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Arab League urges greater EU role 

DUBAI (R) - The Arab League on Monday called for a 
greater European Union (EUl role in the Middle East peace 
process. Esmai Abdul Meguiii secretary-general of the 22- 
member league, said in a message ahead of a conference on 
European and Arab cooperation on the peace process: “It is 
out hope that member states of the EU will play in the peace 
process a far greater role in line with the weight of Europe 
on die international domain and the volume of European 
interest in the Middle East/ Mr. Abdul Meguid's message 
from the Cairo-based league was delivered on his behalf at 
a news conference in Dubai, where he is due to head Arab 
delegations to the three-day conference starting April 3. 
European Commission Vice President Manuel Marin and 
the EU‘s special envoy to the peace process, Miguel Morati- 
nos, are among participants from the European side. 
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Three executed in Lebanon 

BEIRUT (Agencies i — Three men were hanged here 
Monday for the murder of a Lebanese cleric from a rival 
Muslim sect. legal officials said. Pol ice deployed around 
Roumiyeh prison, where the dawn execution took place, 
and the Palestinian refugee camp of '.Ain A1 Hihreh in 
southern Lebanon after warnings of protests. The three 
men — a Palestinian. Munir Abbud. and two Lebanese. 
.Ahmad AJ Kasm and Khaled Mohammad H anted — 
were convicted of murdering pro-Syrian cleric Sheikh 
Nizar Halabi in August 1995. A fourth man. Palestinian 
.Ahmad Abdul Karim A! Saadi, was sentenced to death in 
his absence for masterminding the attack. He is believed 
to be hiding in 'Ain AJ Hilwch camp, which is out of 
bounds to the Lebanese army. Mr. Saadi heads a small 
radical group bitterly opposed to the ideas of Sheikh Hal- 
abi. who ran an Islamic charity organisation. 
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W. Bank confrontations 
continue; PNA rejects 
Israeli terms for talks 

Arafat in Sri Lanka , rebuffs Levy's 
demand for his urgent return home 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

ISRAELI TROOPS dashed 
with Palestinians for the fifth 
straight day on Monday over 
construction of a Jewish settle- 
ment in .Arab East Jerusalem 
which has sparked violence 
and threatened peace. 

Security officials remained 
on high alert for more suicide 
bombers after a militant blew 
himself up at a Tel Aviv cafe 
on Friday, killing three Israeli 
women. 

In Colombo, visiting Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat 
rejected calls by Israeli For- 
eign Minister Dadd Levy to 
iCOt short a trip abroad and 
Return home to “fight terror- 
ism." 

Mr. Arafat told a meeting in 
the Sri Lankan capital Colom- 
bo that he was seeking the sup- 
port of the international com- 
munity to keep the Middle 
East peace process alive 
despite attempts by Israel ro 
scuttle the initiative. 

Asked for his reaction to a 
call by Mr. Levy to return 
home. Mr Arafat said: “He 
hasn’t the right to give me 
orders." 

Mr. Arafat, who arrived here 
from Islamabad after an 
Islamic summit (see page 12), 
is due. to leave for Bangladesh 
on Tuesday. 

“We are passing through a 
very; very difficult situation 
because lire new government 
of Israel is not implementing 
accurately and honestly what 
we have signed between me 
and (late Prime Minister 
Yitzhak) Rabin who paid with 
his life for the peace of the 
brave," Mr. Arafat said. 

Mr. Levy said earlier “Mr. 
Arafat’s presence is a must 
Without him, there is nobody 


capable of giving the neces- 
sary instructions to put an end 
to terrorism.” 

“The head of the Palestinian 
(National! Authority (PNAj 
must understand that the proba- 
te ms can only be solved here, 
not abroad." he said, referring 
to Mr. .Arafat’s week-long tour 
which started Saturday in Pak- 
istan and will also take in 
Egypt and Morocco. 

Palestinians said Israeli 
troops shot and wounded a 
Palestinian in Rafah in the 
southern Gaza Snip. An Israeli 
army spokesman said a soldier 
opened fire after two petrol 
bombs were thrown at troops 
in the town on the Egyptian 
border but did not know of any 
casualties. 

“Ayman Qishteh, 29, was 
driving his cart to the seashore 
but the Israelis shot him twice 
in the back," Khaled Abu Ai 
Laila, head of the Palestinian 
liaison office with the Israeli 
army in the area, told Reuters. 

In Bethlehem, soldiers fired 
tear-gas and rubber bullets to 
disperse a few hundred Pales- 
tinian stone-throwers, witness- 
es said. A Bethlehem hospital 
spokesman said protesters 
were treated for tear-gas 
inhalation. 

Similar clashes also erupted 
in Hebron, site of fierce con- 
frontations over the weekend, 
witnesses said. 

The unrest erupted last 
Thursday, two days after 
Israeli bulldozers broke 
ground for a new settlement at 
Jabal Abu Ghneim in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, elected last May 
promising more security for 
Israelis, has blamed Mr. Arafat 
for giving militants a “green 
light’’ to launch attacks 
against the Jewish state. Mr. 


Arafat denies the charge. 

Friday’s bombing further 
marred Israel -PNA ties 
already strained over the con- 
struction in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Israel demanded the PNA 
crack down on militants. The 
PNA said it would not be a 
client militia for Israel. 

PNA chief negotiator Saeb 
Erekat said Mr. Netanyahu’s 
settlement building was 
spurring militants and killing 
peace. 

‘The minute Mr. Netanyahu 
decided to send his bulldozers 
to the mountain, he was incit- 
ing for violence and strength- 
ening extremism." Mr. Erekat 
told Reuters. 

“We don't fee! we have part- 
ners anymore,” he said. 

Israel deployed thousands of 
troops along its borders with 
the West Bank and Gaza and 
erected roadblocks on major 
highways to prevent would-be 
bombers reaching their desti- 
nations. 

The closure prevented some 

50.000 Palestinians with work 
permits from reaching then- 
jobs. 

“We estimate that as long as 
Arafat does not cause the ter- 
rorist organisations to under- 
stand that there is no green 
light to commit attacks, we are 
expecting more attacks." said 
Israel’s military intelligence 
chief. Moshe Yaalon. 

Palestinians denied Mr. 
Yaalon’s assertion that Mr. 
Arafat’s own Fateh group and 
top PNA security officials bad 
instigated the clashes with 
Israeli soldiers in the West 
Bank. 

Israeli President Ezer Weiz- 
rnan met Monday with Pales- 
tinian Information and Culture 
Minister Yasser Abed Rabbo. 


Arafat did not give 'green signal' to 
bombing, says Hamas military chief 


BEIT HANOUN (Agen- 
cies) — A Hamas military 
chief on trial in Israel 
denied Monday that the 
Palestinian group's suicide 
bombing of a Tel Aviv cafe 
followed a “green light" 
from Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat. 

“Hamas has no need of a 
green light from Mr. 
Arafat,” said Hassan 
Salameh, considered the 
mastermind of three Hamas 
suicide bomb attacks in 
Israel which killed 35 peo- 
ple a year ago. 

^ The Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) 
claimed responsibility for 
the suicide bombing of a 
Tel Aviv cafe on Friday 
which killed three Israeli 
women and left nearly 50 
people injured. 

Israel has laid the blame 
for the blast on Mr. Arafat 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA), saying it 
had given the “green light” 
for such attacks and had 
failed to crack down on 
militants. 

T think the attack did not 
depend on Arafat These 
attacks serve the interest of 
the Palestinian people, who 
need to achieve indepen- 
dence,” Mr. Salameh said 
during a hearing before a 
military court at the Beit 
. Hanoun crossing point 
■ between Israel and Gaza. 

Hamas said the bombing 
was carried out in retalia- 
tion for the start of con- 
struction work last week of 



Hassan Salameh, accused of being the mastermind 
behind last year's wave of suicide bombings in Israel, sits 
behind a fence in an Israeli military court on Monday. 
The trial was postponed for a second time until he rinds 
a lawyer to represent him (AFP photo) 


a new Jewish settlement in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

Hamas's jailed spiritual 
leader Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin said Palestinians 
“cannot remain silent over 
what Israel is doing by 
ignoring Palestinian rights. 
Israel will not know peace 
or comfort as long as there 
is occupation," 

“The Tel Aviv attack is a 
natural and expected reac- 
tion to Israeli policies,” he 
said in an interview with 
Arab-lsraeli Deputy 

Has him M ah amid in the 
hospital of Israel’s Ramla 
prison, according to the 
Palestinian daily AJ Ay am. 


Israel “should stop its 
bulldozer work (in building 
settlements.) and put an end 
to occupation and oppres- 
sion,” he said (see page 2 ). 

The relatives of the 
Palestinian suicide bomber 
who killed three people in 
Tel Aviv appealed Monday 
against the demolition of 
their home by the Israeli 
army. 

Israeli soldiers was due to 
destroy the home of the 
bomber, Musa Abdul Kader 
G hanim at, Abu Diya, in the 
West Bank village of Surif 
on Monday in retaliation 

(Continued on page 7) 



Palestinians attack Israeli soldiers as dashes broke out again on Monday in the Israeli controlled area of Rachel's Tomb 
in Bethlehem (AFP photo) 


Muscat 
warns 
Israel 
of total 
break in 
relations 


MUSCAT (AFP) — Oman 
has warned of a total break in 
relations with the Jewish state 
unless Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu cha- 
nges direction to save the 
peace process, newspapers 
here reported Monday. 

Ties are frozen and can in 
no way be developed so long 
as the Netanyahu government 
continues not to respect its 
accords" with the Palestini- 
ans, said Oman's minister of 
state for foreign affairs, 
Yousef Ben Alawi Ben 
Abdullah. 

"If there is no possibility for 
Israel to change its policy, I 
think we will no longer be 
able to have any link with this 
government," be said at the 
Islamic summit in Islamabad 
on Sunday, quoted in Muscat 
newspapers. 

But he added that Oman 
would "pursue its efforts to 
push Israel to respect" the 
autonomy accords. 

Oman and Qatar are the 
only Gulf Arab slates to have 
launched a process of normal- 
ization with Israel following 
the launch of Palestinian self- 
rule in 1994. The process has 
been frozen in the woke of 
Mr. Netanyahu's election last 
May. 

Israel has a trade office in 
Muscat, while the head of a 
similar Omani mission in 
Israel left his post in January 
and has not returned. 

German appeal 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel appealed to 
Palestinians and Israelis to 
work to save the tonering 
peace process in the Middle 
EasL 

"I call on the Palestinian 
side to use all avenues of 
negotiation, everything with- 
in its means to prevent new 
attacks ... and to make its peo- 
ple understand that violence 
and terrorism are not the 
answer to their deception and 
frustration," he said in an 
interview with German radio. 

He also appealed to the 
Israeli government to avoid 
making any decisions that 
could aggravate the situation 
in the Palestinian territories 
and raise tensions. 


Ashrawi accuses Israel of 
endangering peace process 
with extremism, hegemony 


GENEVA (Agencies) — A senior Palestin- 
ian official accused Israel on Monday of 
besieging Jerusalem and endangering the 
peace process with extremism and territori- 
al expansionism over its plan to build Jew- 
ish settlements in the city’s Arab East 

Hanan Ashrawi, Minister of Higher Edu- 
cation in the Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA), said Israel was trying to extract 
Jerusalem from the heart of Palestine, hold- 
ing 3,000 Palestinians as hostage and sanc- 
tioning torture against them. 

“The bulldozers are burying the 
prospects, and our dreams, of peace,” she 
told some 2,000 officials and diplomats 
meeting at the annual United Nations 
Human Rights Commission in Geneva. 

Ms. Ashrawi'? speech was delayed by 
behind-the-scenes diplomatic squabbles 
over whether she should be allowed to use 
the main podium speaker. 

Ln a similar dispute last week. East Timor 
independence leader and Nobel laureate 
Jose Ramos Horta was blocked from speak- 
ing from the main podium microphone by 
Indonesia, which invaded East Timor in 
1975, and its Asian allies. 

Diplomats said the United States, which 
thwarted a U.N. condemnation of Tel Aviv 
over its housing plan, and Israel objected to 
Ms. Ashrawi ’s address to the forum from 
the podium. 

The forum eventually gave Ms. Ashrawi 
the podium microphone, where she thanked 
the commission for recognising rhal “occu- 
pation doesn’t extend beyond Palestine's 
borders.” 

Israel’s U.N. ambassador to Geneva. 
Yosef Lamdan, said in a statement he 


regretted Ms. Ashrawi 's use of the podium 
after Friday's suicide bombing in Tel Aviv 
that killed three Israelis. 

A U.S. mission spokesman said Washing- 
ton had raised a “procedural" question 
about the microphone's use because Ms. 
Ashrawi 

represented an observer state but that it 
agreed to her speech at the "courtesy of the 
commission." 

Ms. Ashraw i said Israeli extremism was 
feeding extremism among Palestinians. She 
accused Israel of tightening its economic 
grip over Palestine by blocking safe pas- 
sage between Gaza and the West Bank and 
Palestinian use of the local airport and har- 
bour. 

"We witness in Israel the resurgence of 
the mentality of domination, ideology, 
patronage and control." she said. 

Israel, she said, exploited the peace 
process To confiscate more Palestinian 
land, build and expand settlements, consol- 
idate its illegal annexation of occupied 
Jerusalem and complete the siege and iso- 
lation of the city." 

She told the 53rd commission session: "I 
congratulate the commission on the fact 
that it has not exercised discrimination and 
that the occupation does not extend beyond 
the borders of Palestine." 

“The bulldozers of Jabal Abu Ghneim are 
burying the prospects and our dreams of 
peace.” said Ms. Ashrawi. 'Jerusalem is the 
lynchpin of peace — a city much greater 
than itself and not subject to exclusive pos- 
session.” 

(Continued on page 7i 
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King and 
Clinton to 
meet on 
April 1 

AMMAN iJ.T. ) — The 
White Mouse meeting 
between His Majesty King 
Hussein and U.S. President 
Bill Clinton has been set 
for April I. officials said 
Tuesday. 

The officials said the 
main focus of the meeting 

would be the crisis in the 
Middle East peace process 
in light of Israel's arbitrary 
measures in the occupied 
territories, including Arab 
East Jerusalem, and Jor- 
danian-American relations 
and cooperation in various 
spheres. 

The King, who left Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester. Min- 
nesota. on Sunday after a 
successful medical check- 
up. is scheduled to visit 
New York lor a meeting 
with the new U.N. secre- 
tary-general. Kofi Annan, 
before going to Washing- 
ton. 

In Washington, the King 
will also hold talks with 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen and Commerce Sec- 
retary William Daley as 
well as Congress members. 

On Sunday, the King’s 
personal physician. Samir 
Farraj. said (he Monarch 
underwent routine medical 
checkups at Mayo Clinic 
and the tests found that he 
u’as totally free of cancer 
for which he had a success- 
ful surgery at the same 
clinic in 1992. 

Mayo Clinic doctors also 
recommended that (he 
King undergo a minor 
surgery to address a prob- 
lem in the prosrate gland. 
Dr. Farraj said. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Saiam Mujuli on Monday- 
sent a message of congratu- 
lations to the King over the 
tests that found the 
Monarch totally free of 
cancer, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. Lower 
House of Parliament 
Speaker Sa d Havel Srour 
also sent a similar message 
to the King. Petra said. 

Regent meets Ralston 

In Amman. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. the Regent, on 
Monday reviewed with 
Deputy Chairman of the 
U.S Joint Chiefs-of-Siaff 
Lieutenant-General Joseph 
Ralston the latest develop- 
ments in the Middle East. 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.N. teams in place as more food arrives in 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Over 100 international 
observers are deployed 
throughout Iraq to super- 
vise die arrival and distrib- 
ution of supplies for the 
sanctions-hit nation under a 
U.N. oil-for-food deal. 
U.N. sources in Baghdad 
said on Monday. 

“The first substantial 
deliveries of goods are due 
at Iraq's southern port of 
Umm Qasr on Tuesday and 
a team of observers is in 
place there to monitor the 
arrival, storage and later the 
distribution." one U.N. 
source told Reuters. 

He said more than 

250.000 tonnes of wheat 
were scheduled to be 
unloaded at Umm Qasr by 
the first half of April with 
more supplies reaching Iraq 
from Turkey and Jordan. 

A ship carrying 13.000 
tonnes of Thai rice will be 
in Iraq on Tuesday to be 
followed by a series of 
other cargo' vessels loaded 
with French and Australian 
wheat. . 


The observers, whose 
number is to reach 151 in 
coming weeks, have devel- 
oped a computerised sys- 
tem to track down food and 

medical consignmenLs 
under the oil-for-food for- 
mula. 

Under the U.N. deal Iraq 
is allowed to sell S2 billion 
worth of oil in six months 
to buy humanitarian needs 
for Iraqis, suffering from 
U.N. sanctions imposed for 
Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Vehicles and communica- 
tions equipment for (he 
observers were arriving in 
Iraq, the source said. “We 
are all set to ensure that 
food is fairly distributed." 
he said. 

Of the S2 billion of rev- 
enue Iraq will be left with 
about SI. 3 billion after fun- 
nelling 30 per cent to a Gulf 
war reparation*, fund and 
paying for other U.N. costs. 

Food and medicine worth 
S260 million is earmarked 
to the Kurdish areas cur- 
rently outside the control of 


the central government in 
Baghdad. 

The U.N. source said the 
observers were trying hard 
to prove to the Iraqis they 
were here to help and not 
obstruct the implementa- 
tion of the oil-for-food deal. 

Experts have been 
deployed at Umm Qasr and 
briefed by U.N. officials on 
how to monitor the deliv- 
ery 7 . while others have been 
placed on the borders with 
Turkey and Jordan, the two 
overland entry points for 
goods. 

The first trucks from Jor- 
dan are expected to arrive 
with 1.500 tonnes of sail 
later this week, while nine 
ships are to sail into Umm 
Qasr in early April with 

250.000 lonne> of French 
and Australian wheat. 

The imports have 
strengthened the Iraqi dinar 
from 1.140 to the dollar on 
Sunday to 1.005 against the 
U.S. currency tile next day. 
money-changers in the cap- 
ital said. 

But no date has been 


announced for the distribu- 
tion of food, medicine and 
Other humanitarian supplies 
under the deal which took 
effect on Dec. Ill when Iraq 
resumed oil exports for the 
first time in six years. 

U.N. officials warn to 
wait until at least enough 
rice, wheal or some other 
commodity has arrived to 
feed Iraq's 22 million peo- 
ple before distribution 
begins. 

Other obstacles to quick 
distribution are technical 
since the wheat, for exam- 
ple. must be crushed to 
make flour. 

One U.N. official in 
Baghdad described the 
operation as unprecedented 
because it requires coordi- 
nation from half a dozen 
U.N. agencies and suppliers 
worldwide. 

"This is the most complex 
humanitarian undertaking 
the U.N. has ever been 
involved in. in terms of the 
number of partners." the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Saudi crown prince to 
attend Tehran OIC 
summit, Iran reports 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
Saudi Arabia's crown 
prince is to travel to Tehran 
in the first visit by a Saudi 
leader since Iran's 1979 
Revolution, the official 
Islam Republic News 
Agency lIRNA) .said Mon- 
day. 

Crown Prince Abdullah 
will take pan in a summit 
of the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC) 
in Tehran in December, the 
agency said. 

The Saudi prince told 
Iranian President Ali Akhar 
Hushemi Rafsanjani of his 
decision to make the trip to 
Tehran when the two lead- 
ers met Sunday on the side- 
lines of a special OIC sum- 
mit in Islamabad. IRNA 
said. 

The two leaders also dis- 
cussed efforts to improve 
troubled relations between 
their two countries, it said. 

The agency quoted Mr. 
Rafsanjani as saying that 
good Saudi-Irunian rela- 
tions "will guarantee secu- 
rity and stability in the 
region" and condemning 
those he said were trying to 
sabotage such tics, in a ref- 
erence to die United States. 

The Arabic daily Al 
Hay at. meanwhile, quoted 
Mr. Rafsanjani as saying he 
had cleared up "ambigui- 
ties" with Saudi Arabia at 
his meeting with Crown 
Prince Abdullah. 

Relations have been 


strained between the two 
countries since 1979, with 
Iran calling lor marches 
against Israel and the Unit- 
ed States during the annual 
pilgrimage to Mecca in 
Saudi Arabia where politi- 
cal demonstrations are 
banned. 

However. Iran's Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Veiayati 
visited Saudi Arabia earlier 
this month for the first time 
since 1993 and hailed w hat 
he called the “new chapter 
in good neighbourly rela- 
tions.” 

In Islamabad. Mr. Rafsan- 
jani also reiterated his 
country's support for 
Lebanon during a meeting 
with Lebanese Prime Min- 
ister Rafik Hariri. 

“We are on Lebanon's 
side until you drive Israel 
from your territory." Mr. 
Rafsanjani said. 

Mr. Hariri, meanwhile, 
announced that he will soon 
visit Iran. 

In a television interview 
Sunday. Mr. Rafsanjani 
denied that Iran funded 
ami-Isracl "terrorism." 

While Mr. Rafsanjani said 
Iran opposed the Middle 
East peace process, he 
added that "we are not 
alone. Many Palestinians 
speak like us. They take 
action. We do not take 
action.” 

Mr. Rafsanjani 's com- 
ments came in a wide-rang- 
ing interview broadcast on 


the top-rated CBS pro- 
gramme "Sixty Minutes." 

"We have said we do not 
consider this peace a fair 
peace," Mr. Rafsanjani said 
of the peace process. "This 
process will not succeed 
because it has not 

addressed the issues of 
refugees." 

On another topic. Mr. 
Rafsanjani smiled when 
asked about an Iranian gov- 
ernment crackdown on 
satellite dishes which bring 
Western television pro- 

grammes into Iran and 
specifically about the 

worldwide hit "Bay watch." 

"You must admit that 
these types of programmes 
cause problems for young 
people ... and weaken the 
foundation for the family." 
Mr. Rafsanjani said through 
an interpreter. 

Bay watch is a wildly suc- 
cessful beach-themed pro- 
gramme noted for its focus 
on scantily clad young 
women. 

Mr. Rafsanjani added that 
“things like the Playboy 
channel ... do not help the 
progress of your country or 
your people." referring to a 
U.S. channel that features 
pornographic films. 

.Asked if he had a satellite 
dish to know so much about 
foreign programming. Mr. 
Rafsanjani said no. “We 
hear these things. We read 
these things in reports.” he 
told CBS. 


Hamas spiritual head calls 
bombing 'natural reaction' 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The 
jailed spiritual leader of Hamas said in 
remarks published Monday that the Pales- 
tinian group's suicide bombing of a Tel 
Aviv cafe was a "natural reaction" to Israeli 
occupation. 

Sheikh Ahmad Yassin said Palestinians 
"cannot remain silent over what Israel is 
doing by ignoring Palestinian rights. Israel 
will not know peace or comfort as long as 
there is occupation." 

"The Tel Aviv attack is a natural and 
expected reaction to Israeli policies." he 
said in an interview with Arab-lsracli 
Deputy Hashim Muhamid in the hospital of 
Israel's Ramla prison, according to the 
Palestinian daily Al Ayam. 

Israel “should stop its bulldozer work tin 
building settlements) and put an end to 
occupation and oppression." he said. 

Sheikh Yassin. 61. sentenced to life 
imprison me 111 by Israel in I **91. has in the 
past come nut in fax or of the peace process 
and called on his Hamas folouers to sup- 
port President Yasser Arafat's Palestinian 
National Authority. 

But Hamas officials have said they can- 
not trust statements by their ailing spiritual 
leader as long as he is in Israeli hands. 

The Islamic Resist jiicu Movement 
t Hamas) claimed responsibility for the sui- 
cide bombing of a Tel Aviv cafe on Friday 
which killed three Israeli women and left 
nearly 50 people injured. 


The group said the bombing was carried 
out in retaliation for the start to construc- 
tion work last week of a new Jewish se ttle- 
ment in Arab East Jerusalem. 

The mufti of Jerusalem accused the Unit- 
ed States of bearing responsibility for 
Israel’s settlement policy, in statements 
published on Monday. 

"I hold the United States responsible for 
Israel's settlement policy." Sheikh Akrama 
Sabri told the Arab newspaper Al Hayat as 
he arrived Sunday in Oman to attend a 
wwk dev oted to Jerusalem. 

“Washington's use of the veto two times 
means giving a boost to Israel to continue 
in its settlement policy." the Muslim cleric 
said. 

"How can America sponsor the peace 
process each time it supports Israel against 
us?" he added. 

"As long as the United States continues to 
support Israel I expect no change." 

The United States twice vetoed a resolu- 
tion at the U.N. Security Council calling on 
Israel to hall construction of the new Jew- 
ish settlement in Arab East Jerusalem. 
Washington has nevertheless criticised the 
Israeli measure. 

Asked about the killing last week of civil- 
ians in a Palestinian suicide bomb attack on 
a Tel Aviv cafe, the cleric said: "There are 
no civilians and soldiers in Israel. They’ are 
ail conscripts. They all carry arms." 


Iraqi women 
demand Iran 
free PoWs 



Iraqis wielding photos of their sons detained in Iran since the 1980-1988 war between 
Iraq and Iran demonstrate in Baghdad on Monday demanding that Iran release the 
detainees (AFP photo) 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Hundreds of women staged 
a protest outside UN 
offices in the Iraqi capital 
on Monday for Iran to 
release prisoners from the 
I9S0-19S8 war between the 
two neighbours. 

The demonstrator? car- 
ried photographs of rela- 
tives either missing from 
the conflict or taken prison- 
er. 

“In the name of Islam, in 
the name of humanity. I beg 
the Iranians to do some- 
thing so I can see my only 
son again,” cried one of the 
women, who were dressed 
in black. 

"We want Iran to hear our 
call and free our children. 
We've already waited 15 
years to see them again," 
another demonstrator said. 

Iraq, launching a week- 
long campaign on the pris- 
oners issue, called Sunday 
for humanitarian groups to 
step up pressure on Iran to 


release Iraqis captured dur- 
ing the eight-year conflict. 

The question of prisoners 
of war (PoWs) and the 
missing is a key obstacle to 


a normalisation of relations 
between the two former 
foes. 

Tehran denies holding 
almost 20.000 Iraqis, while 


charging that at least 5.000 
Iranians are srill being 
detained in Iraq. Baghdad 
insists all Iranian prisoners 
have been released. 


Cholera outbreak claims 
430 lives in south Somalia 


NAIROBI (AFP) — A 
cholera outbreak in the 
southern Somalia town of 
Wanlaweyn has killed more 
than 430 people over the 
past month. . the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (IC®C) said 
Monday. 

The deaths occurred 
betwen Feb. 15 and March 
17. an ICRC Somalia 
newsletter said. 

"To date, almost 2.000 
cases of the disease have 
been reported in the area, 
about 90 kilometres west of 
Mogadishu," the newsletter 
said. 

ICRC health officials 
who carried out an imtial 
survey in Wanlaweyn — 
home to between 10,000 
and 13,000 families — said 
only one of the five wells in ; 
the town was functioning. 

The agency has donated 
medicafsupplies. including 


oral-rehydration solutions 
and antibiotics to the affect- 
ed people and made 
arrangements for eight 
local people to be trained in 
preventive and curative 
medical care by Somali 
Red Crescent personnel in 
Mogadishu. 

Local people have set up 
an isolation camp for 
cholera patients and ICRC 
engineers are supplying 
water to the camp. 

Meanwhile the ICRC has 
completed the first phase of 
a major flood protection 
programme in southern 
Somalia's Juba Valley, 
where flooding regularly 
destroys crops, causing 
severe hardship to fanning 
communities. 

The project involves 
rehabilitiating more than 
100 damaged sections . of 
dykes built ro protect 'fields 
bordering the Juba River. 


Families of jailed British 
nurses visit Saudi prison 


RIYADH (AFP) — The fami- 
lies of two Britons accused of 
murdering a fellow nurse have 
visited the women in a Saudi 
jail and seen their lawyer, a 
British embassy spokesman 
said Monday. 

The spokesman said the fami- 
lies of Deborah Parry, 41. and 
Lucille Me Laughlan. 31. visited 
Dammam prison on Saturday 
and Sunday. One has already 
returned to Britain and the other 
family is flying back Monday. 

Their firsL reunion was on Jan. 
12-13. 

The lawyer. Salah Al 
HejaiJan, met here last week 
with the famili es of Ms. Parry 
and Ms. McLaughlan. who are 
accused of stabbing and chok- 
ing to death Australian nurse 
Yvonne Gilford at a Dhahran 
hospital on Dec. 1 1. 

He "reviewed with the fami- 
lies the legal strategy for the 
deiience in the continuing effort 
to keep the nurses and their 


families well informed and 
involved in the defence." said 
Mr. Hejai Ian's law firm. 

Earlier this month. Mr. 
Hejailan said he plans to appeal 
to Gilford's family in Australia 
to have any death sentence 
waived before the case comes to 
trial. 

Under Islamic law' in the 
Saudi kingdom, the victim’s 
family may demand the death 
sentence or grant mercy. The 
family of the murdered nurse 
has previously made it clear 
they do not favour mercy. 

'The fate of any accused per- 
son for murder in Saudi Arabia 
is really in the hands of the vic- 
tim's family," the defence 
lawyer said in an interview with 
British radio, during a visit to 
Britain. “While I'm fairly opti- 
mistic of the situation of my 
clients I think an early indica- 
tion on his pan would be help- 
ful.” he said, referring to a male 
family member. 


S. Arabia 
boosts » 
border 
security 


RIYADH (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia will from Monday step 
up its patrols of land and sea 
borders in a crackdown on 
smugglers and infiltrators, a 
Saudi newspaper said on 
Monday. 

“In implementation of 
orders by Interior Minister 
Prince Nayef the bonder 
guards start from Monday 
intensifying their bonder 
patrols and doubling their 
presence on land border 
points and Jeddah port (on 
the Red Sea) to close loop- 
holes for... smugglers and 
infiltrators.” the Okaz daily 
said. 

It quoted the commander 
of the border guards, 
Brigadier General Talal Ben 
Mohsen Anqawi, as saying 
the border guards would ... 
“take all measures, double 
efforts and intensify securi- 
ty patrols to form a security 
fence” along the bonders. 

It did not give other 
details or state the reason 
for the new measures in the 


world’s largest oil producer 
and exporter. 

Saudi Arabia, which occu- 
pies most of the Arabian 
Peninsula between the Red 
Sea and the Gulf, shares 
land borders with Jordan, 
Iraq. Kuwait. Qatar, the 
United Arab Emirates, 
Oman. Yemen. It is connect- 
ed to Bahrain by a cause- 
way. Four Saudi men who 
confessed on state television 
last year to being behind the 
November 1995 bombing of ^ 
a U.S. military training cen- 
tre in Riyadh said they had 
smuggled some of the 
explosives from Yemen. 

They were beheaded for 
the bombing which killed 
Five Americans and rwo 
Indians. 

Saudi Arabia said last year 
it had discovered an explo- 
sives-laden car being driven 
from Jordan into the king- 
dom. 


Netanyahu braves hostile Arab audience on satellite TV 


TEL AVTV ( AP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu took it on the 
chin Sunday in a rare 
appearance on Arab tele- 
vision. One talk show 
caller compared him to 
Adolf Hitler, and the host 
accused him of evading 
questions and passed on 
recommendations that he 
resign. 

Appearing on Orbit 
satellite television, a 
Saudi-run service broad- 
cast throughout the 
region. Mr. Netanyahu 
insisted that he was not 
responsible for the recent 
weeks’ deterioration in 
Israeli-Palestinian rela- 


tions. 

The main thing was for 
Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat to crack 
down on militant groups 
such as Hamas, which 
claimed Friday's suicide 
bombing in a Tel Aviv 
cafe that left three Isareli 
women dead. 

But most callers to the 
“on air ' programme — as 
well as rhe combative 
host, Emad Adibeddin — 
were sceptical. 

“Do you know, Mr. 
Prime Minister, how the 
Arabs are looking at you 
now? They think you treat 
the Palestinians as Hitler 
treated the Jews." said one 


man who called himself 
Abu Ahmad and did not 
give his city of residence. 

Mr. Netanyahu angrily 
shifted in his seat as Abu 
Ahmad continued: “When 
will you stop this arro- 
gance?" 

"I hate it when people 
describe me as Hitler," 
Mr. Netanyahu shot back, 
scowling. "We’ve never 
done the things he did. 
This is totally rejected. 
Abu Ahmad, please, don't 
use such words. Respect 
me as I am respecting 
you." 

Abu Omar, from 
Riyadh, alleged that Mr. 
Netanyahu’s behaviour 


"makes it seem that you 
look down at the .Arabs." 

“That's not true," Mr. 
Netanyahu sighed. “I treat 
Arabs like Jews.” 

‘When will the tragedies 
stop?” inquired Faisal, 
also from Rjyadh. 

When Mr. Arafat orders 
the militant groups to stop 
attacks, Mr. NeLanyahu 
replied, repeating his 
claim of the past week- 
chat Mr. Arafat had given 
the green light for attacks 
on Israel. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
would not stop the con- 
struction of a new Jewish 
settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem that unleashed 


the recent tensions. 

“1 will not freeze build- 
ing in Har Homa and I 
will not ask Arafat to stop 
building in Kalkiliya.” 
Mr. Netanyahu said, refer- 
ring to an autonomous 
Palestinian town in the 
West Bank. 

Mr. Adibeddin accused 
Mr. Netanyahu of evading 
all the difficult questions, 
and advised the Israeli 
leader that most Arabs 
would prefer that he 
resign. 

'T do not decide who 
should lead the Palestini- 
ans." Mr. Netanyahu 
noted. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


14:05 

Cjii<n<n — Bikleic-The 

Link* Hclkopicr 

14:30 


15:00 

French Programme*; 

16:00 

Super SpnriN Follies 

16:30 


17:110 

Prevrrv in:: l > « iIk.* Taste «'l n 

17:15 

The Album Show 

18:00 

French Proarammes 

V»-30 

News Headlines 

19:35 

....Gimedv — The Office 

20:00 

Superstar* of Action 

20:30 


21:10 

The Nature iff Urines 

22:00 




23:00 

Mission Impossible 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:12.. 

Fajr 

05-30 


11:42 . 


15:11 . 


17:54., 


18:11.. 

’Isha 


CHURCHES 

SL Manr oT Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 6327S5. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the .Annunciation 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Terra Sanaa Church Tel. 
022366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652S2o. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Tel -71531. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 65252b 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TcL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tet 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. Si 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Td. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by rhe Depart- 
merit of Mereoniln^y 
Under the effect of a cold air 
ithb* accompanied by a depres- 
sion. it will he cold, cloudy, and 
rainy. Snow is expected to fall 
over hilly areas that are 1.100 
metres above sea level with 
w inds becoming westerly mod- 
erate to active. On Wednesday. 


skies will be sunny to partly 
cloudy. Temperatures will rise 
craudolly and winds easterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, skies will 
be partly cloudy, winds norther- 
ly moderate and seas calm. 


.Amman .03/07 

Aqaba ...... 10/ 1 7 

Deserts .02/11 

Jordan Valley 09/16 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
.An man 8. Aqaba IS Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 78 per cent. 
Aqaba 53 per cent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghaleb Zawaideb >.73601 1 


Dr. Jihad Sammour 765018 

Dr. Khakluun Asfour 699140 

Dr. BOal Al Sayyid 8902S0 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ....637055 

.VI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacotib pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukkpharmacy ....623672 
Najib pharmacy S47632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghnzi Qami 250080 

AJ Quds pharmaev t — > 

ZARQA: 


Dr. Akram Haddad —985550 
Khafifeh pharmacy ...>.985417 
EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...637111 

CM Defence Dept -661 1 1 1 

Civil Deiience Immediate Res- 
cue .....630341 

Ova Defence Emergency .. 199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

— 630321 

Hold Complaints 60*5800 

Price Complaints 661)76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Ov erseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan television _773 i 1 1 

Radio Joedan — i774) 1 1 

Water Authority 680] 00 

Jordon Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 


RJ Flight Information 
0853200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 

53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khaiidi Maternity... ..64428 1/6 

Akiieh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabai Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. .Amman ......636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....60707] 

Shmeisani Hospital 669)31 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Ai-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir... 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital - 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery —865 1 99 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (096*83323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sana Hospital ..<09)986732 
AJ Hikma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 


Princess Basina Hospital 


Greek 

(02)275555 

Catholic Hospital 
<02i272275 

Ibn 

AJ Xafees Hospital 

t02i\i7inn 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN .ALIA 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

1)7- 7s 


09:25. 

-Abu Dhabi (RJ i 

10:00 

—Aqaba (adifHRJ] 

10:05 


10:15. 

Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

15:55.. 


16:20.. 

Cairo (RJ) 

16:35 

Frankfurt (RJ ] 

17: 15 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
23:00 Ganvick. .Aqaba (add) 

t RJ t 


02:35 Milan (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

14:05 


16:30 


18:15. 

....Dubai, Damascus (EKi 

20:10. 
20 JO 




21:40- .Tel Aviv (LY) 


23:40 _ -Amsterdam (KLl 

23:59 Aden iIY) 

00:55 .Bucharest (RO) 


Royal Wings (R\V) Flights 

17:45 .Tel Aviv (RW> 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


06:20 Beirut iRJ> 

08 JO Amsterdam. New York IRJ) 
11:05 Amsterdam, Montreal 
Toronto (RJ) 

11:15 

12:00. 

12:00 

Vienna. Brussels (RJ) 

Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 



12:30 ., 


18:00 

20:20 

20:40 

—Milan (add) (RJ) 

21:00. 

...Abu Dhabi. Dubai iRJ) 


22:00 KuaJaLurapur.Siiiojpore IRJ) 

00:45 Jeddah (RJ) 

Other Flights 


07:30 London (KJ) 


07:35 


15:45 


17:40 


19:15 


21:30 


22:50 - 


00:40 Damascus. Amsterdam 

(KLj 


01:00 


01:55 

Bucharest (RO) 

07:45 ......... 



Royal Wings (RlVj Flights 

07:00 -Aqaba fRW) 

17:15 --Tel Aviv fRW) 


20-JO.. Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 a.m. every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 aan. 
every Sunday 

Air. Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

Apple 

700/500 

Banana... 

Banana (imported) 
Cabbage 

600/600 

.... -.980/700 
150/80 

Carrot 

.230/100 

Cauliflower. 

170/100 

Cucumber (large) .... 
Cucumber t small). 
Eggplant....... . 

.240/150 

.380/200 

.....270/160 

Fava beans 

.450/300 

iTOvono 

Grape fruit 

200/140 

Lemon 

......430/250 

Marrow (larae) 

Marrow (small) 

220/100 

380/180 

Onion (green) 

..-250/180 

Onion (dry )._ 

320/180 

Orange 

... -500/350 

Peas 

Pepper (hot) 

.... 850700 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

600050 

370/200 

Radish .... 

„..15Q/60 

Spinach 

340/150 

String beans_ 

Tomato 

... 1000/900 
.400/200 
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Home News 

‘Prime minister pledges close contact 
* and cooperation with Parliament’ 


AMMAN fJ.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali has pledged to initi- 
ate channels of contact and 
cooperation with Parlia- 
ment. both during its cur- 
rent recess and before the 
upcoming general elec- 
tions. Senate Speaker 
Ahmad Lawzi affirmed 
Monday. 

Subsequent to a Parlia- 
mentary visit by the prime 
minister on Monday, Mr. 
Lawzi reported that he 
assured Dr. Majali that the 
Senate would closely coop- 
erate with the new govern- 
ment to help implement His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
T directives as outlined in his 


letter of designation to Dr. 
Majali. 

The prime minister also 
received assurances of 
cooperation in facilitating 
government tasks from 
Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Sa'd Hay el Srour. 

Following a meeting with 
Dr. Majali. Mr. Srour main- 
tained that agreement was 
reached regarding regular 
meetings between the gov- 
ernment and the Lower 
House of Parliament so that 
deputies might remain 
updated as to government 
plans and future pro- 
grammes. They also agreed 
upon ways of briefing the 
House on the Kingdom’s 


policies at Jordanian, pan- 
Arab and international are- 
nas. 

Mr. Srour promised con- 
tinued cooperation with the 
executive authority. 

He said that the premier is 
expected to meet with the 
deputies subsequent to his 
return from a projected visit 
to the United States where 
he will accompany the King 
in meetings with U.S. offi- 
cials. 

A Royal Decree declared 
that Parliament enter recess 
on March 19. Barring an 
extraordinary session, 
approved by Royal Decree, 
the House will convene 
only after genera] elections 


expected this fall. 

Also Monday, the prime 
minister met with the visit- 
ing deputy chairman of the 
U.S. joint chiefs of staff and 
his accompanying delega- 
tion to review the general 
regional situation as well as 
Jordan-U.S. military coop- 
eration. 

Later. Dr. Majali received 
Vietnamese Deputy Prime 
Minister Van Jay to review- 
economic and trade links. 

The Vietnamese official 
had Sunday signed an 
agreement initiating trade 
exchanges and launching 
joint ventures in textiles 
and food processing. 


Court acquits couple of child’s murder 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Amman 
Criminal Court last week 
acquitted a couple of the 
premeditated murder of 
their 10-month old daugh- 
ter in Aqaba in October" of 
last year. 

The court tribunal, which 
adjourned in Aqaba for one 
week, declared Imad 
Abdullah Farhan. and bis 
wife, Taroam Ahmad, both 
28, not guilty of the murder 
of their daughter Rania and 
ordered their immediate 
release from detention. 

According to court docu- 
ments, Rania was bom in 
January 1996 and shortly 
thereafter suffered both a 
tetanus infection and severe 
dehydration. 

|) The prosecution charged 
■ that the couple, married 
since 1990 and parents of 
three other daughters, had 


no money to cure Rania and 
purposely neglected their 
child to be rid of her. 

“The couple purposely 
neglected to feed their 
daughter or administer the 
appropriate treatment so 
that she would die.” the 
prosecution charged in 
October of last year. 

The prosecution further 
charged that on Oct. 2 of 
the same year. Mr. Farhan 
asked his friend Sadiq Taw- 
fiq to help him bury his 
daughter alive, "as he had 
no money to pay for her 
milk or medicine.” 

But in its ruling last week, 
the tribunal, headed by Jus- 
tices Abdul Rahman Taw- 
fiq, Ismael Hmouz and 
Abdul Hamid Sa’ad, said 
that the prosecution failed 
to present enough evidence 
ro convict the parents as 
responsible for their daugh- 
ter's death. 

In fact, the court added. 


the prosecution contradict- 
ed itself by presenting wit- 
nesses who testifietl in 
court that Rania ‘s family 
did, indeed, take care of 
their daughter and provided 
her with both milk and 
medicine. 

"One of the witnesses 
stated that Mr. Farhan often 
borrowed money from him 
to buy his sick daughter 
milk " the court stated. 

Further, the court stated 
that Mr. Tawfiq testified 
that Rania’s father asked 
him to help him bury his 
daughter as the former was 
under the impression that 
the child had died. 

"I informed him that his 
daughter was in her last 
breath and that he couldn't 
bury her alive,” Mr. Tawfiq 
said in his testimony. 

The court said that it 
relied on the testimony of 
forensic experts which stat- 
ed that Rania died of dehy- 


dration, and malnutrition. 

"Dehydration can lead to 
dead), even if the family 
supplied their newborn with 
milk and medicine,” ihe 
expert said. 

According to court docu- 
ments, Rania died on Oct. 2 
and her father placed her in 
a black suitcase which he 
placed near a mosque in the 
ShaJaleh neighbourhood of 
Aqaba. 

When questioned by the 
court as to why he placed 
his daughter in a suitcase 
rather than burying her, he 
stated that he did not have 
JD 50. the amount of 
money needed for burial. 

Rania’s decomposing 
body was found one week 
after her death, the court 
said, quoting the coroner’s 
inquiry. 


Kingdom looks to wind power as desalinisation method 


’ By Tanya Habjouq* 

’ Special to ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Advaflded 
technology which could 
support industrialisation 
outside of Amman and pro- 
vide drinking water to 
remote areas was show- 
cased in the Kingdom Sun- 
day. 

The German-based 
Thyssen Corporation has 
created a wind-powered sea 
water desalination plant, 
capable of supplying 
potable water to remote 
areas and islands. 

Citing the world popula- 
tion growth and dwindling 
water resources, Thyssen 
officials showcased their 
product to officials from the 
Royal Scientific Society 
Hi (RSS), Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) as well as 
the private sector. 

“Water is a precious 


necessity with a growing 
demand?' Sales Manager of 
Thyssen Corporation Win- 
fried BaJdus said during the 
conference. "It is now pos- 
sible to desalinate water for 
drinking and irrigation.” 

The production of potable 
water by sea ware r desalina- 
tion plants has increased 
from zero to almost 
20.000,000 mem per day 
over the past 30 years, one 
Thyssen official said. 

"There is a confirmed 
water shortage in Jordan, 
the water issue is of crucial 
importance,” Jordanian rep- 
resentative for Thyssen, 
Jaber Nouri told the Jordan 
Times. 

Capable of supporting 
3,000 inhabitants, the plant 
is environmentally friendly 
and requires only wind 
energy' to create clean and 
potable water, Mr. Nouri 
said. 


Ideal for Azraq, Jordan 
Valley, the Gulf of Aqaba, 
and army bases, such a 
plant could boost farming 
and industrialisation out- 
side of Amman, he added. 

According to Thyssen 
officials, the plant is capa- 
ble of transforming sea and 
brackish water into potable 
water with low mainte- 
nance costs not to exceed 2 
per cent of the total project 

COSL 

The estimated cost to 
establish such a plant runs 
at approximately JD 1.05 
million, but this may vary 
confonriing to characteris- 
tics unique to Jordan. Mr. 
Nouri said. 

The Ministry of Planning 
will be approached to over- 
see this project, and we 
must submit a feasibility 
study to the German gov- 
ernment in order to secure 
funding, he said. 


International donors have 
water as a top priority for 
Jordan and for this reason 
we hope to secure aid from 
the European Union, he 
stated. 

For the past three years, 
the Thyssen Corporation 
has operated a wind-pow- 
ered plant in Rugen, a 
North German settlement 
along the Baltic Sea and 
plans to establish one in 
Greece by the end of this 
year, company officials 
said. 

To establish a plant in Jor- 
dan would enable urbanisa- 
tion and settlement outside 
of Amman as well as 
increase irrigation and 
fanning, Mr. Nouri said. 

“We will need potable 
water to support growing 
industrialisation, invest- 
ment, and tourism to the 
Kingdom," he concluded. 


Criminal Court examines weapon in case of former Sri Lankan consul 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Criminal 

Court Monday postponed the 
case of the former Honorary 
Sri Lankan Consul in Jordan 
Tawfiq Abu Khajil, allegedly 
involved in a baby trafficking 
scam, to reexamine one of the 
weapons seized in the defen- 
dant’s possession. 

The criminal lab examined a 
gun, one of several weapons 
seized at Mr. Abu Khajil's res- 
• idence and determined that it 
was an antique, covered with 
rust 


But the court, headed by Jus- 
tices Is&am Abu Ghneim and 
Mohammad Ezeiz ordered the 
reexamination of the weapon 
before issuing a verdict. 

Judge Abu Ghneim set April 
7 as the next court session to 
either issue a verdict or post- 
pone the case for further exam- 
ination. 

Formal charges pressed 
against Mr. Abu Khajil, a Jor- 
danian businessman, include: 
use of forged documents, 
issuance of false certificates, 
sale of babies (illegal under a 
1929 law against slavery), pos- 
session of unlicensed firearms. 


import of illegal wireless 
devices, abuses of trust and 
foigery’ of government seal. 

Also standing trial beside 
Mr. Abu Khajil, is a Sri 
Lankan citizen, Anourrna 
G.L.. who is accused of agree- 
ing to sell her baby and Andrea 
Bustani. 37, Mr. Abu Khajil’s 
secretary, the latter of whom is 
being tried in absentia. 

The former honorary’ council 
was arrested by authorities on 
March 13 of last year, shortly 
after airport police slopped a 
Dutch couple from leaving the 
country. 

They were carrying a five- 


month old boy whom they 
believed they had adopted after 
paying a sum of $8,000. 

The prosecution had charged 
that Mr. Abu Khajil was traf- 
ficking babies since 1991 and 
that he had sold 36 babies for a 
total of S250.000. 

On March 3, Mr. Abu Kha- 
jil’s defence team asked the 
court for the full acquittal of 
their client on ail charges. 

Amman Prosecutor Ma'- 
moun Muneizel had asked the 
court in his closing argument 
in February for the full convic- 
tion of all charges pressed 
against Mr. Abu Khajil. 


Weekly newspaper to hit stands today 


AMMAN — A new weekly 
newspaper, entitled Al 
Mithaq. will hit the news- 
paper stands today, publish- 
ers said Monday. 

A government decision 
was taken last year denying 
a licence for the newspaper 
but in February the 
Supreme Court reversed 
this decision. 

“The Supreme Court’s 
decision is a victory' for 
press freedoms,” said 
Nahed Hanar, an editor of 
the newspaper. 

$ AI Wihdeh Press and Pub- 
lication Company fWPPC) 
filed a licence request to the 
Council of Ministers in July 


of last year. Two months 
later, the Cabinet rejected 
their request and refused to 
issue a licence for the 
newly-established Al 

Mithaq. 

However, subsequent to 
the Supreme Court deci- 
sion. on March 16, the 
Press and Publication 
Department (PPD) 

informed the WPPC of 
Cabinet approval to issue a 
licence for the newspaper, 
and named Rakan Sa'ydeh 
as editor-in-chief of the 
newspaper. 

"We are aiming at becom- 
ing number one among the 
weeklies in Jordan," Mr. 


Hattar told the Jordan 
Times. 

He added that the news- 
paper will adopt a profes- 
sional mode, fry to avoid 
sensationalism and instead 
depend on credibility, hon- 
esty and investigative 
reporting. 

“We want to focus on 
reflecting the social, politi- 
caL economic and develop- 
ment issues in the King- 
dom," he added. 

Previous to the Cabinet 
and PPD decision, Al 
Mithaq was partially oper- 
ated by Mr. Hattar, a 
columnist for ihe weekly 
Shihan, and journalist 


Abdullah Abu Ruman. 

In August of 1996, 
authorities raided Al 
Mithaq’s office, seized doc- 
uments and arrested Mr. 
Abu Ruman on charges of 
Iese majeste. 

Mr. Hattar evaded arrest 
and went into hiding short- 
ly after the police raid. He 
was arrested in October on 
charges of slandering His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san. 

The two journalists, both 
freed on bail, are currently 
being tried at the State 
Security Court - R. H. 
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King to receive Technion award 


AMMAN (J.Tj — The 
Technion is to award His 
Majesty King Hussein an 
honorary' doctorate in 
recognition of his leader- 
ship and commitment to 
peace in the Middle East. 
The Jerusalem Post report- 
ed Monday. 

King Hussein already has 
been informed of the award 
and has accepted an invita- 
tion to come to the Tech- 
nion for the presentation, 
which is scheduled to take 
place at Lhe international 
board of governors’ meeting 
in June, the Post said. 

The Jerusalem Post 
said: A new laboratory and 


academic chair in the held 
of water research, named in 
memory of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, is to he ded- 
icated in the King’s pres- 
ence at the same lime. 

The King, who was last 
year awarded the presti- 
gious Churchill Prize in 
London by the British Tech- 
nion Society, is expected to 
visit the Water Research 
Institute during his stay at 
the university. 

The institute is involved 
in a major programme 
aimed at increasing fresh- 
water sources for drinking 

and irrigation in coopera- 
tion with Jordan's Ruvul 


Scientific Society and the 
Palestinian Water Authority. 

Ex pens in the field from 
the two countries and the 
Palestinian Authority are 
investigating ways of 
achieving this, including 
desalination by thermal and 
membrane processes, as 
well as the use of purified 
sewage for irrigation, and 
the recycling of waste 
water. 

Professor I’ri Shamir, 
head of the Tec hn ion’s 
Water Research I ns; it me. 
said water always has. been 
a vital issue in the Middle 
East. 

"Atihoush achievements 


in water development and 
usage have been among 
Israel's hallmarks. the 
country, along with its 
neighbours, is today facing 
a water crisis of serious pro- 
portions — a crisis which 
has deepened in the last 
decade, regardless of ihe 
amount of rainfall” Prof. 
Shamir >aid. 

He added that he is opti- 
mistic (hat the cooperative 
research by Israeli. Jordan- 
ian and Palexlinain experts 
in the programme would 
help generate innovative 
ideas aimed at i net easing 
water resource > in the 
res ion. 


Workshop to address issue of 
child abuse on a national level 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Following 
expert calls for amend- 
ments to current policies as 
well as legislation to better 
address the issue of child 
abuse, the Jordan River for 
Development Projects 
(JRDP). in cooperation 
with the British Council 
and the British embassy in 
Amman, will today initiate 
a workshop on "Child 
Abuse and Protection.” 

Although there are no 
exact figures on child abuse 
in the Kingdom, United 
Nations (UN) agencies and 
non-governmental organi- 
sations (NGOs) agree that 
the problem has increased 
as a result of rising social 
and economic stress, partic- 
ularly among the poorer 
sectors. 

Lawyers, sociologists, 
human rights activists and 
social workers strongly 
censure the current penal 
code, according to which 
only the direc? victim of 
such abuse has the righr to 
file a complaint. 

They describe this legisla- 


tion as inadequate to deal 
with such a delicate issue 
and have repeatedly called, 
in national and 
international conferences, 
for the introduction of spe- 
cial legislation dealing 

specifically with child 
abuse eases. 

The three-day workshop 
is widely expected to study 
current laws and mecha- 
nisms and sugge.st ways to 
more effectively structure 
the legal system in order to 
protect children. 

Two British experts are 
expected to lead the work- 
shop's activities, including 
case studies on the recogni- 
tion and disclosure of child 
abuse as well as treatment 
for abused children and 
family support. 

Senior Lecturer in Prima- 
ry Education. Dominic 
Wyse and Deputy Director 
at the School of Health 
Angela Hawtin. both from 
Liverpool John Moores 
University, will also present 
a comparative overview of 
the problem of child abuse 
in the United Kingdom 
(UK). 1 

The three-day workshop. 


to be held at the InterCon- 
tinental Hotel, is scheduled 
to include information ses- 
sion ■* on “Signs and symp- 
toms of child abuse: physi- 
cal. emotional, sexual and 
neglect" and "Problems in 
dealing with disclosure and 
how and w hen to encourage 
disclosure.” 

According to the schedule 
released bv the British 
Council. Thursday’s clos- 
ing session should lay the 
foundation for the develop- 
ment of future action plans 
to be carried out by individ- 
uals. professional" groups, 
policy makers and legisla- 
tors. 

According to the United 
Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) 1 992- 1 993 
Report on "The State of the 
Jordanian Child." "there are 
no exact figures on child 
abuse in Jordan, but the 
problem is thought to have 
increased in recent years.” 

"Corporal punishment is 
an unacceptable method of 
child-rearing and is allowed 
under existing laws. Sexual 
abuse is far more obscure to 
delineate. as it is not dis- 
cussed in public." the 


UNICEF repurt staled. 

In cooperaliun with 
UNIC'EF. the JRDP «•» cur- 
rently venturing towards 
establishing both shun and 
long-term programmes in 
tackle the problem child 
abuse, especially in under- 
privileged areas of the 
Kingdom. 

Chaired b\ HRH Princess 
Rania Abdullah, the JRDP 
has been active since loop 
in income-generating pro- 
jects which support Lot id 
women throughout Jordan. 

The "Prevention of child 
abuse project" will "initiate 
media campaigns nation- 
wide. publish communica- 
tion material anil conduct 
presentations at schools." a 
JRDP statement said. 

In addition, tile JRDP 
focuses on "acting as a 
powerful lobby aimed at 
mobilising ail concerned to 
review laws and pro- 
grammes” and will he 
working in close coopera- 
tion with concerned min- 
titties' amfitie police force*, 
the statement said. 

•••i! : "i 


Scholars engage in roundtable discussion 
of Jordan’s ‘ complex , sensitive ’ history 


By Anca de Maio 

Special to ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — When it 
comes to Jordanians' per- 
ceptions of their historical 
heritage, some historians 
and scholars agree that the 
subject is both "complex 
and sensitive.” 

To elaborate the diverse 
historical approaches ro the 
theme, leading historians at 
a roundtable discussion on 
Sunday advocated different 
readings of Jordan's histo- 

ry- 

During the discussion, 
which took up, among other 
issues, the question of what 
Jordanian historical her- 
itage means. University of 
Jordan lUJ) bistory profes- 
sor Ati Mahafza said that 
Jordanian heritage must be 
read within a regional Arab 
and Islamic context. 

His colleague, however, 
encouraged a more focused 
approach. 

AL al Bayt University' 
President and professor of 
history Adnan Bakhit con- 
tended that the country’s 
historical past must be 
examined at a local level. 

If the first position runs 
the risk of not being accept- 
ed by Jordan’s neighbours, 
as Dr. Mahafza pointed out 
Dr. Bakhit cautioned that 
those who prefer the local 
approach could be accused 


of anii-Arabism and dis- 
crimination between Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians. 

He also said that although 
research on local history is 
difficult, it should be pre- 
ferred to the pan-Arab 
vision which creates confu- 
sion among Jordanian stu- 
dents and citizens. 

When it came to defining 
Jordan's cultural heritage, 
the scholars were divided 
again along the aforemen- 
tioned lines and thus pro- 
vided two broad approach- 
es: the spiritual values Jor- 
danians share with other 
Arab countries (Cunaanean. 
Phoenician. Mesopotamian. 
Akkadian and Babylonian 
heritages), as adhered to by 
Dr. Mahafza ; and all mate- 
rial and spiritual values pre- 
sent on the territory of Jor- 
dan proper the they 

Nabataean, Roman. Byzan- 
tine or Islamic), an 

approach supported by Pro- 
fessor Mohammed 

Tarawneh of Yannouk Uni- 
versity. Included in the lat- 
ter. maintained Professor 
Saleh Humameh of the UJ’s 
Department of History is 
Christian heritage. 

But as for the feelings of 
Jordanian citizens towards 
their past. Dr. Hamameh 
said there are cases of scep- 
ticism and confusion 
among, for example, stu- 
dents and tour guides. 


According to Department 
of Antiquities Director Dr. 
Ghazi Bisheh. ordinary citi- 
zens’ indifference to their 
historical heritage reduces 
the claim that the past nour- 
ishes the present and future 
to a simple "cliche." 

Bui taking the opposite 
view. Director of the Insti- 
tute of .Archaeology and 
Anthropology at Y'ormouk 
University Zaydan Kafafi 
said that Jordanians' need 
for history is vital to the 
future development of the 
nation. 

To the same effect Profes- 
sor Mohammed Tarawneh 
of Y’amiouk University said 
that a gap between past, 
present and future could 
have a negative impact on 
individuals (especially on 
"academics as individu- 
als"!. 

Dr. Tawameh added that 
research work and history- 
writing is currently under- 
going a moment of crisis 
and discontinuity caused 
probably by political and 
official views. 

Many of the participants' 
interventions ended with 
the conclusion that scientif- 
ic and critical research on 
Jordan's historical heritage 
should be carried out on the 
basis of an updated func- 
tional methodology. 

In addition. Dr. Bisheh. 
said that teaching historv at 


the primary education level 
should be improved and 
that the tourism and eco- 
nomic exploitation of 
archaeological vestige** 
should he conducted ratio- 
nally so as to avoid such sit- 
uations as excavation*, 
affecting inhabitants' lives 
or hotel-building projects 
which are destructive to 
important monuments. 

Moreover, the West’s 
ignorance of Arab civilisa- 
tion in general and Jordan- 
ian identity in particular 
could be diminished by the 
promotion of a clearer 
image of Jordanian histori- 
cal heritage in the world. 
Dr. Hamameh stressed. 

Sunday’s roundtable was 
pan of a conference on the 
beginnings of social sci- 
ences in the Middle East 
organised by the CEK- 
MOC. the French Centre of 
Studies and Research on 
the Contemporary Middle 
East. 

"The roundtable was not 
meant to give immediate 
explicit answers to all these 
questions." Dr. Taryvv neh 
said. “Its mem is to have 
marked the starting point uf 
a long debate and research 
work on Jordan's history " 
he concluded. 

The conference was host- 
ed al the University of Jor- 
dan. 


What’s Going On 


FILM 

♦’’British film ‘The Education of Rita” at Abdul 
Hameed Shoraan Foundation, Jabal Amman at 6:30 p.m. 

CHILD ABUSE WORKSHOP 

* A 3-day workshop on “Child Abuse and Protection" at 
the Jordan inter.Continental Hotel (25-27 March). The 
workshop aims at training a key group of people on how 
to identify, respond, and prevent child abuse. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Artworks by Egyptian artist Jamil Shafiq entitled 


"Black and White” at Baladna An Gallery. Gardens street 
iTel. 687598'j. until April 2. 

* Display of products by Jordan Design and Trade Cen- 
tre of Noor Al Hussein Foundation. Wadi Saqra (Tel. 
699141/2). until March 30. 

* Paintings by Saadi Duwood at the Orient Gallery, 
Issam Ajlouni St.. Shmeisani. until March 31. 

• 5 Artworks by Mohammad Ali Shaker at live French Cul- 
tural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh until March 3 i . 

* Works by Paris-based Syrian artist Ziad Dalloul at 
Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, until April 3. Also dis- 
playing works by contemporary Arab artists. 


4 World News 
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No word from Zaire leader as 
Shaba province remains tense 





Zaire's President Mobutu Sese Seko (right) holds on to South African Vice-President 
Thabo IVIbeki (centre) as he speaks to the press at his residence in Kinshasa. Mr. 
Mobutu was seen in public for the first time since his arrival in Zaire from France 
two days ago (Reuter photo) 


Gore in Beijing to build ‘lasting 
peace’ between U.S. and China 


BEIJING (AFP) — U.S. Vice-President A] 
Gore, who arrived in Beijing Monday for a 
five-day visit, said he had come to China 
“to continue building a lasting peace” 
between the two countries. 

“I have traveled here to reaffirm the vital 
importance of relations between our nations 
and to continue building a lasting peace bet- 
ween China and the United States." he said 
in a statement released on his arrival in 
Beijing. 

‘Twenty-five years ago. our two nations 
issued the Shanghai communique, and 
thereby ended a period of intense hostility 
reaching back to the Korean War." Mr. Gore 
said. 

He was referring to a document signed in 
1972 which opened a new- era in relations 
between Washington and Beijing. 

The communique “did not attempt to rec- 
oncile the differences between them," said 
Mr. Gore, the highest- ranking U.S. official 
to visit China since the Chinese army 
crushed the pro-democracy movement in 
Beijins's Tiananmen Square on June 4. 
I9S9. 

The vice-president added that “a stable 
and constructive relationship between Chi- 
na and the United States" was needed to 
achieve global peace. 

Mr. Gore concluded the brief written 
statement by alluding to an exchange of vis- 
its U.S. President Bill Clinton and by his 
Chinese counterpart Jiang Zemin “in the 
coming months.” 

Hours earlier, China issued an attack 
accusing some in Washington of fueling 
“anti-China hysteria," but Mr. Gore's fou£ 
day trip is expected to open a new era of co- 
operation between the two countries, which 
have seen up-and-down political and trade 
ties in recent years. 

Mr. Gore is to meet Premier Li Peng 
Tuesday and President Jiang Wednesday. 

“The visit by U.S. Vice-President Gore 
will be the highest-level event in recent 
years and will create suitable conditions for 
the improvement of the environment in bi- 
lateral financial, economic and rrade rela- 
tions." China's vice trade minister. Sun 
Zhenyu. said Friday. 

“I will not exclude the possibility of sign- 
ing agreements on certain projects ... and 
this also includes the purchase of Boeing 
airplanes," he said. 

Aviation industry' sources have hinted the 
deal would cover the purchase of at least 
five Boeing 777 aircraft and involve more 
than SI billion. 


The official China Daily Monday at- 
tacked former U.S. ambassador to Beijing, 
James Lihey, for “stirring up anti-Chinese 
sentiment” by reporting thar China had 
poured funds into U.S. political campaigns. 

The newspaper labelled the accusations, 
published in the Washington Times, as 
“groundless” and “slanderous." 

The allegations have fueled a highly pub- 
licised scandal in the United States. 

Analysts in Beijing say China, armed with 
a better understanding of U.S. politics, is 
now primed to move ties on ro smoother 
ground. 

” Beijing last published a policy paper on 
the U.S. trade deficit with China in an effort 
to stop that issue der ailin g lucrative eco- 
nomic cooperation and hindering its ent- 
rance into die World Trade Organisation. 

Allegations of political contributions to 
Mr. Clinton’s party have been repeatedly 
denied in recent weeks. 

China also stepped up praise for Clinton’s 
decision ro delink human rights issues from 
trade, ahead of the annual debate on the 
renewal of China's Most-Favoured Nation 
(MFN) trading status. 

Even a human rights deal is thought pos- 
sible as a means of putting relations onto a 
clearer footing for the 2 1 st century, analysts 
said, though such an agreement would like- 
ly come during the presidential summit 

Remaining bilateral stumbling blocks 
include human rights in China. Taiwan, 
trade and allegations that China illegally 
sells weapons of mass destruction. 

“Gore’s visit is a real watershed for Chi- 
na. It has been fighting hard to gain credi- 
bility since the Tiananmen Square massacre 
and, after a very bad period in 1995 and 
1996. everything is starting to come togeth- 
er." a Western diplomat specialising in 
China's foreign policy said. 

Mr. Gore wrapped up a visit to Japan Mon- 
day that eased both nations' worries about cut- 
backs in American military forces in Asia. 

Mr. Gore was forthright in stating the 
United States u’anted to maintain its present 
troop levels in Japan and the rest of Asia, 
while Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto 
was equally firm in saying he would not 
give in to groups which want U.S. bases in 
Japan shut. 

During his 24 hours in Japan, part of an 
Asian tour that also includes China and 
South Korea, Mr. Gore delivered a speech 
to an environmental conference and in gen- 
eral made it dear that Japan remained the 
United States’ key ally in .Asia. 


Handover of Hong Kong to China 
will mark the end of British Empire 


KINSHASA (AFP) — 
Zairean President Mobutu 
Sese Seko was tight-lipped 
Monday on his plans for 
resol \ ing the crisis in his 
war-torn country, as the sit- 
uation in the resource-rich 
Shaba province now threat- 
ened by rebels remained 
tense. 

South African Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki said 
Sunday after a meeting with 
Mr. Mobutu that he was 
expecting the embattled 
leader io make an an- 
nouncement before Wed- 
nesday that would take the 
Zairean peace process for- 
ward. 

Mr. Mobutu himself said 
earlier that he would an- 
nounce “within 48 hours” 
what role he would assume 
in efforts to end the civil 
war. 

However there was no 
word Monday from the ail- 
ing president, who returned 
from the south of France 
after a prolonged absence 
Friday with a pledge to stop 
his country falling into the 
hands of rebels. 

In a fi\e-month offensive, 
rebel forces led by Laurent 
Desire Kabila have seized 
the eastern quarter of Zaire, 
taking the third city 
Kisangani last weekend anil 
moving in on Lubumbashi. 
the second biggest. 

There was fighting just 
north of Lubumbashi Sun- 
day as government troops 
tried to impose discipline on 
runaway soldiers hoping to 


BRUSSELS i R)— The Eu- 
ropean Union will take a 
brief break from economic 
and foreign policy worries 
Tuesday to celebrate the 
40th anniversary of one of 
its most important agree- 
ments. the Treaty of Rome. 

Foreign ministers from 
the 15-naiion bloc will meet 
in Italy's capital to mark the 
signing on March 25. 1957. 
of the pact between West 
Germany. France. Italy, the 
Netherlands. Belgium and 
Luxembourg to create a 
common market. 

The resulting European 
Economic Community is 
now the European Union, 
stretching from Ireland to 
Greece and Finland to 
Spain. 

Forty years ago — amid 
heavy rain hut "with a vast 
crowd gathering to view 
what was already billed as a 
historic pact to forge peace 
— the goal was to hind the 
continent's economies so 
tightly together as to make 
armed con Ilia impossible. 

It was particularly aimed 
at France and Germany. 
\\ hich had gone to war 
twice in the preceding half 
cent it rv. 


ministers attempted Mon- 
day io finalise plans It? send 
emergency humanitarian 
aid hi crisis-hit Albania, 
possibly hacked up a small 
force of inilitury police to 
ensure the security of con- 
voy s. 

Austria and Italy, which is 
i he EL 1 country most direct- 
ly affected bv the crisis, pre- 
sented proposals lor gelling 
food, medicine and oilier 
aid into Albania, where sup- 
plies are running low after 
three weeks of chaos. 

Bui there were few signs 
of a consensus emerging on 
ihe precise nature of EU 
involvement. 

German Foreign Minister 


DHAKA (R) — At least II 
people were killed and 
hundreds injured in .storms 
that lashed the Bangladesh 
coast and other districts 
over the weekend, police 
and officials said Monday. 

They said four people, 
including a teenage girl, 
were killed in the coastal 
districts of Barisal and Pa- 
tuakhali when their 
thatched houses collapsed 
Sunday. 

In the nearby district of 
Bhola. two people were 
killed in a house collapse 
and two others drowned 


loot the city in rhe face of 
the rebel advance. 

The clash occurred Sun- 
day afternoon at the village 
of Bwula. about 75 kilome- 
tres from Lubumbashi 
along the road to Kasenea. 

There were no details on 
the total number of those in- 
volved or the number of 
casualties. 

Government soldiers have 
run amok in every city ta- 
ken no far by die mainly 
Tutsi rebels, looting and pil- 
laging as the rebels close in 
before fleeing. 

Sunday’s clash came as 
pan of broader attempts by 
Zairean military authorities 
to head off the plunder. 

On Friday evening, sol- 
diers of Zaire's Special Pre- 
sidential Division lDSP> 
forcibly put down attempts 
at looting in Lubumbashi 
itself by around 12 soldiers 
who had tied advance posi- 
tions in the northeast of 
Shuha. 

Some 300 soldiers plan- 
ning looting in the city of 
Mbuji-Muyi. 600 kilome- 
tres northwest of Lubumba- 
shi. were also arrested, dis- 
armed and flown to Kinsha- 
sa over the weekend, sour- 
ces said. 

Mr. Kabila said Saturday 
that his troops were closing 
in on Mbuji-Mayi. with ad- 
\anee units at Kabinda. 100 
kilometres away. 

Many Lubumbashi resi- 
dents believe the rebels are 
now concentrating their ad- 
vance on Mbuji-Mayi. with 


The ministers who will 
meet Tuesday in Rome's Ca- 
pitol. where the treaty* was 
signed, now represent a bloc 
with 350 million people, a 
huge single market, one 
voice on international trade, 
and tentative joint foreign 
and justice policies. 

The bloc is also poised to 
take its most ambitious step, 
economic and monetary un- 
ion (EMU), by Jan. 1. 1999. 

This progress. European 
Commission President 
Jacques Santer said ahead 
of Tuesday's meeting, is the 
most significant result of 
the Treaty of Rome. 

"Within the same century', 
the same countries that 
twice confronted each other 
are to share a single curren- 
cy.” he said. 

Although the celebrations 
Tuesday will focus on what 
the EU has achieved — and 
few would deny that the 
Treaty of Rome has met its 
goals of creating peace and 
a common market among 
members — the event 
comes at a difficult time for 
the bloc. 

it has pruned incapable of 
reducing stubborn unem- 
ployment. currently running 


was ready ro provide aid 
and that security would be 
provided by ’ individual 
stales on a voluntary basis. 
The Organisation for Secu- 
rity and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCEr should be 
tasked with coordinating the 
operation, he said. 

France's Hene De Cha- 
retie insisted that the EU 
should lake the leading role. 
"This is Europe's responsi- 
bility. The EU must take 
charge." he said. 

Mr. De Chareue however 
did not repeat earlier French 
demands for the EU to get 
involved in a broader mili- 
tary mission in Albania, 
which were strongly resist- 
ed by Britain ami Germany- 
last weekend. 


when a fishing boat cap- 
sized in a river 

Police said a woman and 
her daughter were kilied 
when their house col- 
lapsed in the Rangamati 
district of the Chittagong 
Hill Tracis. One person 
died in northeastern Sylhet 
district, also when a house 
collapsed. 

Police and officials said 
hundreds of others were 
injured as the storms, 
accompanied by heavy 
rain, flattened houses and 
uprooted trees. 

Storms destroyed around 


its diamond wealth, rather 
than their own city, with its 
cobalt, copper and zinc 
mines. 

The opposition in Lubum- 
bashi expressed its support 
for the rebels Sunday. 

"Kabila means change. He 
is achieving what we have 
always aimed for." said 
Srepliane Lukonde-Kvenge. 
head of Uferi-Or, the" main 
opposition group in Shaba. 

In Kinshasa, however, 
opposition enthusiasm for 
Mr. Kabila and his Alliance 
of Democratic Forces for 
the Liberation of Congo- 
Zaire appeared to be on the 
wane. 

Radical opposition lead- 
ers. hoping for partnership, 
are angry at calls by Mr. 
Kabila for their parties to 
“join the alliance" and at the 
ban on political parties 
imposed in territories now- 
under rebel control. 

Opposition papers Mon- 
day accused Mr. Kabila of 
heading for “a dangerous 
totalitarian tendency” and 
ac-cused him of warning to 
“ar-rogate all powers to the 
det-riment of political and 
so-cial forces whose ... con- 
tribution to the democratisa- 
tion of the country is unde- 
niable.” 

Meanwhile, a contingent 
of 150 U.S. soldiers left the 
U.S. base in Vicenza, north- 
ern Italy. Sunday for West 
.Africa where they are to 
support an evacuation of 
Americans from Zaire 
should it become necessary. 


at about 1 1 per cent across 
the EU. 

The bloc has stood by 
helplessly as Renault work- 
ers and orhers have taken to 
the streets protesting rhe 
high-profile closure of a 
plant in Belgium, a move 
thaL tested commitment to 
Europe's "social model” of 
consultative labour policy. 

Meeting the criteria for 
joining the single currency 
has made Fighting unem- 
ployment even harder, lim- 
iting the spending countries 
can undertake as they try ro 
reduce their traditionally 
bloated budget deficits. 

In particular. Germany, 
the driving force behind 
EMU. finds itself in a di- 
lemma. It is struggling to 
qualify for EMU. but if it 
fudges the rules, it may also 
have to let in Italy with its 
relatively weak economy. 

That would be anathema 
to Germany’s monetary of- 
ficials and to the German 
public, which is sceptical 
about giving up the mark in 
the first place. Financial 
markets, though accepting 
there is a political will be- 
hind EMU. have begun talk- 
ing about a delay in launch- 


reiterated his opposition to 
military intervention. 

“There is some evidence 
the political situation is ve- 
ry. very slowly improving 
but 1 think the main concern 
will be at the humanitarian 
lev el. whether there are any 
immediate requirements of 
that kind." he said. 

Jan D'Ansembourg. the 
Dutch diplomat who led a 
fact-finding mission to Al- 
bania last week, reported 
that security, financial and 
humanitarian aid should be 
the main areas in which the 
EU should try to help Al- 
bania. 

A second mission to 
Tirana and the appointment 
of a special European coor- 
dinator in the Albanian cap- 
ital were also beinu dis- 


250 houses in the Chit- 
tagong and Rangamati dis- 
tricts. and flattened a lame 
camp for Burmese refij- 
gees in nearby Cox’s Ba- 
zar. 

Strong winds also up- 
rooted electric and tele- 
phone poles, disrupting 
power and telecommuni- 
cations in some areas. 

Three ships were dam- 
aged in the Bay of Bengal 
when a storm with winds 
of up to 124 kilometres per 
hour struck Bangladesh’s 
main port city of Chitta- 
gong early Sunday, port 


U.S. military officials said. 

The soldiers are to join a 
30-member U.S. military 
assessment ream already in 
the cities of Brazzaville and 
Libreville. 

Meanwhile. France and 
the United States have 
launched a joint diplomatic 
bid to push for a ceasefire 
and talks between President 
Mobutu and rebels fighting 
to overthrow him. officials 
said Monday. 

U.S. and French ambas- 
sadors were taking steps in 
some 20 African countries 
to argue the case, ahead of a 
summit of the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU) in 
Lome. Togo. Wednesday, 
the French Foreign Ministry 
said. 

Ministry spokesman 
Jacques Rummelhardt said 
the “joint initiative" by Pa- 
ris and Washington’ was 
aimed at stressing “the im- 
portance we attach to the 
ending of hostilities and the 
commitment to negotia- 
tions.” 

The African countries be- 
ing pressed over the issue 
include the 17 members of 
the OAU's conflict preven- 
tion body who will hold dis- 
cussions in Lome on how to 
resolve the Zaire crisis. 

U.S. and French diplo- 
mats will also push the case 
with other countries who 
are not members of this 
body, but who attended a 
summit on the crisis in 
Nairobi last week. 


ing the single currency until 
more countries are ready. 

In foreign policy, the bloc 
was already bloodied by a 
failure to stop the war in 
Bosnia without the United 
States. Now it finds itself 
divided over how to pro- 
ceed with Albania, an issue 
of particular concern to 
Tues-day's host. Ttaly. 

But although there are 
problems aplenty and huge 
differences over how much 
political integration Europe 
should undergo, the EU’s 
success has made member- 
ship a passionate goal of 
many countries outside its 
boundaries. 

A dozen countries have 
applied for membership and 
the first former Communist 
states — probably Poland. 
Hungary and the Czech Re- 
public — should join some 
time early in the next de- 
cade. Even Russia has ex- 
pressed interest in joining. 

EU foreign ministers will 
meet Tuesday morning to 
discuss a new treaty to pre- 
pare the bloc for enlarge- 
ment before adjourning to 
celebrate the 40 years of EU 
growth that has made it so 
attractive to others. 


cussed Monday. 

Italy has taken a lead in 
giving humanitarian aid to 
the Albanians. On Sunday 
military helicopters flew 
two tonnes of hospital 
equipment into the town of 
Vlore. in the south of the 
country and a plane carry- 
ing another six tonnes of 
supplies left for Tirana 
Monday. 

Mr. De Charene warned 
that failure to act on Albania 
would be a heavy blow to 
the credibility of the EU’s 
fledgling common foreign 
and security policy. 

“Tomorrow, we celebrate 
the 40th anniversary of the 
treaty of Rome. It would be 
extremely disappointing if 
we could not agree on send- 
ing aid.” 


officials said. A Singa- 
pore-flagged container 
ship. Kota Berjaya. broke 
loose from its mooring and 
struck the Banglar Kallol. 
a Bangladeshi ship, from 
the rear, port officials said. 

They said Banglar Kiron, 
another Bangladeshi ship, 
slammed into a stone wall 
on the Kamaphuli Chan- 
nel. 

Police said an unknown 
number of fishing boats 
were missing after the 
storm hit without warning 
from weather officials. 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain 
leaves Hong Kong in less 
than 100 days, with a cere- 
mony heralding the end of 
an empire and a promise to 
watch over the interests of 
6.2 million inhabitants that 
Her Majesty's government 
will be hard-pressed to 
keep. 

In the 13 years since the 
signing of the Sino-British 
joint declaration setting out 
conditions for Hong Kong 
50 years after the handover. 
London has warned, de- 
manded. cajoled Beijing to 
respect the terms and provi- 
sions of the agreement. 

And in those same years, 
particularly since Hong 
Kong Governor Chris Pat- 
ten's pro-democracy cam- 
paign which has angered 
Beijing, the Chinese have 
made it abundantly clear 
they would interpret the 
joint declaration as they see 
fit. 

“We. for our pan. intend 
to remain engaged in Hong 
Kong, engaged commer- 
cially. economically, cultur- 
ally and politically,” British 
Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind told parliament this 
week in his annual report on 
the colony. 

Mr. Rifkind delivered his 


report as the Joint Liaison 
Group (JLG), overseeing 
Hong Kong's return to Chi- 
nese sovereignty, was hold- 
ing its penultimate meeting 
in London, agreeing on lit- 
tle except a provisional 
guest list for the handover 
ceremony. 

London is counting on the 
the JLG's mandate in Hong 
Kong, which theoretically 
extends to Jan. 1, 2000, to 
monitor China's promises 
To respect human rights, 
maintain capitalist, and 
Hong Kong's autonomy. 

In short. Britain wants 
Beijing to make good on its 
50-year vow of “one coun- 
try - two systems” with res- 
pect to Hong Kong, which 
on July 1 become’s China’s 
Special Administrative 
Region (SAR). 

The “one-two" idea, 
brainchild of supreme lea- 
der Deng Xiaoping, ratified 
by former Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, aspires 
ro turn Hong Kong into a 
one-of-a-kind multi-system 
state, a son of two-headed 
economic dragon. 

Britain claims to have a 
say in Hong Kong’s future 
based on moral and consu- 
lar consideration, citing the 
British overseas national 


status it has given to some 
three million Hong Kong 
people. 

Holders of the limited Bri- 
tish passport, which does 
not allow residence in Bri- 
tain, has been sarcastically 
renamed by those who hold 
it as “British National No.” 

Britain, with tens of bil- 
lions in investment in Hong 
Kong and some 1.000 Bri- 
tish companies operating 
there, also has a certain eco- 
nomic interest in watching 
over its future. 

China has not minced 
words, saying it would tol- 
erate “no interference” bv 
Britain, dismissing as “im- 
perialist arrogance" the pro- 
democracy campaign of the 
governor whom it once 
scorned as a “tango dancer" 
and “prostitute." ~ 

Beijing, particularly in the 
regularly meetings ’of the 
JLG, has essentially turned 
a deaf ear to London’s pro- 
testations. making it clear 
that, come July 1. it will run 
Hong Kong as it sees fit 
with no need for British 
counsel.. 

London is also getting its 
share of criticism" from the 
very Hong Kong Democrats 
it seeks to protect. 


Burma 
detains |1 
100 monS 
in mosqum 

attack 

RANGOON (AFP) 
Burmese authorities round- 
ed up 100 militant monks 
after they stoned a mosque 
used by Indonesian embas- 
sy staff in western Ran- 
goon, hauling them away 
in army trucks, witnesses 
said Monday. 

The incident Sunday 
night was the first time 
monks had been detained 
by security forces in the 
capital since communal a 
unrest spread from the nor-" 
them city of Mandalay 
over the weekend. 

Hundreds of residents in 
the mixed but mostly 
Buddhist neighbourhood 
looked on as monks stoned 
the mosque and were later 
taken away by security i 
forces. 

There were no injuries in 
the incident and the attack- 
ers were unable to gain 
access to the mosque as it 
had been locked up for the 
night. 

Monks appeared at die 
mosque in Ahlone town- 
ship when security forces 
stationed there had gone on 
their regular rounds of the 
area. 

It was not immediately 
known whether the monks 
were still in detention. 

Several mosques were 
ransacked and the house of 
a Muslim man destroyed 
by monks in Rangoon over 
the weekend despite a 
security presence around 
mosques and monasteries. £ 

The general public has 
not joined the anti-Muslim 
attacks which began in 
Mandalay over the previ- 
ous weekend. 

The monks involved in 
Sunday’s attack came from 
two monasteries which 
played a role in pro-democ- 
racy demonstrations 
crashed by the junta when 
it? took power from the pre- 
vious military government 
in 1988. observers noted. 

Rangoon was calm Mon- 
day. with security forces 
maintaining a presence 
around mosques and mo- 
nasteries, but life in most 
of the city was normal. 

An 8:00 p.m. to 4:00 a.m. 
curfew was reported still in 
effect in seven Mandalay 
townships. Discontent was 
reported among monks in 
other cities, but reports that 
they had joined in acts of 
vandalism could not be 
confirmed. 

The unrest started in 
Mandalay following the 
release of Muslim suspects 
in the attempted rape of a j 
Buddhist girl at the begin-'' 
ning of the month. 

But analysts said young 
monks there were already 
angry as the authorities had 
thwarted their attempts to 
organise demonstrations 
against the reported deaths 
of 16 of their number in 
prison. 

The unrest in Rangoon 
came as a government-spon- 
sored central welfare com- 
mittee for monks held a 
three-day conference at the 
capital’s Kaba Aye Pagoda, 
only the fourth such meeting 
in its 18-year existence. 

The attacks maned official 
ceremonies at ihe Pagoda 
Sunday marking the end of 
the conference and the 
“Tabaung" full moon day. an 
important holiday for Bur : .^j 
mese Buddhists, who make 
up 85 per cent of the coun- 
try’s 46 million people. 

Muslims comprise only 
3.9 per cent of the popula- 
tion. 

Genera] Myo NyunL, the 
junta’s religious minister, 
took the opportunity to ask 
elder monks “to remove 
destructive elements within 
the monkhood," the official 
Burmese -language Mirror 
reported Monday. 

Most of the more than 
400.000 monks in the 
country were properly in- 
volved in propagating the 
Buddha's teachings, bin 
some were disgracing the 
religion, he said. 

Junta Second Secretary 
Tin Oo was cited as saying 
in the press Sunday that “big t 
foreign nations and organi- ‘f 
sations” backing opposition 
and underground elements 
were behind it. 


EU to mark 40th anniversary of Treaty of Rome 


EU seeks to finalise aid package for Albania 

BRUSSELS i AFP) — Eu- 
ropean Union iEU) foreign 


Klaus Kinkcl said the EU Britain's Malcolm Rifkind 

Storms kill 11 Bangladeshis, injure hundreds 
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The body of a member of the Order of the Solar Temple is removed from a burnt house in St Cazimir some 37 
miles west of Quebec City. Five people were found dead In a mysterious blaze at a house owned by a doomsday cult 
involved in a string of suicides and murders (Keuter photo) 

Swiss authorities contact Solar Temple members 


ZURICH (R) — Swiss 
police began contacting So- 
lar Temple member; in 
Switzerland after five mem- 
bers of the doomsday cult 
died in a blazing house in 
Canada in an apparent ritual 
suicide pact, authorities said 
Monday. 

Fribourg Cantona! Police 
said in a statement that as of 
late Sunday they had con- 
tacted rwo- thirds of the per- 
sons in Switzerland associ- 
ated with the cult and were 
still trying to reach the rest 
of those on their list. 

They said there was no 
.evidence of a similar disas- 
|h- in Switzerland and they 
planned no further state- 
ments. 

Switzerland was the scene 


of what authorities believe 
was a mass ritual murder 
linked to the cult in 1 994. 

The Swiss News Agency 
(SDA) reported that author- 
ities in the cantons of Gene- 
va and Vaud were undertak- 
ing similar measures and 
police in France and Bel- 
gium were also taking ac- 
tion. 

Police in Saint Casimir, 
Quebec, Saturday night 
found the charred bodies of 
three women and two men 
inside a house owned by a 
member of the Solar Tem- 
ple. an international sect 
which believes death by rit- 
ualised suicide leads to re- 
birth in a place called “Si- 
rius." 

Police identified the dead 


as two French women, two 
Swiss men and a Canadian 
woman and said they inc- 
luded the house owner, his 
wife and her mother. 

in 1994 and 1995, 69 
Solar Temple cult members 
died in suspicious circum- 
stances in fires in Switzer- 
land and Quebec. 

On OcL 5. 1994, police 
found 23 bodies in a burn- 
ing farmhouse in the village 
of Cheiry near the central 
Swiss city of Fribourg. 

Another 25 charred corp- 
ses were found in three cha- 
lets in the village of 
G ranges- Sur- Sal van. about 
100 lulometres to the south 
in the Valais Canton. 

Canadian police discov- 
ered five more bodies, inc- 


luding that of a three- 
month-oJd baby, at the Que- 
bec resort of Morin Heights 
later that day. 

Andre Pillar, the Fribourg 
magistrate who led Swiss 
inquiries into the deaths, 
said in his final report last 
April that he thought all but 
15 of the 53 victims in Swit- 
zerland had been murdered 
with guns or poison or by 
asphyxiation. 

The victims were mainly 
Swiss and French, but inc- 
luded Canadians. Belgians 
and a Spaniard. Sixteen 
members of the Solar Tem- 
ple, hall' of whom were 
Sw'iss. died in an outdoor 
murder-suicide in south- 
eastern France in December 
1995. 


Gingrich kicks off Asian tour in South Korea 


SEOUL (R) — U.S. House 
of Representatives Speaker 
Newt Gingrich arrived id 
South Korea "Monday for a 
three-day visit expected '.ip 
focus on North Korea and 
thorny trade issues. 

Mr. Gingrich and 1 1 con- 
gressmen will visit the hea- 
vily-fortified demilitarised 
zone that divides the Ko- 
rean peninsula and meet 
President Kim Young-Sara. 

South Korea is their first 
stop on an Asian tour that 
will also take them to Chi- 
na, Japan. Hong Kong and 
Taiwan. 

But their visit to Seoul has 
been overshadowed by a 
domestic corruption scandal 
that has engulfed Mr. Kim 
and their counterparts in the 
National Assembly. 

“He has picked the wrong 
time to come to Korea." 
%aid Moon Jung-In, a poli- 
tics professor at Seoul’s 
Yonsei University. 

Mr. Moon said Mr. Ging- 
rich and his entourage were 


likely to get a cool reception 
. to any pressure on South 
’ Korea to open wider its 
markets to U.S. goods and 
| services. 

“Korea is embroiled in a 
domestic battle and Presi- 
dent Kim Young-Sam is 
entering a lame-duck 
stage,” he said. “It's not a 
good time to pressure South 
Korea to open its markets." 

Mr. Kim is battling to li- 
mit the damage from a bri- 
bery scandal surrounding 
the collapse of a steelmaker 
in January under S5.8 bil- 
lion in debts. Ten people, 
including three of Mr. 
Kim’s close aides, are now 
on trial. 

The scandal has rocked 
South Korea and added 
strains to an economy sag- 
ging under a huge trade de- 
ficit. 

U.S. businesses complain 
that Seoul is trying to cut its 
deficit with a campaign 
against luxury spending 
aimed at Western imports. 


such as cars and spirits. 

Mr. Gingrich is the first of 
a slew of U.S. visitors, inc- 
luding Vice-President A1 
Gore, scheduled to arrive 
this week. 

Mr. Gore is likely to try to 
convince Seoul to be more 
flexible in dealing with 
North Korea, where famine 
is looming, political ana- 
lysts said. But the analysts 
said he would meet resis- 
tance. 

The United States and 
South Korea are waiting for 
North Korea to respond to 
an offer for four- way talks, 
also including China, aimed 
at securing a peace mecha- 
nism to replace a truce that 
ended the 1950-53 Korean 
war. 

The talks were proposed 
by U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton and President Kim last 
April. 

Many South Koreans fear 
Washington will give in too 
easily to North Korean de- 
mands for food as the price 


for peace. 

"In dealing with North 
Korea, the U.S. has always 
been the driver and South 
Korea in the back seal,” said 
Kang Sung-Hack a profes- 
sor of political science at 
Korea University. 

He said that while Wa- 
shington dangled the pros- 
pect of food aid to bring 
North Korea out of its isola- 
tion, Seoul worried it would 
have to pick up the tab. 

“This is an election year 
and a lot of conservative 
voters are still against sup- 
plying too much aid to 
North Korea," said Kim 
Sung-Han. a professor at the 
Institute of Foreign Affairs 
and National Security. 

Cho Yong-Kyun, also a 
professor at the institute, 
which acts as a Foreign Mi- 
nistry think-tank, said the 
U.S. visitors were expected 
to press South Korea most 
forcefully on opening its 
lucrative car and telecom- 
munications markets. 


Dalai Lama holds out olive branch to China 


TAIPEI I" AFP) — The Dalai 
Lama Monday extended an 
olive branch to China, urg- 
ing it to hold talks on Tibet 
and warning that otherwise 
Tibetan Buddhist culture 
was in danger of extinction. 

"Until some degree of 
freedom or autonomy mate- 
rialises, sooner or later 
Tibetan Buddhist culture 
win die. This is not party 
politics, or power politics," 
the exiled Tibetan leader 
told, a packed press confer- 
ence in Taipei. 

He repeated an offer to 
Beijing to sit down and talk 
without any pre-conditions 
to tiy to reach an agreed 
solution on his homeland, 
which he fled in 1959 when 
Chinese troops brutally sup- 
pressed an uprising against 
eight years of Chinese rule. 

The offer was firsl made 


in 19S7 as part of a five- 
point plan, but so far there 
has been no official 
response from China. 

Instead. Beijing has con- 
tinued to treat the spiritual 
leader as one of its biggest 
foes, along with Taiwan, 
which separated from the 
mainland in 1949 after a bit- 
ter civil war. 

China is seething at the 
Dalai Lama’s current six- 
day trip to Taiwan which 
began Saturday, accusing 
him of colluding with Tai- 
wan leaders to divide the 
motherland. 

A Taiwan newspaper, the 
United Daily News, said 
Monday that the People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) was 
planning to hold war games 
in southeast China next 
month in a move which may 
be related to the Dalai La- 


ma’s visit. 

However the report was 
denied by a Chinese De- 
fence Ministry spokesman 
who said: “I'm not aware of 
any such maneouvres or 
plans.” 

The Dalai Lama reacted 
strongly to Beijing’s accu- 
sations that his trip to 
Taiwan was a conspiracy, 
and told reporters he had 
informed the Chinese gov- 
ernment well in advance. 

“My position is clear. I am 
not seeking indejjendence 
although Tibet is historical- 
ly a separate country.” he 
said, adding that he was 
seeking genuine autonomy, 
and dimissing notions that 
he was a separatist 

“My main concern is not 
just the political status — 
self-rule, autonomy or inde- 
pendence. I do not consider 


this the most important 
thing. The most important 
thing is the preservation of 
Tibetan Buddhist culture," 
he added. 

Since the 1959 abortive 
uprising the Tibetan govern- 
ment in exile has been 
based in northern India, and 
the Dalai Lama’s trip to 
Taiwan marks the first time 
in about 40 years that he has 
visited a Chinese society. 

The Dalai Lama repeated 
his vow to resign as the 
political leader of Tibet 
once his exiled government 
returns home, in order to 
allow free elections to take 
place. 

“As soon as we return to 
Tibet I will resign” as polit- 
ical head, he said, adding 
“the head of the local gov- 
ernment should be an elect- 
ed official." 


Night of stars, parties ahead for Hollywood 


LOS ANGELES tR» — Lights ... And ... Action Holly- 
wood was ready Monday for its big Oscars show followed 
by an endless night of parrying. 

Four 20-foot tall replicas of the Oscar statue stood guard 
at the doors of the Shrine Auditorium to welcome the stars 
and the Hollywood power elite for the 69th annual 

Academy Awards. . , . , . 

A thousand movie fans who got seats m the bleachers out- 
side were armed with cameras to snap their favourites who 
were to stride alone the red carper in die California sun 
4 “1 slept on the concrete." said one fan. Kenan Jones, who had 

• camped out for two nights. “It hurt bad, but it was worth it, 
he said, as carpenters hammered the final nails into stage mid 
scenery and electricians adjusted lights tor the night when 
Hollywood outdoes even itself with extravagance. 


This is the night the movie-making capiral of the world 
purs on a show — and what a dazzling sight with SI 40 mil- 
lion worth of diamonds donared by an international jew- 
eller and destined for the necks, wrists and earlobes of the 
famous — at least just for Oscar night. 

In addition, the world’s biggesi-name designers have 
been knocking each other over to entice die stars to wear 
their gowns and tuxedos. 

And after the show, it’s party time as studios hoped to 
attract the rich and famous to their post-Oscar bashes. 

Apart from the traditional “Governor's Ball” for 1,650 
guests, Elton John’s AIDS benefit party was expected to be 
the hottest ticket in town. An added attraction for the 
British singer this year is that he turns 50 the following day. 


U.S.-Belarus row hots up with 
expulsion of U.S. diplomat 


MINSK (AFP)— The Uni- 
ted States lodged a strong 
protest Monday over the ex- 
pulsion of one of its diplo- 
mats from Belarus after he 
was arrested at an opposi- 
tion protest and accused of 
working for ihe CIA. 

The expulsion was the lat- 
est round in a growing row 
between Minsk and Wa- 
shington. 

On Friday, the United 
States suspended 540 mil- 
lion in aid to Belarus be- 
cause of what it called hu- 
man rights violations under 
President Alexander Luka- 
shenko. who has forced 
through constitutional chan- 
ges to amass huge powers. 

The diplomat, briefly de- 
tained at a banned opposi- 
tion protest Sunday, “has 
been declared persona non 
grata and given 24 hours to 
leave the country." Belarus 
Security Council Secretary 
Vasil Baranov told AFP. 

“The American diplomat 
is a CIA agent." he said, 
referring to die Central In- 
telligence Agency. 

Belarussian authorities 
identified the expelled dip- 
lomat as Serge Alexandrov, 
first secretary’ at the em- 
bassy. 


A U.S. embassy spokes- 
man said a "strong protest" 
had been made by the U.S. 
ambassador in Minsk to the 
authorities and that "the 
highest levels of the state 
department in Washington 
have been informed.” 

The diplomat was “un- 
justly and illegally detained 
by Belarussian authorities 
while earning out normal 
diplomatic functions entire- 
ly in keeping with his diplo- 
matic duties.” the spokes- 
man said. 

“The allegations were to- 
tally groundless." he said. 

The spokesman con- 
firmed that the diplomat 
had been expelled. “I think 
he will leave today." he 
said. 

The embassy said it could 
not confirm the identity of 
the diplomat and could not 
“confirm or deny he was in 
any way or form involved 
with the opposition” pro- 
test. 

About 10.000 opposition 
supporters marched through 
central Minsk on their way 
to a rally marking the 79th 
anniversary of the founding 
in 1918 of the short-lived 
Belarus Republic, later for- 
cibly incorporated into the 


Soviet Union. 

According to the police. 
81 people were arrested du- 
ring the march and 63 
charged with violating pub- 
lic order, which carries a 
maximum sentence of 15 
days imprisonment or a 
fine. 

Two of those arrested 
were leaders of the main 
opposition parry, the Bela- 
rus Popular Front, which 
organised the protest. Inter- 
fax reported. 

A popular front source 
said that more than 1 00 peo- 
ple may have been detained, 
it was not dear at what 
point the U.S. diplomat was 
arrested. 

Clashes left 1 ! policemen 
injured, two hospitalised, a 
police spokesman said. 

Popular Front Deputy 
Chairman Vinisuk Yichorko 
called the diplomat's arrest 
and expulsion “a new Mage 
of anti-Western hysteria." 

Mr. Yichorko told repor- 
ters his party had no links 
with the diplomat, but “it's 
completely norma! that a 
diplomat in a country ob- 
serves events." 

"This is another anti-Wes- 
tern spectacle." party mem- 
ber Vvacheslav Sivchuk 


saij. 

Popular From officials 
said one of those arrested 
was a 24- year-old man who 
was hospitalised in inten- 
sive care after police held 
him for hours without al- 
lowing him treatment for 
diabetes. 

Mr. Lukashenko acquired 
sweeping new powers in a 
controversial referendum 
on Nov. 24 last year and 
disbanded (he former par- 
liament. replacing it with an 
assembly staffed with loyal 
deputies. 

Under the new con.slilu- 
tion. he has die right to dis- 
solve parliament, veto its 
decisions, and hire and lire 
the heads of key bodies 
including the constitutional 
conn, the Supreme Coun 
and (he Central Bank. 

On March 6 he imposed 

restrictions on the right to 
demonstrate, banning slo- 
gans which "humiliate the 
authorities.” along with the 
red-and-uhite indepen- 
dence Hag. which he rep- 
laced with the republic's 
tonne r Soviet -era Hag. 

One of Mr. Lukashenko's 
main goals is to create a 
union between Belarus and 
Russia. 


Thousands Sri Lanka Navy destroys 

^placed rpj flotUla; toll hits 10 Q 


displaced 
by Afghan 
fighting 

KABUL (AFP) — Tens of 
thousands of civilians have 
been displaced by heavy 
fighting in the northwest 
Afghan province of Bad- 
ghis. Red Cross officials 
Fold AFP Monday. 

Battles between the Isla- 
mic Taleban militia and 
nor-them-based opposition 
for-ces in the isolated area 
have sent nearly 20.000 
people fleeing to safer 
areas of the country, a 
spokesman for the Inter- 
national Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) said 
here. 

“We are now evaluating 
the situation of Internally 
Displaced Persons <IDPs) 
in Herat who fled Badghis 
be-cause of the military sit- 
uation.” Jean-Luc Paladini 
stated. 

He said the IDPs had set- 
tled in the neighbouring 
province of Herat because 
of the escalating war bet- 
ween the Taleban forces 
and troops loyal to north- 
ern warlord General Abdul 
Ra-shid Dostum, who is 
allied with ousted Herat 
Governor Ismael Khan. 

‘These IDPs are in deep 
need of housing, food and 
water." Mr. Paladini said. 

"ICRC should implement 
a special assistance prog- 
ramme for them in the next 
week," he added. 

Mr. Paladini stressed that 
the ICRC-assisted Afghans 
from Badghis did not rep- 
resent the full number of 
IDPs who have sought 
refuge in Herat — they 
were just the “most needy” 
according to Red Cross cri- 
teria. 

Other IDPs from Badgis 
are staying with relatives in 
Herat, while the United 
Nations also administers 
camps for a further 2,700 
displaced families. Aid 
agencies calculate that 
each family contains 
around seven people. 

Mr. Paladini said an addi- 
tional 6,000 IDP families 
were currently on a 168-ki- 
lometre westward march 
from the Badghis capital of 
Qala-i-Naw to Herat city, 
which is under Taleban 
control. 

The Taleban appear to be 
under threat in Qala-i-Naw 
from the joint opposition 
forces. 

Qala-i-Naw, now basical- 
ly a garrison town, has re- 
portedly been heavily rein- 
forced with Taleban fight- 
ers in anticipation of an 
opposition assault. 

Taleban press spokesman 
Mullah Amir Shah Mut- 
taqi, the acting minister of 
culture and information, 
has repeatedly denied any 
military advance by oppo- 
sition forces in Badghis. 


COLOMBO l AFP) — Up 
(o 100 Tamil rebels were 
killed when the Sri Lankan 
Navy sank a dozen Tiger 
guerrilla craft during a 
fierce sea battle Monday, 
the Defence Ministry here 
said in a statement. 

The fighting broke out 
when the* Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
mounted a ferocious assault 
on a routine navy patrol 
about 25 kilometres off the 
coast of northeastern Mul- 
laitivu town, the ministry 
said.* 1 " 

“At least 80 to 100 terror- 
ists were killed and 50 to 70 
were wounded during the 
confrontation.” the ministry 
statement said, adding one 
navy sailor was also killed 
and eight others wounded. 

A Defence Ministry 
spokesman said 12 rebel 
boats. including two 
manned by suicide cadres 
known as Black Sea Tigers, 


were destroyed while ano- 
ther 10 were damaged by 
the navy. 

Defence sources said the 
navy sent reinforcements to 
the area and were success- 
ful in beating off the rebel 
onslaught which was led by 
two boats packed with ex- 
plosives and four Black Sea 
Tigers. 

The attack was coordinat- 
ed by a navy mothership, 
the Parakramabahu. and a 
total of six gun boats were 
involved in the fighting, the 
sources said, adding there 
was minor damage to the 
navy craft. 

The navy patrol was mov- 
ing from the northeastern 
port of Trincomalee and 
moving northwards towards 
the peninsula of Jaffna 
when it was attacked, the 
sources said. 

There was no immediate 
word from the LTTE about 
the latest confrontation. 


Lust week, security forces 
carried out raids over Mul- 
lailivu and also used ihe na- 
vy to pound coastal bases of 
the LTTE’s naval unit 
know n as ihe Sea Tigers. 

An air force helicopter 
gun^hip disappeared near 
Mullaiiivu Wednesday with 
eight people, including two 
Russians, on board. Tiger 
guerrillas are believed to 
have shot down the aircraft. 

The LTTE has located its 
military as well as political 
headquarters in Mullaitivu 
after losing the former bas- 
tion of Jaffna in the north of 
the country to security for- 
ces earlier last year. 

The Tigers are leading a 
drawn-out campaign for 
independence in the north- 
east where the two million 
Tamil minority is concen- 
trated. 

More than 50.000 people 
have been killed in bitter 
fighting in the past 24 years. 


11 people massacred in Indian state 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Eleven villagers were shot 
dead and one seriously in- 
jured by a militia of upper- 
caste landowners in the nor- 
thern Indian state of Bihar, 
domestic news agencies 
reported Monday. 

About 100 armed mem- 
bers of the outlawed Ranvir 
Sena militia opened fire on 
lower caste villagers in 
Kab. a Maoist Bastion near 
the state capital Patna Sun- 
day night, police said. 

The United News of India 
(UNI), quoting police offi- 
cials, said the T 1 died on the 
spot while another person 
was critically injured in the 
late night attack. 

“The killings are a sequel 
to the ongoing war between 
the two groups to claim 
supremacy in the region," 
official sources told UNI. 

The Press Trust of India 


tPTI) said the state Chief 
Minister Laloo Prasad Ya- 
dav and senior police offi- 
cials had rushed to the Kab 
village. 

Political leaders in the 
state, meanwhile, demand- 
ed a judicial inquiry into the 
massacre and asked Mr. Ya- 
dav to resign accepting 
“moral responsibility" for 
the killings. 

Vijay Shanker Mishra. 
vice-president of the state’s 
Congress ill party accused 
the state administration of 
"failing miserably in con- 
trolling the law and order. 

"There is an urgent need 
to disband the private ar- 
mies and Mr. Yadav should 
resign." 

The shadowy Ranvir Sena 
is one of the most powerful 
of Bihar’s half-dozen pri- 
vate armies and is believed 
to have thousands of upper- 


caste Hindu youths on its 
rolls. 

Bihar is prime 10 caste con- 
flict and clashes between pri- 
vate militias operated by 
upper-caste feudal landlords 
and Maoist guerrillas have 
left more than 200 people 
dead over the past two years. 

"The situation in the Kab 
village is tense." a police 
spokesman said. "We are 
conducting search opera- 
tions in ihe village to nab 
the killers." 

Maoist insurgents have 
been waging an armed cam- 
paign in Bihar for more 
than two decades io rescue 
poor farmers in the suite 
from virtual bondage b\ 
rich landowners. 

Twenty low-caste Hindu 
villagers, mostly women 
and children, were killed by 
Ranvir Sena miliums in 
Julv a vear aeo in ihe state. 


Indian PM vows to punish 
Hindu killers in Kashmir 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Indian Prime Minister H.D, 
Deve Gowda Monday 
vowed to punish attackers 
who gunned down seven 
Hindus in Kashmir, as pro- 
tests over the massacre 
swept parts of the Hima- 
layan state. 

Mr. Deve Gowda, before 
leaving for a three-day visit 
to Russia, also warned Pa- 
kistan that India will not 
tolerate terrorist violence in 
the northern frontier state. 

"The perpetrators of this 
act of terror shall not escape 
the consequences of their 
horrible crime." the prime 
minister said of the pre- 
dawn massacre in Kashmir 
Saturday. 

“Their masters abroad, 
who aid and abet cross-bor- 


der terrorism, should under- 
stand the entire Indian na- 
tion stands together in de- 
fence of its territorial in- 
tegrity and secular unity.” 
he said without naming Pa- 
kistan. 

“All (Indian) communi- 
ties and states are one in the 
defence of these values." 
Mr. Deve Gowda added. 

Ten suspected Muslim 
militants with AK-47 as- 
sault rifles stormed Sang- 
rant Pura village, 30 kilo- 
metres north of Srinagar, 
early Saturday and ordered 
eight men out of their 
homes. 

The screaming Hindus 
were marched to a field, or- 
dered to line up and gunned 
down. Seven men died ins- 
tantly. but a student. Axhok 


Pandit, survived. The dead 
included two brothers and a 
father and son. 

‘The restoration of a 
democratic government in 
Kashmir has opened a new 
chapter and defeated the 
designs of the terrorists and 
their masters abroad." Mr. 
Deve Gowda said. 

News agencies said a pro- 
Indian Muslim militant 
group called a general strike 
Monday over the massacre, 
and shut down businesses in 
the southern Kashmiri dis- 
trict of Anantnag. 

Shops, offices and banks 
were closed and there was 
no traffic on the streets after 
the Ikhwan group of former 
guerrilla fighters called for 
a one-dav strike, the agen- 
cies said. 
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Halting peace process? 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
says that the peace talks with the Palestinians are 
not suspended despite the conditions he wants the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA) to meet, 
which virtually make a resumption of the peace 
talks near impossible. Mr. Netanyahu's condi- 
tions appear to be meant to halt the peace process 
with the Palestinians altogether — an objective 
that now seems to lop his and his coalition part- 
ners' agenda. By doing so. Mr. Netanyahu appar- 
ent^ wants to achieve two goals: one, to satisfy 
his coalition partners, and two. to send signals to 
the outside world (hat the peace talks with the 
Palestinians arc still going on despite all recent 
events. 

Whirl lends credence to this assumption is that 
most, if not all. of the Israeli conditions have 
already been met by the PNA ever since the two 
sides started cooperating on security measures. 
The list of six conditions, for example, calls on the 
PNA to “tighten its cooperation with Israel in the 
area of security." The fact though is that the dif- 
ferent Palestinian security organisations have 
been fully cooperating with the Israelis to the 
extent that some Palestinian circles accuse their 
own security forces of becoming subservient to 
the Israelis. 

On the other hand, the Israelis cannot accuse 
the PNA of waging a hostile propaganda against 
them since the Palestinians are only reacting to 
Israeli intransigence, and to the building of settle- 
ments. Israel should not expect the Palestinians 
not to sound the alarm against Israeli policies and 
actions that endanger the peace process. If at this 
stage of peace Israel demands the Palestinians to 
meet some conditions, then there is nothing that 
prevents tile PNA from putting forward its own. 
Top of these is an immediate end to all Israeli 
measures that aim to preempt the results of the 
final status talks. Since Israel is now prepared to 
speed up these final status negotiations, there can 
be no pressing reason for it to predetermine them 
by its deeds. Israel should realise that it is not the 
Palestinians who bear the responsibility for ter- 
rorism. Rather it is Israel's determined efforts to 
foreclose the shape and form of the final stages of 
negotiation which are pushing the parties closer 
than ever to “the edge of an abyss.” Cooperating 
with Israel on the six security-related conditions 
is not. therefore, the essence of the conflict. More 
fundamental, political related issues are what at 
stake at this stage of the negotiating process. 
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HEFORF AND after the lei Avi\ blast, the Israelis 
were blaming Yasser Arafat and the Palestinian 
National Authority for resistance acii\it> which the> 
call acts ol terrorism against Israeli targets, said SaJah 
Janar. a writer for Al Ra'i. Mr. Arafat has done all in 
liis power to ensure M.vuril\: and no acts ui terrorism 
haw been launched Irom lerritoiy under his control, 
bin the Tel \vi' blast and others like it came from 
.uv.i- ••till under occupation, according to the writer, 
lie said it Israel’s formidable military power could 
not prevent the blast, how can Mr. Netanyahu expect 
from the newly established Palestinian National 
Authority, with its meagre resources and power, to 
etjsuic security for Israel, asked the writer. Mr. 
Netanyahu has been demanding that Mr. Arafat pre- 
vent any resistance activity at a rime when Israel 
maintains its repicssive measures, provoking the 
Palestinians into committing such activity to secure 
their freedom, added the writer. He asked how the 
Palestinian National Authority cjn prevent oppressed 
Palestinians from committing suicide attacks when 
this authority's hands are tied and facing Israel’s ille- 
gal measures and the const met ion of Jewish settle- 
ments. in deli.mee of the Palestinian people. The only- 
way to prevent further bloodshed, he said, is a total 
Israeli withdrawal from the occupied Arab lands. 

A WRITER lor Al Mujd weekly discussed the ques- 
tion of Ittreign nurses' employment in Jordan and said 
the time has come for disposing of non-Jordanian 
workers in various fields, now that Jordanians face a 
rising rate of unemployment. Yousef Azm said the 
private hospitals are teeming with non-Jordanian 
nurses, estimated at 2.000. while many graduates 
from Jordanian nursing schools are looking for jobs. 
The writer said that the owners of private hospitals 
have been employing foreign nurses under the pretext 
lhai they have good'" experience, hut after the estab- 
lishment of nursing schools. Jordan has been graduat- 
ing great number of qualified and trained nurses who 
can easily fill the place of the guest nurses. The time 
has come lor the government to look into this impor- 
tant issue and help end this awkward situation, and. in 
the process, save the country a fortune in hard curren- 
cy spent on foreign nurses and give jobs to the 
Jordanian nurses, said die writer. The nurses associa- 
tion. lie said, should take up this vital matter with the 
Mint>ir\ of Labour and undertake the task of finding 
jobs for Jordanian nurses, said the writer, adding that 
this is not only a professional mission but also a 
national dulv. 
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Palestine, China and other illusions in the lands of Semites * 


THINGS ARE not always as they appear to be in our 
Middle Eastern world of the Semites — both Arabs and 
Israelis — as this week proves yet again, in several differ- 
ent spheres. 

1 1 The belief that terror threatens the peace process is 
once again being shown to be untrue, and a reflection of 
emotional fears rather than political actuality. In fact, ter- 
ror and violence by both sides since the early 19S0s have 
always — and I stress always — speeded up the peace 
process, rather than retarded it. especially since the 1993 
Oslo accord. We have experienced many acts of violence 
in recent years that either deliberately aimed to stop the 
peace process or threatened such an outcome by stressing 
the security and national needs of only one side — the 
most noteworthy and ugly were the bus and suicide bomb- 
ings in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, the assassination of 
Yitzhak Rabin, the Israeli war in Lebanon and the Cana 
massacre in April 1996. the two separate killings of 
Palestinians in Hebron by Israeli gunmen, the killing of 
Israeli schoolgirls in Baqoura earlier this month, the fight- 
ing after the opening of the tunnel in Jerusalem last year 
and the latest Israeli construction on east Jerusalem lands 
that are subject to negotiation in the final scams talks. 

After every one of these incidents tensions and fears rose 
sharply, the peace process paused momentarily, grave 
warnings were issued by both sides, our television screens 
were full of frowning politicians... and then, about rwo to 
three weeks later in every instance — magically, perhaps, 
in this land of miracles — we witnessed not only a 
resumption of the peace talks, but also a heightened sense 
of urgency. The reason for this is clear: the violence is not 
an inevitable herald of the future, but a frightening 
reminder of what has been suffered in the past. The vio- 
lence this month — whether political violence by the 
Israeli government against Arab rights in Jerusalem or 
physical violence by lone Palestinians and Jordanians 
against Israeli civilians — reaffirms two simultaneous 
facts: the proven and utter failure of violence as a means 
of resolving our conflict, but the ironic and repeated effi- 
cacy of violence as a means of speeding up the political 
negotiations. Mr. Netanyahu’s sudden cadi to move quick- 
ly to the final status negotiations is probably the latest and 
best available sign of this fact. 

2. The idea that the Oslo process' gradualist approach 
leads to incremental trust between Palestinians and Israelis 
is proving leaky, if not totally outdated and irrelevant. The 


completion of the easy first stages of Oslo and today’s sud- 
den focus on the central issues of the conflict — land, sov- 
ereignty. national and refugee rights, and the sum total of 
all these in the symbol of Jerusalem — has sparked maxi- 
malist demands from both sides. The construcdve ambi- 
guity of the Oslo process is no longera positive factor, but 
has become a great burden and a frightening sword over 
the head and land of each side. Building trust is no longer 
the primary aim of the peace process; the primary aim 
must now be to partition the land, enjoy parallel, contigu- 
ous and equal sovereignties in Israel and Palestine, and 
then work for longer terra, people-to-people trust and rec- 
onciliation from a foundation of shared dignity and secu- 
rity. 

3. The slogan that Mr. Netanyahu and his right-wing 
government will bring both peace and security to the 
Jewish people is proving comical, often in a tragic way. 
Neranyahu’s oddball government coalition has alienated 
almost every possible Arab and international partner for 
peace that Israel had cultivated since the Madrid talks in 
1 99 1 ; it has seriously undermined Arab support for peace 
and maintained a real sense of insecurity among Israelis. 
Palestine is not China; Bibi Netanyahu is not Richard 
Nixon. 

4. Mr. Netanyahu’s promise to Israelis this week that he 
would never withdraw from “Judea, Samaria and Gaza” or 
accept a Palestinian state is good news for the Palestinians. 
because it almost certainly means that he is preparing to 
withdraw from the West Bank and Gaza and accept the 
reality of a Palestinian state. The stark fact of modem his- 
tory. since the 1970s, is that every major pledge by an 
Israeli leader about what Israel would or would not do in 
peace making with the Arabs has been unceremoniously 
broken and forgotten — from Moshe Dayan's pledge 
never to leave the Sinai, to Menachem Begin’s pledge 
never to uproot Israeli settlements, to Yitzhak Rabin’s 
pledge never to leave the Golan Heights, to every Israeli 
prime minister’s pledge never to recognise or negotiate 
with the PLO. to Bibi Netanyahu’s pledge never to shake 
Yasser Arafat’s hand, among others. 

The hard-line statements of Israeli leaders tend to con- 
ceal the more pragmatic, moderate position of the Israeli 
public — as we already see, for example, on the questions 
of settlements, withdrawal from the Golan Heights or 
sharing Jerusalem among Israelis and Palestinians in a 
manner that satisfies both sides’ desperate yet real needs 


Dying gasp of fortress Israel? 


for symbols and sovereignties in the holy city. Similarly, 
the Palestinian demands for substantial Israeli withdrawals 
from occupied Palestinian lands reflect the widespread 
Arab desire to implement the full promise of the peace 
process, rather than to bring it to an end. What leaders say 
in public are opening negotiating positions; what they do 
at the negotiations is very different, as recent time has 
proven over and over. 

5. Palestinian and Israeli political leaders both threaten 
to" stop the peace talks, but both are lying through their 
teeth. They will slow down but never stop the peace 
process because they know that the end of the peace 
process will also be the end of their political incumbencies 
and perhaps their careers. Both sides repeatedly threaten to 
break off peace talks because they know that this is the 
worst thing they could do to the other side. Why? Because 
they both know that the most cherished goal of the other 
side, as of their own side, is to make the peace process 
work and succeed. The mutual threat to stop the peace 
process is not a sign of the process’ vulnerability, but 
rather of its strength, durability and importance to both 
sides. This is why the process has endured and survived 
the many violent attempts by crazed killers on either side 
to bring it to an end. 

If these points highlight the underlying strength ot the 
peace process, they should also alert us to its more obvi- 
ous weaknesses. These weaknesses are partly due to the 
vague nature of the Oslo process, partly to the imbalance 
in power between Israelis and Palestinians, partly to real 
fears facing both peoples, and partly to the amateurish 
conduct of Israeli and Palestinian political leaders. The 
antidote to all four of these deficiencies is not the end of 
the negotiations, but rather their rejuvenation on a more 
realistic and balanced basis that reflects both the shared 
morality of Arabs and Israelis and the initial promise of the 
Oslo process: sharing the land of Palestine and Israel in 
two adjacent equal and peaceful states. 

To reach this point, we are well advised to do two things 
this week: act according to our minds more than our guts, 
and ignore just about every single statement uttered by a 
Semitic political leader in Israel and Palestine — these 
magical and mystical lands whose history is blessed by the 
sanctity of God’s many genuine prophets, but also 
ridiculed by the cruel comedy of a much larger number of 
false prciphels. 


LETTERS 


By Susan Bellos 

The writer is a Jerusalem 
journalist. The article below 
is reprinted from The 
Jerusalem Post. 

I WAS always mystified by 
that fascinating piece of 
Newspeak. _ "United 

Jerusalem. " or, even , more 
strangely. "liberated” 

Jerusalem. As far as I know, 
only people can be united, as 
some degree of mutual con- 
sent is needed. 

Slones, walls and apart- 
ment blocks, on the other 
hand, which can hardly take 
pan in a conversation, tend to 
get annexed. In Berlin, for 
example, after the wall was 
tom down, though hardly lib- 
erated, the people from the 
two sides were actually unit- 
ed. essentially because they 
were the same people, and 
often the same kin. 

Untike some people declar- 
ing their eiemal loyalty to 
undivided Jerusalem these 
days. 1 was actually there 
when walls were knocked 
down and two very distinct 
peoples were brought face to 
face with one another. I also 
li\ed for some years in divid- 
ed Jerusalem, and though I 
may have mixed in the wrong 
circles. I never heard anyone 
declaring that his right hand 
might be tom asunder, or that 
he couldn’t live without East 
Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem in my heady 
south of 1^63 was fun. In 
spite of snide remarks from 
Tel Avivians comparing 
Jerusalem’s night life to that 
of an old age home, there was 
a vivid student life centred 
around the immortal, and 
quite disreputable. Bacchus 
Club off Zion Square. 

There was also a vigorous 
intellectual life at the then 
handsome Hebrew 

University campus at Givat 
Ram and the challenge of the 
spanking new Hadassah 
Hospital in Ein Karem. 

There was no kulturkampf 
betw een secular and religious 
Jews, who got on relatively 
harmoniously, each minding 
their ow n business. You did- 
n’t have to endure videos of 
your host’s trip to the Far 
East or Alaska either, and red 
wine and olive oil were dead 
cheap. 

I don't mean to blather on 
in some middle-aged way 
about Paradise Lost. Pre- 
1967 Jerusalem also meant 
living with rampant preju- 
dice against non-Ashkenazi 
Jews, and a totally party- 
politicised press that had no 
interest whatsoever in issues 
like police brutality, since it 
didn’t actually involve their 
friends and relations. 

Women teachers were rou- 
tinely addressed as “girls” by 
their male superiors, the food 


was generally ghastly, and 
The Jerusalem Post was as 
stodgy as last week’s suet 
pud. 

However, people seemed 
perfectly comfortable with 
the idea of East Jerusalem — 
then about as remote as the 
other side of the moon — as 
some vaguely irrelevant Arab 
place. The only exception to 
this I ever witnessed was 
when a group of haredi Jews 
came to visit Abu Tor on 
Tisha Be’Av in order to try 
and get a pitiful glimpse of 
the Western Wall. 

In June 1967 1 saw the 
walls near the municipality 
bulldozed in order to “liber- 
ate” the bemused residents of 
the Vatican property behind 
Notre Dame. 

It was all so surreal that my 
friend Hanna mused aloud 
one day in a liberated street 
in her perfect English: “I 
wonder what it actually feels 
like on the other side.” A 
voice just behind us chimed 
back in equally perfect 
English tones: “It feels 

awful, if you really want to 
know." 

“Har Homa is 
hopefully the 
dying shudder of 
an antiquated and 
discredited fortress 
mentality . Modern 
warfare , which 
can involve mass 
murder of civilians 
thousands of miles 
away, is so danger- 
ous that no build- 
ing can ever justify 
it. 99 


Nevertheless. I and every- 
body else I knew enjoyed the 
fiesta-like atmosphere of the 
“unification." The Old City 
was a delight, and we soon 
made friends with people like 
Samira and her broiher 
Marwan. Visits and meals 
were exchanged until Samira 
fell out with me because I 
had moved into the new 
Ramot Eshkol neighbour- 
hood right next to the police 
hostel, which gave her the 
creeps. 1 fell out with Samira 
because she attempted to pre- 
sent me with a puppy when 
my children were aged two 
and three. 

As the years went by, I con- 
tinued and continue to enjoy 
East Jerusalem, even though 
I miss Samira and Marwan. 

Whenever I hunger for top- 
quality Armenian ceramics 
or Significant Other has an 
urgent need for the freshest 
fassoulia. we nip off to East 
Jerusalem. But we visit 


essentially as tourists, since 
we have no friends, relations 
or common heritage in East 
Jerusalem. 

I write this as the bulldoz- 
ers are poised to build yet 
another Jewish neighbour- 
hood in East Jerusalem. 

Although the Labour Party 
has slanged the Likud for the 
"timing” of the Har Homa 
decision (the subtext of their 
attack being basically: We 
did the same as you. but 
we’re smarter), both of them 
are exhibiting a fortress men- 
tality which finally went out 
of the window with the Gulf 
war. 

Israelis, crouched around 
their TV sets in small rooms 
sealed up with sticky tape, 
learned to their horror that 
rings of Jewish suburbs are 
not much use against long- 
range missiles. Beyond a 
spurious security argument 
lies the line that we should 
build there because we have 
the legal right to do so. 

However, the fact that 
some Israeli land developers 
bought up some land in Har 
Homa does not give anybody 
an excuse to wreck the peace 
process. 

The simple truth is that if 
most ordinary Israelis and 
Palestinians neither know 
nor care about the legal 
niceties of the Oslo agree- 
ment. they understand its 
spirit very well. Israelis like 
me warn to get on a bus with- 
out being afraid of being 
blown to bits. and 
Palestinians like Samira 
understand peace to mean no 
more settlement, or what 
they see as land-grabbing, 
under their noses. 

Har Homa' is hopefully the 
dying shudder of an antiquat- 
ed and discredited fortress 
mentality. Modem warfare, 
which can involve mass mur- 
der of civilians thousands of 
miles away, is so dangerous 
that no building can ever jus- 
tify iL 

that brings me back to dis- 
united Jerusalem. We remain 
two very separate peoples 
who are not very keen about 
mingling. 

The only thing that unites 
most Jerusalemites — 
Jewish, Muslim and 
Christian — is a common 
desire for peace and quiet. 

There is no excuse for 
Israel to continue lording it 
over East Jerusalem if there 
is the slightest chance that 
our withdrawal will lead to 
the rolling up of the map of 
war in Gaza, Cairo, 
Damascus or Amman. 

Of course the Western 
Wall, and access to iL is 
deeply precious to the Jewish 
people. However, as any 
Orthodox Jew will tell you. 
the preservation of human 
life is the greatest mitzva of 
them all. 


Growing fond of war? 


To the Editor: 

“IT IS well that war is so terrible, or we 
should grow too fond of it!" 

Spoken by IT.S. General Robert E. 
Lee over a hundred years ago, this 
observation seems to have fallen on 
deaf ears among today’s Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders. 

As the tension escalates over the Har 
Homa issue and the extent of Israel’s 
redeployment during the first phase of 
withdrawal, the possibility for a fresh 
outbreak of violence has become more 
and more likely. 

Sadly, the actions taken by both par- 
ties over the past couple of weeks 
reflect the attitude that only through the 
escalation of inflammatory actions and 
threats will progress be made at the 
negotiating table. 

Neither side seems to take into con- 
sideration the real possibility that this 
strategy could blow up in both their 
faces. 

Take, for instance. Palestinian lead- 
ers’ statements regarding what will 
occur once the Israeli bulldozers begin 
clearing the land for development on 
Har Homa, Does anyone really believe 
that in the climate we are now living 
under the Palestinian reaction will be 
peaceful’? 

Furthermore, as if to add fuel to the 
fire, the Israeli government announced 
its intention to" close four offices in 
Jerusalem that it claims have ties to the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA). 

The announcement of Israel’s intent 
to close the offices came on the heels of 
the decision to go ahead with housing 
construction on Har Homa. 

Whether this decision was carried out 
due to a clear lack of sensitivity on the 
part of the Israeli government towards 


growing Palestinian (and Arab) resent- 
ment of its handling of the peace 
process or it was pan of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's attempt to pla- 
cate his own coalition partners’ frustra- 
tion over his continuing the first phase 
of redepIoymem--wjrhour Palestinian 
reciprocity, as called for under the Oslo ' 
accords, (e.g., abolishing amendments 
to die Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) covenant which 
calls for Israel’s destruction and the 
extradition of suspects to face trial in 
Israel for crimes against Israeli citi- 
zens) — remains to be seen. 

Perhaps the Palestinians feel that vio- 
lence at this stage, with the internation- 
al community condemning Israel's 
policies, would bring even more pres- 
sure to bear on Netanyahu to offer 
more concessions. 

Even if .Arafat believes that the world 
community is behind him. he needs to 
consider whether the price rhe 
Palestinians will have to pay in blood is 
worth any additional sympathy he 
could receive. 

For if Arafat thinks that Netanyahu 
will be more forthcoming following a 
bloody confrontation which leaves 
dead and wounded on both sides, he 
will be bitterly disappointed. 

Consequently, there should be no 
need to keep returning to the option of 
violence every time the pace of the 
peace process slows down. After all, 
war is not something we need to 
become too acquainted with. 

Shannon Gilbert, 
Graduate Student, 
Tel Aviv University. 


Parents ’ day, perhaps ? 


To the Editor: 

ON MARCH 21, Jordan and the Arab 
World celebrated “Mother’s Day.” as 
has been the tradition for a Ions time, 
with the good intention to pay tribute to 
and reward the mother who '‘bums her- 
self* to ensure the well-being of her 
children and the family at large. 

I. as a mother say thank you. but we 
want more than just sympathy, a good 
wish, a flower and a nice song as a*ges- 
rure of reward and recognition. 

It is appreciated that the society 
acknowledges the heavy burden laid on 
the mothers in the process of bringing 
up new generations. For this it feels the 
urge and the responsibility to pay her 
back and reward her with a bouquet of 
flowers and a thank you note. 

In doing so, the society feels that it 
has settled its account with mothers. 

It is time men’s roles in assuming an 
active role as equal partners frTthe 
upbringing of their children, as respon- 
sible. caring fathers, were acknowl- 


edged as being as important as that of 
the mothers’, and to start sharing some 
of the very heavy responsibilities laid 
on the motile r. 

We want a "Happy Parents’ Day,’’ 
whereby both parents get congratulated 
for doing their parental jobs equally 
efficiently. 

It is time society started assuming 
some of its responsibility and relieving 
women of the heavy burden laid on 
them for so long. This is crucial at a 
time when women are expected to par- 
ticipate actively, as equal partners, in 
the economic life and contribute to the 
family s as well as the national eco- 
nomic development. 

Mothers want what they have been 
giving everybody else for a long time. 
They want care, support and equal 
access to opportunities. They demand 
respect and as much as thev give, they 
need love. ' s 

Najwa Kefaya, 
Amm an. 
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Features 



EU’s 40th anniversary of the Treaties of Rome 



Signing of the Treaties of Rome, March 25, 1957 (Archives photo) 


THE EUROPEAN Union 
today celebrates one of the 
most important days in 
modem European history, 
the anniversary of the sign- 
ing of the Treaties of 
Rome, in 1957, which 
established the European 
Economic Community 
(EEC) and the European 
Atomic Energy Communi- 
ty (Euratom). 

Signed by the 
plenipotentiaries of Bel- 
gium, Germany, Italy. 
Luxembourg and the 
Netherlands, the treaties 
were the beginnings of 
European integration and 
the impetus for a new 
Europe in which national 
..authorities would comple- 
Mnent each other and a 
gradual transfer of sover- 
eignty to the community 
level would create inde- 
pendent, democratic Euro- 
pean institutions bearing 
responsibility for joint 
action in areas such as the 
single market, monetary 
policy, economic and 
social cohesion, as well as 
foreign and security poli- 
cy. 

In its day, there was an 
aggressive approach to 
create an economic com- 
munity built around the 
free movement of workers, 
goods and services, and 
the six founders wasted no 
time in fulfilling their 
vision of an economically 
united Europe. Customs 
duties on manufactured 
goods were abolished in 
1968 and an agricultural 
policy and commercial 
policy were in place by the 
close of the decade. 


Their success inspired 
Denmark. Ireland and the 
United Kingdom to apply 
for membership which was 
granted in 1973, followed 
by the accession of Greece 
in 1981, Spain and Portu- 
gal in 1986 and Austria, 
Finland and Sweden in 
1995. Today, the EC boasts 
15 members, with some 10 
applications for accession 
pending. 

The treaties’ foundations 
can be attributed to an 


effort initiated in 1950 by 
then French Foreign Min- 
ister Robert Schuman 
who, along with Jean 
Monnet, forwarded a sug- 
gestion that France and 
Germany pool their coal 
and steel production under 
a joint authority within an 
organisation open to any 
other European country. 

While Robert Schuman 
and Jean Monnet were 
very much die “founding 
fathers” of the Communi- 


ty, the Benelux countries 
together with Konrad Ade- 
nauer and Alcide de 
Gasperi played a vital role 
in the 1955-56 revival of 
the process of European 
integration that was 
launched in 1950. 

The principle applied in 
the initiative was that 
peace and security could 
be wrought from political 
and economic cooperation 
if similar interests of Euro- 
pean powers — particular- 


ly Germany and France — 
were pooled, thereby 
allowing nations to coop- 
erate as equals. The Schu- 
man Plan became a reality 
in April 1951 with the 
signing of the treaty estab- 
lishing the European Coal 
and Steel Community, and 
set the stage for ensuing 
cooperation among Euro- 
pean countries. 

Today, the institutional 
system of the European 
Community is difficult to 


classify. The EC’s mandate 
exceeds that of an inter- 
governmental organisa- 
tion: it carries its own spe- 
cial legal status and exten- 
sive powers. It could per- 
haps be defined as an 
advanced form of multi- 
sectoral integration, its 
competence extending to 
the economy, industry, 
policies, citizens' rights, 
ere... 

The task of achieving the 
goal set forth by ~ the 
ECS C, the EEC and 
Euratom now rests with 
five institutions: the Euro- 
pean Parliament, the 
Council, the Commission, 
the Court of Justice and 
the Court of Auditors. The 
European System of Cen- 
tral Banks and a European 
Central bank are to be 
added to the list governing 
institutions bv no later 
than 1999. 

The Intergovernmental 
Conference *" fIGC) is 
reviewing the whole insti- 
tutional system of the EU. 
which was originally con- 
ceived fora Community of 
six countries with 160 mil- 
lion inhabitants and today 
is made up of fifteen coun- 
tries and will soon be com- 
posed of some thirty coun- 
tries with 460 million peo- 
ple. 

European citizens them- 
selves play a vital pan in 
the decision on Europe. On 
the fortieth anniversary of 
the signing of the Treaties 
of Rome they are invited to 
“build Europe together.” 

Delegation of the Euro- 
pean Commission. Amman 


Randa Habib’s 

===== comer 


While on top, never 
forget to look down 

YESTERDAY. WHILE I was reading one of my daugh- 
ter’s school books, I found this story that I want to share 
with you. 

Once upon a time, there was a man who lived in □ 
prairie surrounded by high mountains. One day. he 
dreamt of climbing the peak of a mountain so as to see 
how it feels on top. His dream turned into an obsession 
and he dwelt on planning for the ascension. Indeed, he 
worked hard to realise his trip to the mountain. 

And, one day. his dream came true. He reached the lop 
of the mountain and was overwhelmed by a great, 
thrilling feeling, something he had never experienced 
before: he realised that he had made the right move. And 
he quickly felt at home there, to the extent that he forgot 
all about his old days in the prairie. 

As he was sealing on top of the mountain, the dream- 
er was visited by a sage. 

The white-bearded wiseman voiced his happiness for 
the mountain climber, but he warned his never to forget 
to look down at his home in the prairie. He advised him 
to always keep in mind the planning and effort it took 
him to reach the top. He also warned him of dizziness 
caused by high places. 

Our man listened carefully to the sage and made a 
promise to himself never to do anything that could jeop- 
ardise his new life and the sage man’s trust. 

He enjoyed the fresh air on top of the mountain, but 
more than anything else he loved being surrounded by 
so many friends. 

His friends seemed to care so much about him. They 
told him that now that he is on the mountain, he should 
act like a mountaineer and build new confidence. Why 
should he look back at the prairie, they asked him. 
Those days were gone and over. 

As time passed? the man, surrounded by his friends, 
forgot the advice of the wiseman . And one day strong 
winds started blowing on the mountain. He had' a verti- 
go spell, he could not stand any more, he started falling 
down. He looked around him for help from his pre- 
sumed friends, but he found no hand stretched towards 
him 


■•art- 

i III - Iff 
c fla- 
il IT. 1 .- 
j'll.K 
tmi.in 
i Mr 

lie 111* 


J life 


.111- 


; i ii'- 

. Il !<'!*• 
I.K-I- 
pio- 

.liter 


W I M W 
'■I* IH 
ilii 

ii n 1 1- 

\ Ik 


i life 


in;: •* 


iMW* 


. I' 1 


i' 

( HI «'■ 
I Ik 

I J> 
I If 


M- 

drill- 

rsilj- 


.il 

.■•life 

IjiJ 



nife- 
i llt’r 
| .HI 

.il J 

r", 

■ ik 

rv" 


jVi ' 1 

m 11 ' 

d*' 

u iiiJ 


;l>* 
lU 11 ' . 

„i/‘ ! ' 

fin ! 
i 


Arafat did not give 'green signal' 


King and Clinton to meet on April 1 


(Continued from page 1) 
for the blast. 

His relatives raised an 
appeal to the army and to 
the Israeli supreme court 
against the destruction 

order, which was issued a 
day after the blast, their 
Israeli lawyer Allegra 

Pacheco told AFP. 

The appeal argued that 
destroying the house would 
harm the family and put 
“13 innocent people out of 
a home.” since Abu Diya’s 
brother Gbazi lives with his 
family in the same house. 

Ms. Pacheco said the 
demolition would also 
destroy the family's 
income, a grocery store on 
the first floor of the build- 
ing. 

“These demolition orders 
are discriminatory because 
Israel does not destroy the 


houses of Israelis who kill 
Palestinians.” Ms. Pacheco 
said. 

She said Israeli soldiers 
had also taken from the 
family’s home car and 
10.000 shekels ($3,000). 
claiming it had been given 
to diem by Hamas. 

In the past, Israel’s 
supreme court has thrown 
out appeals by families of 
suicide bombers against the 
blowing up of their homes. 
Such collective punishment 
measures are banned under 
the 1949 Geneva Conven- 
tion. 

The Israeli army has 
sealed off Surif and arrest- 
ed 40 residents of the vil- 
lage since Friday’s bomb- 
ing. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Prince Hassan stressed 
Jordan’s support for region- 
al cooperation in various 
fields. Gen. Ralston com- 
mended the development of 
the Jordanian Armed 
Forces. The meeting was 
attended by Joint Chiefs-of- 
Staff Chairman Field Mar- 
shal Abdul Hafez Mirai and 
U.S. Ambassador to Jordan 
Wesley Egan. 

The King's meeting with 
President Clinton on April 1 
comes amid a serious crisis 
in the peace process follow- 
ing an Israeli decision to 
construct a Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab East Jerusalem 
that has touched off violent 
Palestinian protests in the 
occupied territories. It was 
also seen to be behind a sui- 
cide blast in Tel Aviv that 
killed three Israeli woman 


on Friday. 

The situation in Jerusalem 
was the key theme for a 
meeting on Sunday of the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference in Islamabad 
(see page 12) and will be 
the key issue at a meeting of 
the OIC’s Jerusalem Com- 
mittee in Rabat, Morocco, 
on March 27 and 28. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
for Development and Prime 
Ministry Affairs Jawad 
Anani will represent Jordan 
at the Rabat meeting. 

Minister of Transport and 
Telecommunications Bas- 
sam Sake! will head the Jor- 
danian delegation to the 
Arab League Council meet- 
ing which will be held in 
Cairo on March 30. The 
Cairo meeting is also 
expected to review the situa- 
tion in the occupied territo- 
ries. 


GRATITUDE 

The Arab Potash Company 

wishes to extend its sincere thanks to 
everyone who expressed their grief 
and shared our sorrow at the tragic 
loss of our managing director and 

* friend 

Suleiman Hawari 

Special gratitude and thanks to all 
those who attended the funeral, 
presented their condolences, or sent 
messages of support. 

* May God rest the soul of the deceased. 


Ashrawi assails Israel 


U.N. teams in place as more food arrives in Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 

Ms. Ashrawi said the 
extremism of the Israeli 
government was feeding 
extremist elements among 
her people. 

“The peace partnership 
which we have so painfiiF 
ly and painstakingly 
sought to build is now 
being dissolved in favour 
of a relationship of occu- 
pier-occupied.” 

Israel “forcibly dictates 
and alters the agenda for 
final settlement negotia- 
tions," she said. 

Ms. Ashrawi accused 
the Israelis of holding 
hostage more than 3,000 
Palestinian prisoners and 
of bleeding the economy 
by tightening its strangle- 


hold of Palestinian cross- 
points. 

Ms. Ashrawi said Israel 
was the only country 
which legislated for tor- 
ture. 

Israeli high court rulings 
in 1996 lifted injunctions 
banning the use of force 
by security forces in the 
interrogation of detainees. 

Ms. Ashrawi said the 
life of a Palestinians had 
been devalued to just one- 
third of a cent, “which is 
the fine imposed on each 
of the undercover Israeli 
agents who murdered a 
Palestinian." 

“Yet, we are being held 
responsible for the securi- 
ty of every Israeli,” she 
said. 


(Continued from page 1) 

official said on condition he 
not be named. 

Fifty-two trucks from 
Turkey arrived at Nineveh, 
near "the northern city of 
Mosul, between Thursday 
and Sunday with almost 
1 ,000 tonnes of chick peas, 
beans and vegetable oil. 
with more deliveries 
expected on Monday. 

But the quantity accounts 
for around only five per 
cent of the food to be deliv- 
ered under the two con- 
tracts with Turkish firms. 
U.N. officials said. 

More than 2.2 million 
tonnes of food — flour, 
rice, sugar, tea, cooking oil. 
infant milk powder and salt 
— are to be imported over 


six months. 

Medicine as well as toilet 
soap and detergents will 
also be distributed. 

So far 45 humanitarian 
contracts have been 
approved by the U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee while 
more- than 200 are pending. 

Lloyds of London 
experts, deployed on Iraq's 
borders to monitor imports 
for the United Nations, 
have not had to turn back 
any of the trucks, a U.N. 
official said. “The quality 
of the goods has been 
judged to be satisfactory.” 

“We've had good cooper- 
ation with the Iraqi authori- 
ties both at the political 
level and now at the techni- 
cal level.” the official said. 
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FIRST 

DAY 


UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 
\ PRINCESS RANIA AL-ABDULAH 

JORDAN RIVER FOR DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
Is organizing a fund raising campaign 


From March 25 until April 3, 1997 
Between 8:00am - 7:00pm 


Cloths,toys, books, non-perishable foods, monetary contributions and anything that will put a 
smile on a child’s face will be collected, or you can deposit your contribution to> 

A special Jordan River For Development Projects' bank account number 48/50493/20 
At The Arab Jordan Investment Bank 


Donated gifts should be send to the address bellow (See map) 

Collection boxes: 

Ablla - Eman Early Learning Center - Safeway 

Following, allocated funds will be distributed all over die kingdom between April 6 until April 1 5, 1 997 
An account of what is contributed will appear daily in local newspapers 

We hope you will join us in making this Eid one to remember for our needy children, even if it 

means a sacrifice. 


. Items should be clean and in a good condition 

. When sending a parcel, kindly attach a brief description with a recommended age or size. 



For further information call 613081 or Fax 613083 










economy 

World Bank sees continued strong 
private investment in emerging markets 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, March 25,1997 


WASHINGTON (R>— Pri- 
vate invest mem in emerg- 
ing; markets surged 33 per 
cent in l°9d and was 
expected to remain strong 
even if interest rates edge 
up in the United Stales. 
World Bank chief econo- 
mist Joseph Slights said 
Sunday. 

Mr. Stiglitz. who joined 
the bunk Iasi month after 
wen ing as the chairman of 
U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton’s Council of Economic 
Advisers, said he expected 
rales to go up but not to lev- 
els that would significantly 
divert investment from 
developing countries. 

The World Bank, in its 
annual report on global 
development finance, said 
private investment in 1996 
surged for the sixth consec- 
utive year, jumping $60 bil- 
lion to a record $244 bil- 
lion. 

In the past, investment in 
emerging markets had lev- 
eled off when interest rates 
in less risky, w ealthy indus- 
trial countries have become 
more attractive. 


"They'll (the rates) go up 
but they ’ll nor go up much. " 
he said in a briefing for 
reporters. “The United 
States is not in the midst of 
an overheated economy."’ 

Many analysts expect the 
federal" reserve, the United 
States central bank, to raise 
rates when policymakers 
meet Tuesday to help keep 
inflation from stirring as 
U.S. economic expansion 

enters its seventh year. 

“The growth of private 
capital flows in the 1990s 
should continue as more 
developing countries 

improve macroeconomic 
management and open their 
markets to competition 
from the rest of the world.** 
Mr. Stiglitz said. 

He declined to say if the 
increase would match the 
1996 jump but said all signs 
pointed to a rise for die 
foreseeable future. 

Driving the increases, the 
report said, were investors 
eager to diversify their port- 
folios in search of higher 
profits in the markets of the 
emeraing economies. 


Developing countries had 
been improving their eco- 
nomic management, 

strengthening Financial 
institutions along with legal 
and regulatory regimes. 
The door in many countries 
was also open to foreign 
investment as never before. 

The report said investors 
had genenally shaken off 
the shock that followed the 
1994-95 Mexican peso cri- 
sis, suggesting increased 
sophistication and skill at 
picking and choosing 
investments. 

At the same time, the 
bank criticised wealthy 
countries for continuing to 
turn their backs on provid- 
ing long-term development 
aid for the poorer countries. 

So-called official devel- 
opment finance from 
w ealthy countries as well as 
the multilateral develop- 
ment banks fell to $40.8 
billion last year from $53 
billion in 1995. 

Concessional finance to 
the poorest countries was 
also in retreat, falling by 
nearly SI billion to $44.4 


billion, as budget- strapped 
countries cut back on help 
to such agencies as the 
World Bank's International 
Development Association. 

While the vast amount of 
private capital still finds its 
way into just 12 emerging 
economies, the percentage 
that these nations attract 
has dropped to 73 per cent 
in 1996 from 84 per cent in 
1990 as other countries 
have also become attrac- 
tive. 

The 12 emerging coun- 
tries most favoured by 
investors are China. Mexi- 
co. Brazil. Malaysia. 
Indonesia. Thailand. 

Argentina. India. Russia. 
Turkey. Chile and Hungary. 

But even Africa, which is 
still largely shunned by 
investors despite a strong 
record of reform in some 
nations, has been getting 
capital flows that are 10 
rimes greater than they 
were at the beginning of the 
decade, the bank said. 


Food prices 
fall sharply 
in Baghdad 

BAGHDAD. Iraq lAP) — Price, 
ul basic lixxlstulfs fell sharply 
;md the exchange rate of Iraq's 
Jin.ir iinpitncd Monday as mure 
trucks earning commodities 
arrived from neighbouring 
Turkey and other* were reported 
on the vxjv from Jordan .The 
shipments arc the first benefits of 
the U.N. oil-for-fuod deal signed 
in December in a limited easing 
of iniemarionul sanctions.The 
food is not expected lo be distrib- 
uted for weeks under the UN. 
programme, but traders in the 
main Baghdad markets said the 
airival of the first shipments; 
mainly lentils and cooking oiL 
already was affecting prices. 
Meat was sold Monday for 1,500 
dinars per kilogramme, down 
from 2,250 dinar* the day before. 
Some other commodities fell to 
half their price a week ago. 
traders in the main Shoija market 
said. The Iraqi dinar, meanw hile, 
went to 1.001.1 to the U.S. dollar 
Monday, tlte best rate for eight 
months following the first deliv- 
eries. Tlte dinar traded lor as 
much 1.500 early this month 
before the tin id arrival. 


Arab Gulf countries seen 
weathering oil price fall 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
recent slide in oil prices is 
not expected to have a major 
impact on the budgets of 
.Arab Gulf states as it is a 
temporary decline and they 
are still well above projec- 
tions. experts have said. 

Oil prices have slipped by 
more than S2 to below $20 
over the past two weeks after 
coming under pressure of 
increased world output and 
slackening seasonal demand 
that could weaken further in 
the next months. 

"A S2 decline costs the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) more than S23 mil- 
lion per day." an Abu Dhabi- 
based oil executive said. 

"But I don’t ihink they are 
worried about this as they 
expect erode oil prices to 
weaken during this period. 
The expectations are that 
prices will not lose much in 
1997 and this will still be 
good to their budgets as in 
1996.” he added. 

The price of North Sea 
benchmark Brent is fluctuat- 
ing around S19.9. more than 


S2 lower than in January and 
February. 

But that was far above the 
level projected by Saudi Ara- 
bia and its partners in the 16- 
year-old defence, political 
and economic alliance. 

While the kingdom fore- 
cast a price of $16.5 for 
1997. Kuwait usually pro- 
jects a minimum $13 while 
the outlook in Oman and the 
UAE is around $14. 

GCC states, which also 
include Qatar and Bahrain, 
assume low oil prices in cal- 
culating their budget rev- 
enues to guard against a sud- 
den price fluctuation given 
the strong impact of this on 
their economies. 

Experts said oil prices 
could continue their down- 
ward trend in the second and 
third quarters before they 
stan recovering in the last 
quarter. 

But they ruled out a sharp 
decline due to expected high 
growth in demand in 1997 
and compliance by most 
Gulf oil heavyweigts with 
ourput quotas assigned by 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
t Agreement 
5 Forward area 
10 NV town 

14 Bread spread 

15 Dud 

16 Butcher's 
offering 

17 Some trees 

20 Devour 

21 Once more 

22 Uncorks 

23 Thanks — ! 

24 Solution: abbr. 

25 More trees 

31 Eyes 
coquettishly 

32 Unctuous 

33 Rule of conduct 

35 Sauce thickener 

36 Establish validity 

38 Unadulterated 

39 Equip with 
firepower 

40 Stadium sounds 

41 Highly favored 

42 Still more trees 

46 Type of actor 

47 Level 

48 Book of maps 
51 Female vampire 
. 53 Las Vegas 

action 

56 Some other 
trees 

59 Uncivil 

60 we all?" 

61 Not easily 
available 

62 Mild expletive 

63 Water birds 

64 Sole 

DOWN 

1 Vatican resident 

2 Inter — 

3 Penny 

4 Shoe part 

5 Wine vessel 

6 Give an account 
of 

7 Atlanta stadium 

8 Name of 
something 

9 Big bang source 

1 0 Slip by 

11 Easy bounding 
gait 


1 

2 

3 

4 

14 




17 




20 



■ 



34 

36 

37 

38 

40 

41 

43 

44 

45 


Drying oven 
Small bills 
Cardiff s land 
Cash 
Pinnacle 
Proficient 
Ancient Greek 
marketplace 
Sink 

Unfettered 

1004 

Bits of evidence 

Roughly 

unpleasant 

A feast — 

famine 

Soaked 

Frost production 

Legendary bird 

Scheme of 

action 

Violent 

detonation 

Shatter 

■ — out (brought 
to an end) 

Evil spirits 
Operate a plane 


0 1997 TrJjuna Media Services, Inc. 
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48 Farm plot 

49 Goon 

50 Mother of Castor 
and Pollux 

51 Bait 

52 Fits to — 


53 Lima or navy 

54 Nobleman 

55 Low card 

57 Find fault 

continuously 

58 Player for pay 


the 1 1 -nation Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC). 

"Oil prices are under pres- 
sure of increased world pro- 
duction and the resumption 
of Iraqi erode exports." a 
Saudi-based banker said. 

"Our expectations are that 
prices will be slightly lower 
in 1997 than in 1996 as 
strong demand will offset the 
increase in output." he added. 

According to the 
International Energy Agency, 
global oil supplies surged by 
nearly 2.28 million barrels 
per day (bpd) in the four 
months until February to 
reach 74.79 million bpd. 
OPEC's production in Febu- 
rary remained steady at 
around 26.9 million bpd as 
most of the rise in world out- 
put came from other produc- 
ers. Firm demand and the 
absence of embargo- hit Iraq 
from the market in most of 
1996 boosted oil prices to a 
13-year high of nearly S20. 
The increase fetched the 
GCC more than 512 billion 
in extra income. 

A recent estimate by Henry 
Azzam. chief economist at 
the Saudi National Commer- 
cial Bank, showed prices will 
average around Si 9.5 in 
1997. 


Syria to unify exchange rates 
and shake-up banking system 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syria is lo unify its 
exchange rates and shake 
up its state-controlled 
banking system. Econo- 
my Minister Mohammad 
A1 imadi said in remarks 
published Monday. 

“The 199S budget will 
be calculated on the basis 
of a single exchange 
rate,” Dr. Imadi told Ger- 
man economists at a con- 
ference here Sunday. 

However, Dr. Imadi, 
quoted by the official 
daily Tishrin. warned that 
the unification would take 


time to avoid a cata- 
strophic effect on food 
prices. 

The U.S. dollar 
exchanges at 43.50 Syri- 
an pounds at the official 
rate here, while rates 
practised in neighbouring 
countries put the dollar at 
around 50 Syrian pounds. 

Dr. Imadi said moves 
were underway to “mod- 
ernise and adapt” Syrian 
banks even though they 
would remain under state 
control. 

Syria’s banking system 

is considered as an obsta- 


cle to foreign investment 
in the country. 

The economy minister 
also said agriculture was 
the biggest sector of 
Syria’s economy, provid- 
ing 30 per cent of its 
income and employing 35 
per cent of its workforce. 

Syria exported 200.000 
tonnes of grain in 1995 
for the first rime after 
becoming self-sufficient, 
and has enjoyed record 
harvests of cotton and 
olives in the past several 
years. 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 
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US Dollar 

ni&zA' 

1*160 

Hit 

1.6681 

2.7263 

•yaM 

0.6188 

14595 

23537 

122*31 

13774 

T99SO 

1690.50 

2731.85 

1.8975 

52664 

5.6935 

s m 

92007 

JP Yen 

■T 3K04&O;'. 

IT Lira 
FR Franc 

■ SSi&fc 



13.74 

323*58 

15441 


0.0006 
"oil 756 


0.3659 

£3238; 

0.1086 


137625 

*21.55 


gKngg 

0-9989 

0-2964 

0.0864 

25.6232 

0.8150 

3M 

02418 

3341 

lias 

33.3100 

3.3686 




Brent 
Bony 
UL Css 


19.10 


19.10 


19.30 

#8®’ 

19 JO 

207.00 


202.00 








SARiyai 

02667 

04503 

0.16506 

028957 

32.7772 

KW Dinar 
^CYPound" 

1&72S, 

3.3014 

: ^S7fO 

1.9755 

527414 

Wm 

32355 


4.8216 

22838 

3X4818 

405.68 

1222 

J3Z5i#S' 

242.7 


Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


Bid Offer 









USD 

5.49 

5.62 

6.03 

520 

621 







JPY 

021 

0.47 

0.52 

0.75 

021 


gaffer 




fife 

FRF 

321 

327 

325 

3.42 

3.49 


swa 

&&£ 



mm. 

ITL 

7-30 

7M 

723 

720 

725 


Main Equity Indices 


DOW JONES 



New York 


London 
Paris 





Energy 




Coffee (c/lbs) 

17525 

Spot 



L, 

Sugar (5/ton) 

309 

Spot 


:*£*«$* 


Soya (c/Hw) 

23.15 

Spot 




Barley (S/bsh) 

0 

Spot 



n *— jc'.s* 

,Spe* 



* JOD Cross Rates 





US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 




DE Merit 

0-4-187 

04208 

FR Franc 

Z7f?. 

0.1242 

0.1248 

■ SStSfcSs 



NL Guilder 

02722 

02741 

: ^ir items' 


'043^ 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


YE 5, SIR.. I D LIKE 
TO SEE A NEW 
SA5ESALL 6L0VE.. 

'Tl ' 


COULD I TRY THAT 
ONE THERE 

\7f 




HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR TUESDAY, 
MARCH 25, 1997. 

By Thomas 5. Pierson. 
Astrologer, Carroll - 
Righler Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You can use 
your good ideas today to 
make your business deal- 
ings more profitable, so 
get an early start and 
thereby become quite suc- 
cessful. If you need a 
favour from a fellow busi- 
ness associate or bigwig, 
jusr ask. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) If you state your 
aims clearly to a superior 
today, this person can 
assist you greatly. Don’t 
take any risk where your 
reputation is concerned or 
those who depend upon 
your good name will lose 
face when it really counts. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21 ) A short trip can 
prove quite profitable 
today if you stay alert to 
any open opportunities. 
Change your attitude 
towards a superior today 
and receive many benefits 
in the days ahead which 
vou were not expectin'!. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Use a 
more modem system 
today and become more 
efficient at your career 
activities. A special talent 
you possess can earn you 
more money, so pursue 
this opportunity with full 
speed ahead and you can 
become successful. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Take your mare along 
for an amusement with 
friends today, however, be 
sure you know the cost 
beforehand or you could 
be embarrassed by the sit- 
uation. Later this evening 
will be good for speaking 
with knowledgeable peo- 
ple. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) If you are 
willing to take on more 
duties at home today, you 
can avoid a disagreement 
ffiete . with your loved 
ones. Entertain some 
influential guests later this 
evening and show them a 
good time for you could 
use their support. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) You should 
not hesitate to contact a 
good friend who has fine 
ideas for recreational 
activities which are fun. 
Use your imagination to 
improve your financial 
status and thereby you can 
have extra funds for an 
emergency. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) If your 
loved ones are spending 
too lavishly today, tactful- 
ly correct them and get 
good results from your 
actions. Pay particular 
attention to your health 
tonight and in the days 
ahead so that you won’t 
feel under the weather. 
SAGITTARIUS: (No- 

vember 22 to December 
21 ) If you have had a dis- 
agreement with a good 
friend today, be coopera- 
tive and a reconciliation 
will be easy. Get involved 
in new activities later this 
evening which can present 
you with some business 
opportunities. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) A 
superior will give you 
some highly valuable 
advice today, so be sure to 
listen carefully to what is 
said. This can be of great 
help to you in the days 
ahead for your career 
activities to be successful 
AQUARIUS: ( January 21 
to February 19) You will 
have an unusual amount 
of determination today 
where your goals are con- 
cerned. so be sure to use 
this extra energy prof- 
itably. Later this evening 
will be good for you to 
meet with knowledgeable 
people and gain their 
advice. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Higher-ups are 
expecting a great (teal 
from you today, so buckle 
down and don’t disap- 
point them with your 
efforts. Handle that credit 
quickly later this evening 
and thereby you can make 
your finan cial situation 
better. 

Birthstone of March: 
Aquamarine — Jasper. 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, March 25, 1997 



Number of foreign 
♦ banks in London rise 
to 561 last year 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
number of foreign banks in 
London grew by 20 last year 
to a record 561. reinforcing 
the British capital's position 
as the leading financial cen- 
tre in Europe, a study has 
showed. 

During 1996. 16 foreign 
financial institutions left 
London, but 36 established a 
new presence, according to 
an annual survey conducted 
by the London-based private 
banking consultancy, Noel 
Alexander. 

Over 40 per cent of the new 
• arrivals opened branches or 
subsidiaries, as opposed to 
simple representative offices. 

This marked the second 
year of significant expansion 
"for the overseas financial 
sector here, after a similar 
net increase in 1995. 

European banks led the 
way, despite the increasingly 
Euro-sceptic attitude of the 
Conservative government, 
and growing signs that 


Britain will not join the first 
wave of European monetary 
union. 

Twenty-eight banks from 
Europe arrived, while seven 
departed, taking the total to 
249. This included a large 
influx of Russian finance 
houses, with nine setting up 
representative offices, and 
only two leaving London, 

The decline in the U.S. 
banking presence in London 
seen in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s appears to have 
been reversed, with a modest 
increase of two in the num- 
ber of U.S. banks to 53. 

Japanese banks, which are 
undergoing a major restruc- 
turing, pared down their 
activities in London, with 
two finance firms departing, 
taking the total to 50. 

Four of the banks listed as 
having left London in fact 
merged with other institu- 
tions. including Chemical 
Bank, which joined up with 
Chase Manhattan. 



UNICEF: 53,750 
families live in abject 


poverty in Jordan 

* ** ACCORDING TO UNICEF, the United Nations Chil- 
drens’ Fund, 53.750 families live in abject poverty 
throughout the Kingdom. The number represents 5.3 per 
cent of the 679,023 total number of families living in Jor- 
dan. 

A UNICEF report estimated the annual needs of the 
families living in the worst conditions of poverty at about 
JD12.5 million. The report placed Amman on the top of 
the list as a rotal of 10,628 families live in abjecr poverty 
in. the capital where 279i700 families reside. The needs of 
Amman’s poorest were .estimated at JD4 million. 

Second on the list offtbject poverty came Irbid where 
UNICEF found the number to be around 8,000 families 
whose annual needs were estimated at JD3 million. In 
third place, the city of Zarqa and its suburbs housed 
approximately 4,630 families whose annual needs of 
goods and services were put at JD1.5 million. 

The UNICEF report listed the govemorates of Balqa 
and Karak as being the fourth and fifth poorest areas of 
Jordan as the total number of families living in abject 
poverty in those regions was 3,360 and 2.161 respective- 
ly. The annual needs for the poorest in the two gover- 
norates were calculated at JD 1.25 million for Balqa and 
JD850.000. 

The remaining govemorates of Madaba, Mafraq, 
Ajloun. Jerash. Tafileh, Maan and Aqaba were found to 
have about the same number of families living in the 
worst conditions of poverty 1 . As such, the UNICEF report 
estimated the number of families in the last group to be 
around 7,450 needing about JD2.26 million worth of nec- 
essary goods, products and services (Al Ra’i). 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold end Mike Asatrian 


Ai least Dm 
plants are 
c o mfrifl atone 
» nicely 
I 
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THE RESULT OF 
BURYING CASH 
IN THE GARPEN. 


Now arrange the circled letter* to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by me above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 


^ , I Jumbles MUSTY BOGUS TEAPOT AMBUSH 

URW8 I Answer^ Recommended to bis patient by the heart 

sura eon — A BYPASS 


Arab banks urged to merge 
to face growing competition 


U.S. Enron shifts 
focus to India from Israel 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
banks should merge to create 
bigger units capable of faring 
growing competition and 
attracting investment to the 
region, a top Arab banker said in 
press comments on Saturday. 

Adnan AI Hindi secretary 
general of the Union of Arab 
Banks (UAB). said several 
regional countries were suffer- 
ing from overbanking while 
most of them need to develop 
their stock markets as pan of 
financial reform. 

Dr. Hindi's figures showed 
only eight Arab banks had assets 
of more than S10 billion at die 
end of 1995 while three had 
more than 515 billion . The total 
assets of the nearly 300 .Arab 
hanks stood at 5496 billion in 
real terms, less than those of one 
Japanese bank. Dr. Hindi said. 


"These indications show the 
importance of mergers in the 
.Arab banking sector because 
Arab banks w ill not be able to 
develop and compete with their 
present size and conditions.” he 
told the United .Arab Emirates 
daily AJ Inihad. 

Jt was the latest in a series of 
calls by Arab officials and 
bankers for mergers in the 
region to cut the number of 
banks in some countries and cre- 
ate giant banking units to face an 
expected increase in competi- 
tion following the creation of the 
World Trade Organisation. 

A few banks in the 22-mem- 
ber Arab League have merged 
over the past decade but the 
extent of mergers was relative!} 
small and most of them were 
prompted by financial difficul- 
ties. 


Dr. Hindi, whose Beirut-based 
UAB groups most .Arab com- 
mercial banks, also urged 
regional banks to engage in 
bonds and other investment 
activities to diversify their oper- 
ations and attract capital to Arab 
countries. 

'Issuing world bonds by .Arab 
banks will help lure in invest- 
ment. The challenge facing our 
banks in die coming stage is to 
expand financing and invest- 
ment activities.'* be said. 

“Stock markets in the Arab 
countries also need to be devel- 
oped. Unfortunately, these mar- 
kets remain limited as their total 
capitalisation does not exceed 
SI 00 billion compared with 
S294 billion in Hong Kong and 
S220 billion in Malaysia” Dr. 
Hindi concluded. 


DOHA (Rj — U.S. energy 
giant Enron Corp has 
turned its eye away from 
Israel as a significant mar- 
ket for its gas "in the imme- 
diate term’* but will keep 
the door open for future 
negotiations, an Enron offi- 
cial has said. 

"Our main focus is now 
on the Indian market which, 
we think, can absorb large 
amounts of gas," Kelly 
Kimberly, spokeswoman of 
the Houston-based corpora- 
tion, told Reuters on the 
sidelines of a gas confer- 
ence in the Qatari capital 
Doha. 

Enron signed a letter of 
intent with Israel in Octo- 
ber 1995 to supply two mil- 
lion ionnes of liquefied nat- 
ural gas (LNG) from 2001. 
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PAST 12 MONIES COMPANY'S NAME 
HIGH LOW 


P / E DXV. KO. NO. OF VALUE OPEN 

OF SHARES TRADED PRICE 

TRANS. JD 



CLOSE CH?_\GE 
PRICE 



269.000 

205.000 

ARAB BANK 

13.9 

1.38 

19 

580 

147360 

255.50 

254.25 

1..-S- 


3.690 

2.760 

BANK OF JORDAN 

10.1 

0.00 

4 

199U0 

55720 

2.80 

2.80 

- 


1.210 

.880 

KID. EAST INV.BK. 

67.0 

0.00 

6 

6500 

6658 

1.02 

1.02 

- 


2.610 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV .BK. 

5.2 

6.13 

2 

250 

570 

2.28 

2.27 

. 31- 


5.150 

4.250 

THE HOUSING BK. 

13.1 

2.82 

45 

12022 

58398 

4.80 

4.89 

.<9* 


2.950 

2.440 

J OR. KUWAIT BANK 

19.7 

0.00 

3 

460 

1250 

2.71 

2.72 

.01* 


4. U0 

3.480 

JQR.UZNfXC BANK 

18.4 

0.00 

4 

1750 

8712 

3-84 

3.94 

- 


a. aoo 

3-000 

JOR-INV. FIN. BANK 

17.3 

0.00 

1 

50 

16P 

3.20 

3.20 

- 

▼ 

2.850 

1.370 

BBIT-AL-HAL (HEITNAJ 

.8 

11.19 

2 

400 

536 

1.37 

1.34 

.03- 


HANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 193 

76 zCBCi 

-0.22 

88 

41922 

277382 





2.740 

1.B30 

JOR TRENCH INSUR. 

5.4 

10.42 

3 

800 

1536 

1.92 

1.92 

- 


INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 119 

24 ZCBG: 

0.00 

4 

BJ8 

1642 





1.830 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

21.3 

7.36 

12 

4700 

7661 

1.64 

1.63 

."1- 


9.250 

7 . aoo 

JOR. HOTEL TOURISM 

17.2 

2.06 

2 

56 

463 

8.00 

8.00 

- 


2.800 

2.090 

SHIPPING LINES 

10.1 

8.33 

5 

10360 

24840 

2.38 

2.40 

.02+ 


1.540 

1.060 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

10 

5300 

5725 

1.09 

1 .08 

.M- 


1.050 

.820 

REAL ESTATE XNV. 

22.0 

3.76 

4 

3900 

3857 

1.00 

.99 

.• 1- 


.950 

.580 

JORDAN INTL. TRAD . 

29.8 

0.00 

1 

250 

145 

.61 

.58 

.n l- 


.300 

.410 

MACH. EQP. RENT. MAIN. 

9 

0.00 

3 

8250 

4620 

.53 

.56 

.ii «♦ 


3.770 

1.040 

ARAB JNTL.INV.EDOC. 

12.7 

6.21 

7 

1300 

4194 

3.29 

3.22 

.07- 


l._4& 

.960 

ZARKA fcjjUCATION 

9 

0.00 

4 

1400 

1400 

1.02 

1.00 

.■11- 


2.230 

1.650 

UNIFIED 00. 

8.3 

6.32 

3 

750 

1305 

1.76 

1.74 



SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 104 

74 <CHG: 

-0.62 

51 

36258 

54209 





3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

20.4 

2.81 

3 

725 

25B1 

3.61 

3.56 

j - 


6.100 

4.950 

ARAB POTASS CO. 

18.3 

3.32 

4 

350 

• 2103 

6.00 

6.03 

.. 


10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFIMARY 

10.1 

8.00 

9 

nat- 

63B9 

10.08 

10.00 

.< i- 


1.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

61.7 

0.00 

2 

ion 

<17 

1.39 

1.39 



3.300 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMK.AGR. 

33.1 

0.00 

26 

39iv 

9348 

2.46 

2.46 



4.100 

3.040 

ARAB FHARM. KANT. 

20.3 

5.41 

15 

390* 

14452 

3.70 

3.70 



2.570 

2.050 

JORDAN DAIRY 

IS. 6 

5 . 88 

2 

1040 

2652 

2.57 

2.55 

v2- 

* 

1.020 

1.270 

RAFTA INDUSTRIES 

P 

0.00 

1 

250 

303 

1.27 

1.21 



6.600 

4.250 

DAR ALCAHA DV.INV. 

13.1 

4.17 

2 

960 

<560 

4.90 

4.80 

. :*■ 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK t POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

25 

27650 

15982 

.58 

.58 



I.52D 

1-050 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

9 

0.00 

2 

500 

525 

1.05 

1.05 



1.020 

.540 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9.3 

9.52 

3 

650 

536 

.63 

.63 

- 


1.540 

.870 

INTERNED- PETRO.CHEM . 

9 

0.00 

17 

5850 

5206 

.91 

.89 

.22- 

* 

1.150 

.760 

JOP. ROCKWOOL IKDS ■ 

P 

0.00 

1 

500 

375 

.76 

.75 

.01- 


3.730 

2.130 

NATL. CABLE KIRE.MFAC 

15.2 

0.00 

11 

5400 

13536 

2.46 

2.50 

.04+ 


1.670 

1.080 

ARAB PHARH-CHEM. 

27.1 

0.00 

3 

1250 

1818 

1.46 

1.45 

-01- 


. =..7402 

. 1-440 

UNIV. MOON.IWD5. 

S.O 

12.20 

12 

4450 

7291 

1.64 

1.64 

- 


1.820 

1.140 

JOR . INDS . RESOURCES 

17.1 

0.00 

31 

24750 

33893 

1.39 

1.36 

.03- 


1.270 

.840 

JOB. NEW CABLE CO. 

25.0 

0.00 

20 

12900 

11654 

.91 

1. ■« 

.1.1* 


1.360 

i.oao 

INTL- TOBACCO 

27.3 

0.00 

a 

2161 

2504 

1.16 

1.16 

- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 118 

00 iCBG: 

-0.17 

197 

98270 

■ 136622 




GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX: 153 

27 T CUG i 

-0.22 

340 

177288 

469856 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

MONDAY 

24/03/1997 





-790 

-480 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

12.8 

O.D'V 

8 

49-'i' 

2357 

N .950 

.740 

JOR- FIN- INV. CO. 75* 

E 

U.OO 

13 

T 020 n 

5249 

.850 

.680 

UNION IHV. 50* 

66.0 

0.00 

2 

2 OH.' 

360 

.840 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

9. no 

17 

1310 • 

5505 

N .950 

.740 

AL-SHARQ INV. 75* 

E 

0.00 

29 

23861 

12304 

.640 

.200 

JOR -INDS. MATCH- JEMCO 

<3 

0.00 

1 

1000 

2J0 

.690 

.430 

ARAB INTL-INV.THD. 

0 

0.00 

16 

10250 

4623 

.740 

.490 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

4 

1900 

953 

7 B50 

.400 

NATL . MULT . BNC . N AMI CO 

E 

0.00 

23 


9793 

.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

8 

7171 

5234 

1.330 

.920 

ONION TOBACCO 75* 

E 

o.ao 

6 

4200 

2819 

.770 

.570 

RASI PHAHH. 65* 

E 

0.00 

15 

12200 

2708 

.660 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

26.5 

0.00 

7 

6900 

2967 

1.090 

.760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

S 

0.00 

1 

150 

114 

.870. 

.530 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

9.1 

0. 00 

15 

23500 

18310 

GRAND TOTAL 





165 

143582 

73544 


* : Raw 12 Booths lew 
■ : Listed daring th« past 12 Booths 
P i P/E rulo is 100 OS more 
g : Bagativs P/E 

E : Earning is sere or K/A lor the moot recent year 


48 

.48 

.77 

.0 n 

69 

.69 


42 

.42 


74 

.7B 

-L4* 

23 

■ 23 

- 

45 

.45 


49 

.51 

.02* 

43 

.45 

.'■2* 

73 

.73 

- 

92 

.92 


58 

.57 

.•*1- 

43 

.43 

- 

76 

.76 

- 

77 

.78 

.01* 



But citing a lack of 
progress in negotiations to 
translate the intent into a 
firm sales- and -purchase 
agreement, Tel Aviv 
shelved the deal last 
November. 

Israel's oil ministry said it 
was cheaper to buy piped 
gas from neighbouring 
Egypt and former Soviet 
countries than to import 
LNG on tankers via the 
Gulf and the Red Sea to 
Israel. 

Ms. Kimberly said: "We 
are keeping our doors open, 
but in the immediate term 
we have shifted our locus.” 

"There is a lor of interest 
in India and we have signed 
memoranda of understand- 
ing with various slate agen- 
cies to supply our gas in 
India." she stud. 

Enron is negotiating a 
joint venture deal with the 
state's Qatar General Petro- 
leum Corporation to set up 


a s5 hi! I ii in project to pro- 
duce fi\e million tonnes of 
LNG annually 

Ms. Kimberly >aid two 
million tonnes of the 
planned output would go lo 
fuel a 2.501 Fniegju an 
power plant it is building ai 
Dabhol in the western Indi- 
an state of Malum-diii'a and 
one million tonne** annually 
to Gujarat Gas Corporation, 
with which it has signcvi a 
memorandum of under* 
standing. 

"The rest could be sup- 
plied to other state agencies 
with whom we h»i\e been 
holding discussion- or 
signed accords.” she said, 
adding: "We arc quite opti- 
mistic.” 

Lust week, ihe southern 
Indian state of Tamil Nadu 
announced that it had 
awarded a miilti-iniliion- 
dollar contract to Enron i«» 
build a 242-megawatt 
power plant in the state. 


Dearer fuel, price 
wars blamed for 
airline profits slide 


PARIS i AFP) — Higher fuel 
ccw. added to a vicious price 
war. knocked 25 per cent off 
the profits of major airlines in 
1996 inspire of a significant 
increase in the numbers of pas- 
sengers. air transport officials 
said in a report. 

The Internationa] .Air Trans- 
port Association 1 LATA 1 said its 
254 member airlines had 
recorded in 1996 a net profit of 
S4 billion, compared to 55. 2 
billion the prcv ious year. 

The result was SI 2* billion 
less that had been forecast 
LATA Director Pierre Jeanniot 
said in the report. 

In November. LATA predict- 
ed a profit of $5.5 billion for the 
sector as a whole, in the light of 
a recovery which set in 1994 
after four years of unprecedent- 
ed crisis which cost airlines 
S16 billion in losses. 

But despite a 6.9 per cent 
increase in air traffic, average 
takings for airlines fell by 2.5 
per cent last year. Mr. Jeanniot 
told LATA's recent annual 
financial meeting in New York. 

LATA said the two factors to 
blame for this negative trend, 
were the 1 0 per cent increase in 
the price of kerosene, which 
added more than a billion dol- 
lars to airline fuel bills, and a 
tariff war w hich has intensified 
with the gradual opening up of 
air traffic to competition, par- 
ticularly in Europe. 

Mr. Jeanniot said in January 
that airlines had "defended 
their market shares" and their 
passenger "quotas" by sacrific- 
ing part of their receipts. 

The receipt per passenger in 
relation to die total number of 
kilometres covered, is one of 


the main indicators uwJ t.* 
gauge an airline - profitability 

It te:iche> that it i- not enough 
to fill aircraft to be profitable 
and that tariff- must be high 
enough, while nuking sure 
production eu-is aic slashed !«• 
a minimum. 

Airline’s profits in I^it. 
amounted to less than 3.U per 
cent of their total tumove; 
which crane to $134.3 billion. 
Mr. Jeanniot .said. 

I AT. A said dial to guarantee 
the long-term sun iv;d of .in air- 
line. its profits had to be at least 
between 4.0 and 5.0 percent of 
total turnover. 

.Another worrying trend, 
.according to I-\TA. was ih.u 
airline capacity was increasing 
at a higher rate th.m demand 
— plus 7.1 per cent for capac- 
ity compared to plus 0.9 per 
cent for passengers. 

Mr. Jeanniot w amed rarlines 
against trying to increase their 
capacity excessively. 

"It is easy to buy aircraft but 
it might be more advisable not 
lo do so. At the least, airlines 
should pm the emphasis on 
modernising their fleets rather 
than on expanding it." he >aij. 

In on attempt lo raise their 
profits. LATA members raised 
their uriffs by three per cent in 
December. 

This rise and prospects of a 
steady growth in traffic were 
grounds for expecting "a slight 
improvement in profit for I *>97 
to $4.4 billion.” Mr. Jcunnioi 
said. The figure is close to 
lATA’s "pessimistic” estimate 
of $4.0 billion, made ji the 
beginning of the year Inn is far 
below tile "optimistic" estimate 
of $10 billion. 
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DAJ ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 



r » \ 


Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
v^unfumished for rent y 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film ! 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 

30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 

20x30 cm. 

[Shmeisani - Opposite 1 
1 Grindiays Bank. 

Phone: 604042 

| Sweifieh Tel: 823891 





FOR RENT 


DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED or 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


TK I. >699369 


Teppcmyaki j 

Sashimi j 
Sushi ; 



«A rt&fau* % 



• One £ Two Bedrooms * Fully 
.Equipped Kitchenettes * Dai!}' & 
Lone Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 67455]’ 


© 

crowi tiem 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM 
-TENNIS A SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




UAL ESTATE 




FOR 
I RENT 

| ^ W.-C.JM- v'.u'.S 

a) . ,, .-.vr'T.-vs 

\r-. . 


For details please oalf 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


TO ADVERTISE IN 

Jordan times 

CALL 

667171 EXT 223^ 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 




Vo advertise' 

IN THIS 
SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT 42 jf 
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Swedish rally driver Kenneth Eriksson and his team mate StafTan Parmander in action in their Suburu 555 dur- 
ing the 3th section of the Portuguese Rally. Eriksson is leading the Portuguese Rally at the end of the third section 
(Reuters photo) 


McRae retakes lead 
after controversial opening 


FIGUE1RA DA FOZ. Portugal iR) — World rally champi- 
onship leader Colin McRae of Britain took the lead in the 
rally of Portugal after the fourth stage on Monday follow- 
ing a night of controversy. 

The Subaru driver had led the event after the opening 
spectator stage on Sunday but the results were declared null 
and void because of damage sustained to Finn Tommi 
Makinen's Mitsubishi brakes during pre-event scruti peer- 
ing. 

The problem, most likely caused when the car was 
weighed, meant that Makine’n was unable to put in a com- 
petitive time and was 12 seconds slower than McRae. 
Mitsubishi successfully appealed for the stage results to be 


cancelled out. 

"The stewards probably bashed the car when they were 
weighing it." said a team spokesman. “He was unable to go 
at speed and lost a lot of time.” 

Carlos Sainz of Spain had strongly criticised the opening 
day's stage, which was shortened from 3.7 kms to 1.5 
because of spectator problems. 

“To run a stage like this is not very clever," said rhe Ford 
driver, who was lying third at the end of the fourth stage. 
"There were far too many spectators. 

"The rally made big improvements in crowd safety in 
1995 but today there were too many people standing" too 
close to the road." 


Arah Clubs Basketball C hampionship 

Jazireh next play Libya, Tunisia i 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

JORDAN'S A1 Jazireh will play Libya's Nasr in the sec- 
ond match of the round deciding 9- 16th places at the 11 th 
Arab Clubs Basketball Championship in Nabel, Tunisia 
Friday. 

A1 Jazireh lost to Libya’s Murouj 75-63 Sunday evening 
and will also meet Tunisia’s Ittihad in their last match of 
the competition Wednesday. 

AJ Jazireh had led Al Murouj 124 early in the first half 
which ended 29-29. 

Al Jazireh lost ground when two key players — Yousef 
Abu Bakr and Ma'an Odeh — could not continue the 
match due to injuries they sustained in earlier matches. 

Both teams drew 50-50 before the Libyan team took the 
lead and sealed the match with a win. 

Hussam Lurfi again carried the burden of scoring for his 
team but was limited by 23 1 centimetre-tali Libyan giant. 

Jazireh’s Lutfi was top scorer in the first round with 97 
points. Tunisian television also interviewed teammate 
Mu'lasem Salameh as he is the youngest and shortest 
players in the tournament. 

Al Jazireh could not qualify for the quarterfinals after 
losing 67-65 (31-27) to Lebanon's Al Hikmeh. 

Their first round matches included an opening 79-71 
loss to Algeria's Bofariq and 92-60 to Tunisian champions 
Al Zahra'. 

Despite their losing streak so far, Arab Basketball 
Federation officials lauded Al Jazireh's participation and 
results as the team mainly includes under-22 players mak- 
ing their inaugural Arab Clubs Championship against 
teams with professional lineups. 

Playing for 9- 16th places are Kuwait’s Al Jahra’. 
Algeria’s Bina’. and Lebanon’s Al Hikmeh. 

Nine Arab countries are taking part in the event hosted 
by AJ Mal'ab AJ Nabli. 

The participating 16 men's teams had been divided into 


four groups with the two in each group moving t0 tfe 
quarterfinals to play for l-8tb places. 

Teams include Al Mal'ab (Tunisia), Al Riyadi 
(Lebanon). Al Zahra’ (Tunisia) Botanq (Adgep), 
Zamalek (Egypt)- Al Ittihad (Saudi Arabia), Al Wadi 
(Tunisia). AJ Ittihad (Egypt), Ohud (Saudi Ar^ia). 

OnJy six teams are taking part J" e , * 

Championship. Thev include hosts Al Hilal Al Safa and 
Al Mal’ab of Tunisia. Egypt’s Al Ahli. Hussein Dai of 
Algeria, and Lebanon s Homenetmen. . 

The championship organisers have allocated prizes for 
top scorer, best player, ideal team in addition to best three- 

point scorer. ... . . . , _ 

In previous Arab championships, Jordan s former Fust 
Division champions Al Ahli and reigning champs Al 
Oithodoxi represented Jordan but declined to participate 
this year citing preparations for the country s First 
Division Championship. 

Titleholders Al Orthodoxy the country s undisputed 
basketball powerhouse from 1976-1989. have now woo 
back the title in the past two seasons and repeating that is 
a top priority. 

They started the season by winning the Under-22 
championship title last month. 

On the other hand, Al Ahli are hoping to regain their 
title which they won in 90. 92. 93 and 94 and have 
recruited new Armenian coach Ralfi Cholukyan. who was 


Olympics. 

Third-ranked Al Jazireh hope that the Arab champi- 
onship will provide the team with a chance to test their 
readiness for the First Division Championship which they 
will try to win for the first time in their history. 

They have become serious contenders for the 
Kingdom’s First Division Championship during the past 
two years thanks to their unyielding, competitive spirit 

Last season, they beat Al Ahli and had a sure shot at sec- 
ond if not first place but later faltered in the final round. 




English soccer crowds continue to rise 


LONDON (AFP) — Crowd figures at 
non-Premiership League matches are 
set to reach new heights of around 11.5 
million for the season, the football 
league announced Monday. 

The latest figures show the continu- 
ing upward trend in attendance that 
began with the launch of end-of-sea- 
son play-offs in the 1986-87 season. 

The play-off system was introduced 
in the season after attendance hit an 
all-time low of 16.5 million across the 


then four divisions of the football 
league. 

And despite the attractions of the 
Premiership in which interest has 
boomed since it was introduced five 
years ago, attendance in the three 
lower divisions have continued to rise. 

This year’s projected figure of 11.4 
milli on means 100.000 more fans 
passed through the turnstiles this year 
than in the 1995/96 season, and 
800,000 more than in 1994/95. Last 


year 10.5 million fans attended 
Premiership matches. 

With this weekend's Premiership 
programme cancelled because of inter- 
nationals football league chiefs aiift 
expecting an attendance boost of more * 
than 500,000 fans over the Easter 
weekend. 

Football league spokesman Chris 
Hull said: “We’re hoping the numbers 
will be swelled further by fauns of 
Premiership clubs" 


T5T. 


Juventus, Real Madrid and Monaco move closer to titles 


PARIS (AFP) — 
Juventus, Real Madrid 
and Monaco kept their 
minds on job in hand and 
moved closer to their 
respective league titles 
this w eekend. 

European champions 
Juventus. who on 
Wednesday booked their 
passage to the European 
cup semi-finals by beat- 
ing Rosenborg of 
Norway, were made to 
work hard for a goalless 
draw at Napoli but went 
six points clear of Parma 
who crashed 1 -0 at 
Fiorentina. 

Two goals from 
Fernando Hierro earned 
Real Madrid a 2-0 win 
oxer Real Zaragoza — a 
victory which kept them 
nine points clear of rivals 
Barcelona who hammered 
Sevilla 4-0. 

French pacesetters as 
Monaco, fresh from (heir 
UEFA Cup triumph over 
Newcastle in midweek, 
showed iheir class with a 
3-1 win over Bastia to 
sla> seven points clear of 
Paris Saint Germain who 
continued their recent 
revival with a 2-0 win 
over Met/, at the Pare des 
Princes. 

With Croatian forward 
Alen Boksic and fellow - 
striker Vladimir Jugovie 
suspended and with 
Alessandro Del Piero and 
Moreno Torricelli out 
with injury. Juventus 
knew They were in for a 
lough clash against the 
Italian Cup finalists who 
have been beaten onlv 
once at home all season. 

But Juventus came to 
defend and coach 
Marcello Lippi revamped 


the line-up by leaving out 
striker Nicola A morn so 
for another defender in 
Gianluca Pessotto. 

.Although the league 
leaders had Uruguayan 
defender Paolo Montero 
sent off for a professional 
foul after 37 minutes, 
goalkeeper Angelo 
Peruzzi kept Napoli” at 
bay with a string of top 
class saves. 

Parma, on a high after 
their win over Inter Milan 
the previous week, went 
down to a Lilian Thurum 
own-goal away to the Cup 
Winners' Cup semi-final- 
ists Fiorentina. And the 
final score could have 
been greater with the 
home side going close 
several times. 

Roy Hodgson's UEFA 
Cup semi- finalists Inter 
Milan leapfrogged 

Sampderia to go into third 
place by beating Verona 
2-1 at the San Siro. Their 
goals came from 
Muurizio Ganz and 
Marco Branca. 

Sandwiched in between 
was a consolation from 
Filippo Maniero for the 
v Kiiors. 

Sampdoria themselves 
slipped back as they could 
only manage a 2-2 draw 
at struggling Piacenza but 
reigning champions AC 
Milan recovered some 
lost pride in moving back 
into the top-half of ihe 
table b\ winning 2-0 at 
Atalanta — their goals 
coming from George 
Weah and Stefano Erunfo. 

Lazio kept up their 
hopes of a UEFA Cup 
place with a 2-0 victory 
away to Vicenza with 
Pavel Nedved and Diego 


Fuser both finding the 
net. 

For Real Madrid. 
Hierro’s scored his goals 
in the 35th and 43ni min- 
utes. While Barcelona’s 
scorers were Oscar. 
Brazilian Ronaldo. Juan 
Antonio Pizzi and Luis 
Enrique. 

Despite the victory 
Barcelona’s English man- 
ager Bolby Robson was 
jeered for Lhe last quarter- 
of-an-hour when he failed 
to replace Josep 
Guardiola by Romania's 
Gheorghe Popescu. 

Barcelona are level on 
points with Betis who 
won 4-0 at Real Oviedo. 

Elsewhere fourth- 
placed Deportivo La 
Coruna, three points 
behind Barcelona, beat 
Racing Santander 2-1 for 
their sixth consecutive 
victory. 

Brazil's Renalde was 
prominent in the match 
and even scored the sec- 
ond Deportivo goal after 
France’s Corentin Martins 
hit the opener. 

Seventh-placed Athletic 
Bilbao could only draw 2- 
2 at home to Compostela 
with Julen Guerrero hit- 
ting both goals for the 
Basque side, and Atletico 
Madrid won 2-1 al Rayo 
Vallecano. 

In France, where as 
Monaco closed on their 
sixth league tide — 
Scottish international 
John Collins gave the 
principality side the best 
possible ’ stan againsr 
Bastia by scoring after 
Just 13 minutes. 

And although 

Scierzewski crashed in a 
stunning equaliser before 



FC Barcelona’s Brazilian star Ronaldo kicks the ball to score a goal during the 
Spanish first division soccer match against Real Madrid in Barcelona’s Nou Camp 
Stadium. Barcelona won 4-0 (Reuters photo) 


the break. Brazilian twice in the second peri- With eight games 
Sonny Anderson scored od. remaining Monaco now 


have 62 points from 30 
matches while nearesi 
challengers Paris St. 
Germain have 55. 

Patrice Loko, who 
scored a hat-trick in the 
French side’s win over 
AEK Athens in Europe in 
midweek, also scored 
both goals in Sunday’s 
league match. 

Meanwhile Nantes, who 
began the season disas- 
trously, meanwhile 
moved into third place by 
stretching their unbeaten 
run to 23 matches after 
defeating Lille 1-0. 

Strasbourg slid below 
Nantes when they surpris- 
ingly succumbed 2-1 at 
Guingamp, and Bordeaux 
managed only a 1-1 draw 
at struggling Nancy. 

Champions Auxerre 
suffered an adverse reac- 
tion from their European 
Cup exit at the hands of 
Dortmund when they 
went down 2-1 at Lens. 

In Germany, Bayern 
Munich stayed top after 
scoring a gritty 2-0 victo- 
ry over Karlsruhe. It was 
a badly needed win and 
will go some way to qui- 
eting the behind the 
scenes turmoil at the club 
which have dominated 
football headlines in 
Germany. 

Bayern now have a two- 
point advantage over 
Stuttgart and Bayer 
Leverkusen, with 

Borussia Dortmund 
fourth, three points 
behind the leaders. 

Martin Dahlin hit one of 
the season’s fastest goals 
Saturday as Borussia 
Moe nche n gl adbach 
scored a 3-1 victory over 
champions Dortmund. 


JU'OllilU UCilUtU UUIlit tULtl 

only 15 seconds, catching 
Dortmund’s napping 
defence off guard, and 
Polish striker Andrzej 
Juskoviak and Joergen 
Petterson hit the others. 

Dortmund's bitter 
defeat opened the gate for 
Stuttgart, who cantered to 
a 4-0 victory ovei Fortuna 
Duesseldorf Friday 
evening. and Bayer 
Leverkusen, who fought 
back from a goal down in 
Freiburg to win 2-1. * 

But Alexander Zickler 
was Bayern’s hero as he 
scored both, in the 30th 
and 90th minutes. 

The home side badly 


missed the services of 
Thomas Haessler in their 
midfield while Sean 
Dundee showed the 
effects of having been a 


month away with a calf 
injury. 

In the Netherlands P5V 
Eindhoven suffered their 
first home defeat of the 
season when they went 
down 1-0 against 
Heerenveen. But they 
remained top of the Dutch#: 
league on goal difference 
over Feyenoord. 

However hooliganism 
reared its ugly head on 
Sunday and one person 
was killed and several 


others seriously injured in 
violent clashes between 


Ajax and Feyenoord fans. 


C3 


CINEMA TEL634144 \ 

PH I LRDELPH i H “1” 


Kevin Bacon , Robert Deniro, j 
Dustin Hoffman, Jason Patrick] 
& Brad Pitt... in \ 

i 

SLEEPERS 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL:634144 

PHILADELPHIA “2” 

Ethan Hawke 
& Julie Delpy..... in 

BEFORE SUNRISE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 




Y 


CINEMA 


TEL699238 


PLfiZfl 


i 


Adel Imam, Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkankah 

Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 




■' CINEMA TEL:677420 — ^ 

CONCORD J 

CONCORD 

MADONNA & 

ANTONIO BANDERAS. JN 

EVITA 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 1Q;30 

v 


f Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL 625155 


■***. 


Aman.. Ya Ho 

The theatre is closed every 
Saturday & Sunday 
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Sports 


triumphant 
return 
to Heat 
lineup 


MINNEAPOLIS fRj — 
Star centre Alonzo 
Mourning made a tri- 
umphant return to the 
Miami lineup Sunday, scor- 
ing 21 points and pulling 
down eight rebounds to lead 
die Heat to a 1 1 3- 1 08 victo- 
ry over the Minnesota 
Timberwolves. 

Miami’s sixth consecutive 
win, combined with a loss 
by the Knicks, pushed the 
first -pi ace Heat 2 1/2 games 
ahead of New York in the 
Atlantic Division. 

Hm Hardaway had 22 
points and eight assists and 
Voshon Lenard added 22 
and seven rebounds for 
Miami, which went 9-4 
with Mourning sidelined by 
a tom tendon in his right 
fooL 

“It was a good day to 
bring Moiling back," 
Miami coacb^FtRiley said. 
“TVe needed him.” 

Riley was not thrilled 
with his team’s perfor- 
mance but said: “We stayed 
close enough tp make the 
plays needed win the 
same." ' ri 
Stephon Marbnry had 27 
points and nine assists and 
Tom Gugliotta added 25 
and 14 rebounds for 
-Minnesota. 

^The T- Wolves tied the 
game at 97-97, but Jamal 
Mash burn and Hardaway 
responded with consecutive 
three-pointers to help the 
Heat pull away down the 
stretch. 

In New York, Kenny 
Anderson had 13 of his 24 
points in the fourth quarter 
and Isaiah rider keyed -a 
pivotal second-half rut*:*' 
the Portland Trail Blazers 
beat the Knicks 94-88 for 
their 12th win in 13 games. 

Rider scored 12 of his 23 
during a 16-5 run that 
bridged the third and fourth 
quarters and pur Portland in 
front. 

Patrick Ewing, as usual, 
led New York with 35 
points. 

Portland needs one more 
with to clinch its 15th con- 
secutive NBA playoff berth. 

In Orlando, Nick 
Anderson scored 13 of his 
21 points in the first half 
and Horace Grant had 16 
points and 16 rebounds as 
the Magic dominated the 
first half and coasted to a 
4)1 1 0-84 victory over the Los 
Angeles Lakers. 

The Magic built a 31-14 
lead after one quarter and a 
commanding 66-38 advan- 
tage by halltime. 

Penny Hardaway added 
21 points, five rebounds 
and five assists for the 
Magic, who received 
tremendous support from 
the crowd for the game 
against the team that stole 
Shaquille O’Neal from 
Orlando. O’Neal, who is 
injured did not play. 

“The emotion level was at 
an all-time high," Orlando’s 



Portland Trail Blazers forward Rasheed Wallace (30) leaps to block a shot by New 
York Knicks forward Larry Johnson in the first period of their NBA game at New 
York’s Madison Square Garden. Despite Johnson’s protests the only foul that was 
called was on Johnson — a technical foul for arguing there should have been a foul 
called (Reuters photo) 


Rony Seikaly said. “At one 
point, it got so loud that I 
couldn't hear my team- 
mates ... standing two feet 
from me." 

In Denver. Karl Malone 
scored 35 points and John , 
Stockton added 22 points 
T and dished out 15 assists as 
the red-hot Utah Jazz 
breezed to a 120-103 rout of 
the Nuggets. 

Jeff Homacek added 14 
points for the Jazz, who 
posted their seventh straight 
victory. 

Antonio McDyess scored 
24 points and Laphonso 
Ellis added 22 for the 
Nuggets, losers of four in a 
row. 

Malone, who has at least 
30 points in five of Utah's 
last six games, scored 17 in 
the third quarter as Utah 
took a 90-75 lead into the 
fourth. 

In Vancouver. Gary 
Payton and Shawn Kemp 
combined for 22 of Seattle's 
34 first-quarter points as the 
Supersonics raced to a 15- 
point lead and never looked 
back in a 106-92 victory 
over the Grizzlies. 

Payton finished with 31 
points, six rebounds and 1 1 
assists, while Kemp had 18 
and six rebounds for the 
Sonics, who shot 52 per 
cent t38-of-73) from the 
field and forced 19 

Vancouver turnovers, lead- 
ing to 29 Seattle points. 

Shareef Abdur- Rahim 
scored 23 points and Bryant 
Reeves added 21 for 


Vancouver. 

In Toronto, Mookie 
Blaylock scored 14 of his 
18 points in the first half as 
the Atlanta Hawks clinched 
a playoff berth with a 90-79 
victory over the Raptors. 

.Steve Smith added 17 
points and Christian 
Laertner had 15 points and 
12 rebounds for Atlanta, 
which notched its fourth 
straight win to close within 
1 1/2 games of Detroit for 
the fourth playoff spot in 
the east. 

In Boston, Sam Cassell 
scored six of his 30 points 
in a 10-0 burst that opened 
the fourth quarter as the 
New Jersey Nets recorded a 
100-91 victory over the 
woeful Celtics. 

Kerry Kittles scored 18 
points and J imm y Jackson 


added 1 5 for the Nets. 

Eric Williams scored 29 
points and Antoine Walker 
added 22 for the Celtics 
(13-57). who have estab- 
lished a club record for 
losses in a season and fell to 
0-19^ against Adamic 
Division foes. 

In Los Angeles. Malik 
Sealy scored 30 points and 
Rodney Rogers added 15 to 
lead the Clippers to a 106- 
91 victory over the injury- 
plagued San Antonio Spurs. 

Loy Vaught added 15 for 
the Clippers, who moved 1 
1/2 games ahead of Phoenix 
in the race for the seventh 
playoff spot in the west. 

Monty Williams and 
Vinny Del Negro had 17 
points apiece to lead San 
Antonio. 
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an enemy game. 

With partner marked by the auc- 
tion for no more than 3 or 4 points. 
East’s three aces are not enough to 
guarantee the contract’s defeat. 
Since the bidding indicated South 
probably held a distributional hand. 
East felt that the best hope for the 
defense was to negotiate a spade 
ruff, and to accomplish that it was 
imperative to get a spade lead, 
hence the double. The defender 
hoped that partner would read the 
double as lead- directing, and 
attack with dummy's first-bid suit. 

West duly led a spade, and the 
moat difficult part of the defense 
was accomplished. All that 
remained was for East to find an 
entry to partner's hand to obtain 
the ruff. To do that, East had to 
find West with a minor-suit king. 

At trick two East shifted to a low 
diamond. Declarer inserted the aee, 
and West discouraged by playing 
the five. A trump to the king last to 
th« ace, and East continued with 
the master plan, now playing West 
for the king of dubs by under lead- 
ing the ace. After capturing declar- 
er's queen with the king. West bad 
no problem in returning a spade, 
and East ruffed with the deuce to 
secure n one-trick set. 


WANTED 

A Research Assistant to work in challenging 

environment of a National Research Centre in 

Jordan. 

Qualifications: 

• A bachelors degree or higher in computer 
science/computer engineering/statistics or 
any related field. 

• Experience with database (Oracle, R: Base, 
Access) and statistical packages like SPSS, 
Systat, SAS. 

• Knowledge in Internet programming 
languages like HTML 

• Experience in Management and Maintenance 
of PC-Lab in LAN environment. 

• Fluency in English and Arabic languages. 

Qualified persons only are requested to 

write to P.O. Box 560 Ai Jubaiha 11941 

Jordan, before March 31, 1997. 


FOR RENT 

One roof & two furnished apartments are 
available for rent. Each with two bed- 
rooms, one bathroom & laundry room. 
Location: Shmeisani, opposite of Thrifty 
Rent A Car parking lot (near Jordan 
Hospital). 

For appointment please call 874050 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Abu Shakra Launches 5th Avenue from 
Elizabeth Arden 

Mr. Rami Abu Shakra, general manager of Abu Shakra Trading 
Agency, introduced the new perfume 5ih Avenue from 
Elizabeth Arden in the Jordanian market. 

Mr. Abu Shakra said 5th Avenue fragrance is tailored for a 
woman who has a definite style all her own. She is chic, 
confident, smart, sophisticated and elegant. 

5th Avenue is inspired by a place like no other, it is a modem, 
floral semi-oriental fragrance. It is a place.... a name.... 
a look..... an attitude that says you've made it, that you're on 
top of the world. 

Mr. Rami Abu Shakra concluded by saying: And now the 
heart of a great new fragrance from Elizabeth Arden. 5th 
Avenue is available at all Abu Shakra's showrooms and some 
refined perfumeries. 


Chang upset, Hingis marches on 
at Lipton Championships 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida 
(R) — Third seed Michael 
Chang saw his hot streak 
halted by Sergi Bruguera in 
the third round of the 
Lipton Championships 
Sunday, but women’s top 
seed Martina Hingis 
showed no sign that her 
own winning streak would 
end any time soon. 

A sluggish looking Chang 
fell 64 6-3 to the 35th- 
ranked Spaniard in a clash 
of former French Open 
champions, ending the 
American’s string of 1 1 
consecutive match wins. 

Chang, who won Lipton 
in 1992, had claimed titles 
in his previous two tour 
events at Memphis and 
Indian Wells. 

"It's been a good run for 
me," said Chang, who com- 
plained of cramping despite 
the relatively short 94- 
minute match. 

Hingis, meanwhile, 
stretch her unblemished 
1997 match record to 22-0 
by taking out a player who 
has been projected as one of 
the Swiss teen’s likely 
future challengers. 

In a third-round matchup 
of 16-year-olds, soon-to-be 
World No. 1 Hingis picked 
off American Venus 
Williams 64, 6-2 after 
spotting Williams the first 
three games. 

“You never want to lose 
to someone the same age as 
you are,” said Hingis, who 
takes over the top ranking 
from Steffi Graf March 31 
regardless of what happens 
here. 

The youth brigade pro- 
duced another third-round 
winner when promising 15- 
year-old Russian Anna 
Koumikova recovered from 
a first- set drubbing to oust 
34th-ranked Katarina 
Studenikova of Slovakia I - 
6 646-0. 

Second seed Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario, third seed 
Jana Novotna and fourth 
seed Monica Seles, playing 
her first tournament of the 
year, also advanced. 

In men’s play, swift-serv- 
ing Australian Mark 
Philippoussis dominated 
ninth-seed Wayne Ferreira 
of South Africa 6-3 6-3 in 
another third round match, 
while Andrei Medvedev of 
Ukraine bounced 1 1 Lh seed 
alberto costa of Spain 6-3 
3-6 7-6. 

The 2Sth-ranked 

Philippoussis came 

extremely close to match- 
ing his ATP Tour record 
142 mile per hour ( 228 kph ) 
serve during the 61 -minute 



Martina Hingis of Switzerland backhands a second set serve from Venus Williams of 
the United States during the third round at the Lipton Championships. Hingis 
defeated the unseeded Williams 64. 6-2 t Reuters photo) 


match. 

At 30-0 in the second 
game of the second set. 
Philippoussis belted a serve 
that was clocked at 141 
mph (227 kph). The 1 0th- 
ranked Ferreira was able to 
get his racket on the ball, 
but just barely. 

For Bruguera. who has 
slipped in the rankings 
since being third in 1994. 
this marked his first victory 
over a top-five player since 
he beat Goran Ivanisevic at 
Rome in 1995. 

Bruguera did offer Chang 
eight opportunities to break 
his serve. But the rhird seed 
managed to convert just one 
— in the second game of 
the second set. 

Fourth seed Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia nar- 
rowly' avoided upset at the 
Lipton Championships 
Sunday night, but eked out 
a win over local favourite 
Vince Spadea in an ill-tem- 
pered third round match. 

The unpredictable 


Croatian fought off Spadea record a 3-0. 7-i». i>4 v iclo- 
and a hostile croud to rv. 
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REQUIRED 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

for a 

Leading Finance Company 
English / Arabic Word Processing / Office Management Software 
and Organizational Skills Essential. 

To apply contact Gilda at 695795 between 9:00 a.m and 2:00 p.m. 


A FLOOR FOR RENT 

A 350 sq.m, vacant first floor apartment, very well 
furnished. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 

2 salons, maid's room, family room, dining room, 
1 veranda with a garden, wide kitchen, separate 
central heating and air- conditioning, garage. 
Telephone line available. 

Located in a beautiful site in Wadi Saqra. 

For more information contact 
Tel.: 846026-830254-843267 
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MINI HI-FI STEREO SYSTEM 

• 3 CDC 6 rager NOW ID 


« 3 CD C&fBger 

• BooMe Tope Deck 

• AM/FM Tuner 

• 250 Vans 




Abdoun, Arab Bank Bldg, lei 857022/ZZ 


OFFER VALID UNTIL END OF MARCH 97 

•omr l« a wghwnj w 4«wk of Sony bwporatkm. Tokyo, Japm 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES — SAUDI ARABIA 


A leading Saudi Office Furniture Company requires highly skilled and 
experienced professionals for the following position. Attractive salary and 
benefits. 

Safes Engineers — Contract Furniture 

• Engineering degree, preferably in Architectural/Interior Design with 2 years ; 

related work experience. , 

• Excellent communication skills in both English and Arabic are mandatory. 

9 Preferably between 24 and 28 years old. 

• Ability to understand end-user requirements and relate it to product lines. 

• Excellent customer service and sales skills. 


Please fax your resume in English with recent photo by March 30, 1997 to 
|(+966-1)479 2588 or mail to - The Furniture Division Manager (OA). P.O. Box 
382 Riyadh 11411 Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 







OIC summit supports 


Palestinians, Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD ( Agencies) - Muslim leaders 
began leaving Islamabad Monday after a 
special Islamic summit which gave strong 
support to Palestinian claims on Jerusalem 
and backed Pakistan in its dispute with 
India over Kashmir. 

The extraordinary summit of the 54-mem- 
ber Organisation of the Islamic Conference 
lOlC) held here Sunday to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of Pakistan's indepen- 
dence was dominated by a new crisis in the 
Middle East over Israel's settlement policy 
in Jerusalem. 

After an impassioned plea from 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, the 
OIC called on the United Nations "to com- 
pel Israel to immediately halt its confisca- 
tion of Palestinian territory and the con- 
struction of new settlements," including a 
New Jewish settlement in the Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Israel's plans to build this settlement last 
week sparked the latest crisis in peace talks 
between Israel and the Palestinians, and 
prompted Mr. Arafat to sum a tour of Arab 
and Islamic countries to win renewed sup- 
port for his cause. 

He called on fellow Muslims at the sum- 
mit to “.save Jerusalem" from an Israeli pol- 
icy to Judaise the city, but he also said the 
Palestinians were trying to "save the peace 
process." 

Mr. Arafat succeeded in his efforts to have 
the OIC issue a separate declaration on 
Jerusalem, while draft paragraphs calling 
for support for the Arab stance in the peace 
process were expanded in the final general 
declaration. 

Mr. Arafat is due to attend the meeting of 
the OlC's Al Quds committee on March 27 
and 2$. and is then expected to travel to 
Cairo for further talks. 

Other Arab leaders, including Syrian Vice 
President Abdul Halim Khaddam and 
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, used 
the conference as an opportunity to lash out 
at Israel and criticise the U.S. for vetoing 
United Nations resolutions against the 
Israeli plans in Jerusalem. 

But Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Rafsanjani. who hosts the next regular OIC 
summit, on Monday said “there has not 
been an appropriate reaction" in Islamabad 
to the current policies of Israel and the 
United States in the peace process. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said the OIC gathering 
was. however, a good opportunity for meet- 
ings on the sidelines, and said he had made 
progress on several issues during a meeting 
with Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince 
Abdullah. 

He did not specify what those issues were, 
but Tehran regularly criticises the continued 
presence of U.S. troops in Gulf .Arab states 
like Saudi Arabia and regularly calls for 
anti-Israel and anti-U.S. demonstrations 
banned by Riyadh during the annual pil- 
grimage to Mecca. 

Despite the dominance of the Jerusalem 
issue at the summit. Pakistan's new govern- 
ment scored a success with a declaration 
front Muslim leaders supporting Pakistan in 
its dispute with India over Kashmir. 


The OIC stated the summit leaders “com- 
mitment to promote a just and peaceful 
solution to the Jammu and Kashmir dispute 
in accordance with the United Nations res- 
olutions." 

Pakistan, which administers the northern 
third of the Himalayan region, wants the 
implementation of a U.N. resolution calling 
for a U.N.-sponsored referendum to decide 
on the region's future while India opposes 
the plans. 

Pakistan and India have fought two wars 
since 1947 over the Himalayan region. 

The summit’s final statement called on 
the international community to "compel'’ 
Israel to give up plans to build the settle- 
ments and to return Arab East Jerusalem to 
the Palestinians. 

Iran objected to the resolution saying it 
gave tacit recognition to the state of Israel. 

Sunday's meeting was intended to target 
problems facing Muslims as they move into 
the 21st century. 

The leaders agreed with the need for unity 
among the world's Islamic leaders. 

Pakistani President Farooq Leghari pro- 
posed the OIC establish a permanent coun- 
cil for mediating disputes among member 
states. 

Mr. Rafasanjani agreed calling for a 
"pragmatic mechanism" for crisis manage- 
ment among Islamic states. 

Turkish President Suleyman Demirel 
advocated a united Islamic bloc that would 
promote trade and understanding. 

The combined Islamic bloc represents 
one- fifth of the world's population, possess- 
es half rhe world’s oil resources and exports 
40 per cent of its raw material, but com- 
bined its income is less than five per cent of 
global output, said Mr. Leghari. 

“We must stand united to seek common 
solution to our common problems . . . 
Solidarity among member states is the key 
to leading the Islamic World to greater pros- 
perity in the 21st century.” said Mr. 
Demirel. 

Delegates expressed concern that Islam 
was badly portrayed in the Western media 
and urged Muslim states to present a more 
tolerant face of Islam. 

Several delegates made veiled attacks 
against Afghanistan's rigid Taleban leader- 
ship. which attended the summit as 
observers. 

The Taleban’s version of strict Islamic 
rule bans women from the work force, girls 
from schools, forces men to wear beards, 
outlaws the playing of music, photography 
and most games. 

In his opening speech, Mr. Leghari said 
Muslim countries must remember Islam’s 
history as a faith of academics, and stressed 
education as a way to hasten advancement 
in developing countries. 

Haris Silajdzic. Bosnia's delegate to the 
summit said only a "perverse" interpreta- 
tion of Islam would prohibit girls from 
receiving an education. 

Delegates expressed concerns about drug 
production in Afghanistan, sectarian vio- 
lence and the misunderstanding of Islam by 
the Western world. 


A Palestinian boy aims a slingshot at Israeli soldiers during clashes in the Israeli controlled area of Rachel's Tomb in 
Bethlehem on Monday (AFP photo) 


EU is cool to Russian 


desire for membership 


BRUSSELS ( R) — The European Union 
(EU). eager not to offend Russia but with no 
intention of building hopes for eventual EU 
membership, struck a non-commital stance 
on Monday to comments from President 
Boris Yeltsin about joining the bloc. 

"We already have a long list of countries 
ready to join." British Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind said on the margins of an 
EU foreign ministers meeting. “Maybe that 
list will grow. Who knows?” 

Mr. Yeltsin said on Saturday following a 
summit with U.S. President Bill Clinton 
that Russia was interested in cementing its 
role as a European country, including mem- 
bership of the main economic body. 

“(Russia) is also aiming to be recognised 
finally as a full European stale and we are 
also prepared to join the European Union,” 
he told reporters in Helsinki. 

Publicly, EU officials have sought not to 
snub Mr. Yeltsin, emphasising the need to 
establish good links and turning attention 
instead to the unfinished business between 
the two sides. 

“It is not exactly the time now to be 
speaking about membership." ELI External 
Affairs Commissioner Hans van den Broek 
told Reuters, adding, however, that he was 
alwavs reluctant to close the door on coun- 


tries. 


He noted that an Eu-Russia partnership 
and cooperation agreement, signed in 1994. 
still awaited ratification in both Moscow 
and certain EU capitals. 

The aereement calls for future nesotia- 


tions on trade links, including the long-term 
prospect of a free trade agreement. 

“We have for the years to come set the 
course. ..with this important partner,” Mr. 
Van den Broek said. 

Failure to ratify the agreement has meant 
relations are now governed by an interim 
accord. 

German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
said on Sunday that completion of the main 
agreement had to come before any talk of 
further links. 

Privately, EU officials rule out any idea of 
Russia as an EU member anytime in the 
near future, citing a geography that stretch- 
es far into Asia, an economy decades away 
from EU standards and concerns about the 
mere concept of letting in a country of 
Russia’s size. 

"How European is it?” asked one EU 
diplomat. 

He noted that Russia was struggling to 
become eligible for membership of organi- 
sations such as the World frade 
Organisation that were far easier to join 
than the EU. 

The EU is already committed to bringing 
10 former communist countries into the 
fold, probably starting with Poland, 
Hungary and the Czech Republic. 

The high cost of bringing those countries 
into the ELI — many of which are far more 
developed economically — would be 
dwarfed by the price of getting Russia 
ready, the diplomat said. 


Arafat offers to help mediate Sri Lankan civil war 


COLOMBO i AFP » — 

Visiting Palestinian 

President Yasser Arafat 
called for peace in Sri 
Lanka and offered to medi- 
ate a settlement to the 
country's ethnic war that 
has killed more than 5U.000 
people. 

Mr. Arafat told a meeting 
here shortly after talks with 
Sri Lankan President 
Chandrika Kumoratunga 
that he was willing to help 
restore peace in the island 


where Tamil Tiger guerril- 
las are fighting for a sepa- 
rate stale. 

“1 am under the disposal 
of the friendly people of Sri 
Lanka.” Mr. Arafat said. 
“We are now facing a new 
order. The order of the new 
order is peace. I offer all 
my effort and support for 
you lit reach a settlement." 

Asked if he was willing to 
be a mediator between the 
Colombo government and 
its warring partner, the lib- 


eration Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE). Mr. Arafat 
said: "Yes. I am ready.” 

"I am offering it officially 
now." Mr. .Arafat said at a 
Palestinian friendship 
meeting here. Mr. Arafat 
also held talks with Prime 
Minister Sirima 

Bandaranaike who had 
strongly supported the 
Palestine Liberation 

Organisation (PLO). 

He arrived here Monday 
after attending the 


Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) summit 
in Pakistan and is due to 
leave for Bangladesh on 
Tuesday morning. 

Several top Tamil guerril- 
la leaders in Sri Lanka are 
known to have been trained 
by the PLO despite appeals 
by the then leaders here to 
stop the facilities extended 
to the rebels. 

However. Sri Lanka had 
remained a strong backer of 
the PLO cause and 


Colombo accorded full 
diplomatic recognition to 
the PLO. 

Mr. Arafat was given a 
21 -gun salute. Colombo 
recognises him as the pres- 
ident" of the State of 
Palestine. 

In 1994. the Sri Lankan 
government granted free 
accommodation to the PLO 
mission w'hich was on the 
verge of closing due to eco- 
nomic reasons. 

Media Minister 


Dharraasiri Senanayake 
told reporters that ministers 
decided to provide a state 
bungalow to the PLO so 
they could continue their 
presence in Sri Lanka. 

"They have told us they 
have no money to pay the 
rent for the present premis- 
es they occupy. So we 
decided to give them free 
accommodation because 
w'e think it is good to have 
them here.” Mr. 
Senanavake said. 


U.S. issues fresh 


alert in S. Arabia 


DUBAI i AFP* — The U.S. 
embassy in Saudi Arabia issued 
a new security alert *»n Monday 
alter (he latest threat** :ind ahead 
ol the annual Muslim pilgrim- 
age in mid-Apnt winch ilruw*. 
two million Muslims from 

around the world. 

It expressed "deep concern" 
over a statement Irom militant 
Saudi millionaire Osama Ben 
Laden m which he threatened 
[lie U.S. military and called for 
Americans to he cxfvllcil from 
the kingdom. 

“The embassy continues to 

receive reports indicating poxxi- 
bio surveillance or probes of 
U.S. military and government 

facilities suggesting that plan- 
ning for terrorist action against 
U.S. interests in Saudi .Arabia 
continues unabated." an 
embassy advisory said. 

The embassy referred to pre- 
vious threats of .mack if mili- 
tants were not released before 
the end of the fasting month of 
Ramadan, which was in early 
February. 

The upcoming pilgrimage is 
“also a period of concern since 
the large inflow of pilgrims of 
all nationalities places a heavy 


burden on the entire Saudi gov- 
ernment. hut most particularly 
the security forces." the advisory 
Stlld. 

The message renewed calls 
for U.S. citizens in Saudi .Arabia 
to stay v igilanL keep a low pro- 
file. reduce travel within the 
country, vary their travel routes 
and timing of movements, and 
report .my suspicious activity. 

Mr. Ben Laden said Saturday 
that he has secured the support 
of thousands of Pakistanis for 
his holy war against U-S. 
troops in the Middle East. 

“Now the Muslim nation 
understands die truth and 
Pakistanis have allied them- 
selves to us to expel the 
.Americans: Pakistani religious 
leaders are issuing fatua against 
them." he told the British daiiy. 
The Independent. 

Mr. Ben Laden, who was 
speaking from his hideout in 
Afghanistan. hd> been stripped 
of his Saudi nationality and is 
considered as a key financial 
backer of militants. 

The U.S. embassy in Riyadh 
already issued a security update 
last month to warn .American 
residents acainst attacks. 


New row 


brews in 


Turkey 


ANKARA (AFP) — 

Turkish Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan is 

heading for a new con- 
frontation with the army by 
refusing to implement part 
of an agreed plan aimed at 
curbing fundamentalism, 
the press said Monday. 

Mr. Erbakan, head of the 
Islamist Welfare Party 
(Rcfah). will oppose a plan 
to increase the length of 
compulsory education 
from five to eight years at a 
meeting of the national 
security council (MGK) 
next Monday, the papers 
said. 

The reform would result 
in the dissolution of the 
secondary sections of spe- 
cial religious schools that 


train imams. 

The reform was pan of an 
1 8-point army-backed pro- 
gramme to curb creeping 
Islam isation which Mr. 
Erbakan, under intense 
pressure from the fiercely 
secular army, pledged to 
endorse. 


Iraq ruled by a ’cruel dictatorship,’ 
U.N. investigator says in his report 


GENEVA ( Agencies) — 
Power in Iraq lies in the 
hands of a “cruel dictator- 
ship." no opposition is toler- 
ated and human rights are 
consistently violated, a 
U.N. official said on Mon- 
day. 

In a report to the U.N. 
Human Rights Commis- 
sion. special rapporteur 
Max van der Stoel also ex- 
pressed concern over delays 
in distribution of ureenrly 
needed food and medicine 
to Iraqis under the U.N. oil- 
for-food deal. 

Accusing both the U.N. 
and Baghdad of footdrag- 
ging. he called on both sides 
to quickly fulfill their oblig- 
ations under the arrange- 
ment which look effect in 
December. 

U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 986 allows Iraq 
to export S2 billion worth 
of oil in six months, ear- 
marking roughly two-thirds 
of revenues from the sale to 
meet the humanitarian 
needs of its population. 

The Iraqi people have suf- 
fered under an international 
trade embargo imposed af- 


ter Iraq invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990. triggering the 
Gulf w ar. The first supplies 
under the programme ar- 
rived in Iraq just last week, 
more than two months after 
Baghdad resumed oil ex- 
ports for the first time in six 
years. 

Mr. Der Stoel said the 
attempted assassination of 
President Saddam Hus- 
sein’s eldest son Uday had 
led to thousands of deten- 
tions followed by “many 
executions." Uday Hussein. 
33. was wounded in the 
attack in a residential area 
of the capital last Decem- 
ber. 

Some 16.199 cases of dis- 
appeared persons have not 
been resolved, the report 
said, adding the Iraqi gov- 
ernment had responded to 
the U.N. working group 
charged with such matters 
in only a few hundred cases. 

Just two out of 609 sepa- 
rate cases concerning 
Kuwaitis or third country 
nationals taken into custody 
by Iraq during the invasion 
of Kuwait had been cleared 
up during the past two 


years. The International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
is still barred from visiting 
detainees in Iraq, the rap- 
porteur added. 

The report speaks of ex- 
tra-judicial executions, 
bombardments and "blind 
civilian massacres” last Au- 
gust in Kurdish regions in 
northern Iraq. 

Generally, civilian and po- 
litical rights continued to be 
"violated systematically 
throughout the country.” the 
rapporteur said. 

In Baghdad, an Iraqi 
newspaper said Monday an 
Iraqi group plans to publi- 
cise the pictures of Kuwaitis 
who went missing during 
their country’s occupation 
by Iraq in an attempt to 
trace the people. 

Al Jumhouriya. quoting a 
source at the Iraqi commit- 
tee trying to trace the miss- 
ing Kuwaitis, said pictures 
of the missing would be 
hung throughout the coun- 
try in public places in an 
attempt to elicit information 
from Iraqi citizens. 


Al Amal 

Cancer 

Centre 

honours 

Majali, 

others 


AMMAN (Petra.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
on Monday attended a cere- 
mony held to honour donors 
to Al Amal Cancer Centre. 

Dr. Majali said the govern- 
ment was ready to support 
the centre with all its means 
and expressed appreciation 
and gratitude to those who 
donated to and supported the 
centre. 

The executive president of 
the General Union of 
Voluntary Societies (GUVS), 
Abdullah Khatib. said the 
centre was now a charitble 
society which would hold its 
first meeting on Sunday to 
elect its first board of direc- 
tors to supervise the centre. 

“After thirteen years we are 
able to launch this very 
unprecedented centre in the 
Arab World in spite of all dif- 
ficulties and hardships,” said 
Dr. Khatib. 


Dr. Khatib added the cen- 
tre owes Dr. Majali a lot 
noting that the idea of estab- 
lishing and launching it was 
first proposed by Dr. Majali 
when he was president of the 
University oFTordan. 

‘TTe supported us when he 
granted the centre the 
amount which the Dutch 
government donated to char- 
itable works," Dr. Khatib 
said. Then after forming a 
Royal committee for follow- 
ing up the procedures to 
launch Al Amal Centre. Dr. 
Majali supported the centre 
by providing it with 
advanced equipment to make 
it the top cancer centre in the 
region and to offer better ser- 
vices for Jordanian and Arab 
patients, said Dr. Khatib. 

He said the Ministry of 
Health agreed to purchase 
the requirements of Al Amal 
Cancer Centre through gov- 
ernment tenders. 

"The centre is treated by 
the government as if it were 
one of its hospitals and the 
Ministry of Health should 
provide it with all its needs 
through public tenders.” 
according to Dr. Khatib. 

He added the main difficul- 
ty was to ask the government 
guarantee an annual finan- 
cial support for the centre. 

Lina Latouf. deputy direc- 
tor for planning and admin- 
stration of the centre, briefed 
the gathering on the facilities 
offered by the centre, partic- 
ularly diagonstic technolo- 


sv. 


Ms. Latouf said the centre 
was now capable of dealin® 
with different forms of can- 
cer and was maintaining 
close contacts with Arab and 
international research cen- 
tres. 

She said the centre will 
serve Jordanians and Arabs. 

After the formal ceremonv. 
Dr. Majali presented donors 
with token gifts in apprecia- 
tion for their help to the cen- 
tre. Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour attended 
the ceremony. 


Locusts fetch high 
price as seasonal 
delicacy 


RIYADH (AP)- The price 

of a Saudi delicacy has taken 
a big jump because of high 
demand, newspapers report- 
ed The delicacy — locusts, 
eaten grilled or in a bisque, 
like soup. The locusts, popu- 
lar because they are believed 
to be rich in protein and 
increase sexual potency, are 
caught with wide nets during 
the season, starting in Marti 
and ending two months later. 
One-metre burlap bags of 
locusts are selling at open air l 
markets for 1,000 riyals : 
($267), or 5 riyals ($ 13 ) 
apiece, the Arabic-language 
daily Al Jazeerah reported. 
Those longer than 8 cen- 
timetres are even more 
expensive. The price is high 
now because supplies are 
still low early in the season. 
Last year, about a month into 
the season, the price had fall- 
en to 375 riyais ($100) for 
the one-meter bag. Locusts 
are grilled then sprinkled 
with salt and eaten with 
onions and tomatoes, or 
cooked in a broth. Eating 
locusts is a Saudi tradition 
dating back to pre-oil boom 
days when food was scarce. 


Israeli wants 
Chagall's home 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli businessman is nego- 
tiating with Russian authori- 
ties to dismantle the child- 
hood home of Jewish artist. 
Marc Chagall and rebuild 
in West Jerusalem. Itamar 
Barkai, a gallery owner, 
wants to transform the sim- 
ple brick and wood house in 
Witovsk near Saint 
Petersburg into an interna- 
tional art centre and museum 
after bringing it to Israel at a 
cost of several million dol- 
lar?. Chagall, who died in 
1985 aged 98, was bora to 
an ultra-orthodox Jewish 
family in Witovsk near Sl 
P etersburg. The family 
home was confiscated by the 
Soviet authorities when 
Chagall left Russia in 1922 
after the Bolshevik 
Revolution. Confident of 
success, Baikai is seeking a 
plot of land in West 
Jerusalem for Chagall’s 
house and told Israeli news- 
paper Yediot Aharanot he 
dreams of opening the arts 
centre next year. 


Baker arrested after 
police find cocaine 
in bread 


BOGOTA (R) — A' 

Colombian baker was arrest- 
ed for hiding cocaine in his 
bread rolls, police said. The 
baker allegedly sold cheese- 
flavoured rolls that con- 
tained a two- gramme packet 
of cocaine in Tulua, in the 
southern province of Valle 
del Cauca, police said. “We 
have never found anything 
like this before,” a police 
spokesman said. “It looks 
like he hid the drags in the 
bread to throw the anti-drug 
sniffer dogs off the scent." 
Police said students were 
regular buyers of the rolls, 
which were also delivered to 
homes. 


Castro ‘eternally 
infatuated’ with 
women 


HAVANA (R.) — Cuban 
President Fidel Castro says 
he is “eternally infatuated 
with the feminine sex” and 
still falls in love easily but 
“in a platonic way,” a Cuban 
newspaper reported. Castro- 
always extremely reticent on 
questions about his private 
life, revealed some of his 
views on love and women in 
the Juvemud Rebelde pap et 
“One always likes it what 
somebody is in love with 
him, but I prefer to do the 
loving because when some- 
body was in love with me I 
felt pursued and didn’t know 
what to do. as if they were 
harassing or besieging me,” 
the 70-year-old Castro said. 
Asked if he still fell in love. . 
Castro said: “I am eternally 
infatuated with die feminine 
sex ... I fall in love easily but 
now in a more platonic way” 
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